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Prayer 

Following Your Son’s example, may we give recognise and appreciate the love, strength and courage of our 
mothers. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Important Dates 

Weeks 4 and 5 

Mothers’ Day Breakfast – Tuesday, 10 May @7.30am 

GUEST SPEAKER—Loudy Wiggins 

NAPLAN Testing – Tuesday, 10 May – Thursday, 12 May 

Years 7 and 9 

KICK ARTS – Friday, 13 May, Performing Arts Gala 

@St Bernard’s College 

Each of these events will be taking place within our community 

over the next fortnight, along with Year Level specific events 

such as Faith Formation Days, Wellbeing days, SCSA events and 

the Year 8 Special Persons Mass. An invitation is extended to all 

members of our community to participate. 

Elizabeth Hanney 

Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Principal 
Mary Centre Blessing and Opening 
It was a pleasure to host many guests to the College last week 

for a celebration to mark the Official Blessing and Opening of 

the Mary Centre. Our students were magnificent! I wish to 

thank the students involved in the vocal ensemble, our 

soloists, our readers and tour guides from our Student 

Leadership Team and all others who assisted in welcoming 

guests. In dedicating this new building to the care and 

guidance of Mary, Mother of God, we are reminded of her 

strengths; she was a woman who lived life with deep meaning, 

purpose and faith. Mary stood firm in this faith and trust during 

times of enormous change, uncertainty and distress. At the 

same time, Mary loved and nurtured others. She lived life fully 

as a woman gifted with selflessness and extraordinary 

optimism, brought about by absolute faith in God’s grace. God 

asks us to be ‘co creators’ in bringing fullness of life to 

humanity – Mary is surely God’s co creator par excellence! 

 

Term 2 in full swing 
Term 2 brings to us an opportunity to focus our attention on 

bringing Semester One to a successful conclusion. I encourage 

all students and parents to be mindful of the discussions held 

at Parent Teacher interviews at the end of Term 1. I stress the 

importance and value of working in partnership with parents in 

enabling learning success. Please contact your daughter’s 

home room teacher and/ or subject teacher to follow up on any 

matters regarding her learning or wellbeing. 

This period before formal assessment is a critical one of 

ensuring study routines are in place at home and that revision 

practices are a normal part of home study time. 

Timor-Leste Benefit Ball  

Tickets for the 3rd annual Ave Maria  

College Timor-Leste Benefit Ball, our  

major fundraising event to support St 

Maria Mazzarello school in Venilale,  

Timor-Leste are now on sale 

We invite parents and friends of the 

College, along with senior students 

from Year 11 and 12 at Ave Maria College, to join us for this 

important community event. 

Ticket price includes canapes, a two-course meal and beverages 

(including alcohol for adults) 

BOOKINGS: www.trybooking.com/KSLR 

http://www.trybooking.com/KSLR


 

Term 
Dates 
2016 

Term 1 - Monday, 1 February - Thursday, 24 March 
Term 2 –Monday, 11 April - Friday, 24 June 
Term 3 - Monday, 11 July - Friday, 16 September 
Term 4 - Monday, 3 October - Thursday, 8 December 

 

  

 

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
Back to Ave Day – 11 September 2016 
In celebration of our history, Back to Ave Day is an invitation 

to reconnect past students with each other and with the 

College. Our celebration will be an informal gathering of all 

past students, many staff and an opportunity to 

acknowledge the work and lives of the Sisters of the 

Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. The inaugural Back to Ave 

Day will be our opportunity also to consolidate contacts for 

the establishment of the Women of Ave, an association of 

alumnae for Ave Maria College. 

Key events on the day  

• Welcome and Principal’s address 

• Memories of Ave – Guest Alumnae 

• Tribute to Ave’s FMMs 

• Photo and memorabilia display 

• Afternoon tea and social opportunities 

 
We very much look forward to the day and invite you to save 

this date and pass on this information to any past students 

you know. 

In order to assist our planning please register your interest in 
attending here http://goo.gl/forms/frbG0A90pj 

Again, please forward this link onto any past students you 

know. Further details about the day will be forthcoming as 

we get closer to the date. 

So for now, SAVE THE DATE – 11 September 2016 and 

register your interest using the link above. 

Phillip Tascone 

Deputy Principal Leadership & Learning 
 
 
 
 

Heads of School 
CSIRO CREST Program Certificates 
As part of their assessment, students undertaking Year 10 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 

participated in this year’s CSIRO CREST Program. This 

program supports students in the design and implementation 

of their own science investigation. It also recognizes their 

achievements and this Semester ten students from the 

College’s STEM class were formally recognized with a bronze 

certificate. There was an eclectic range of topics explored by 

these students, including the effect of salt concentration on 

marigold growth, colour perception and its effect on taste, 

and the design of a toe pad for a ballet shoe.   

Mary Centre Traditional Welcoming 
Ceremony 
Following on from the Official Blessing and Opening of the 

Mary Centre last Tuesday, all students participated in an 

Aboriginal ceremony conducted by Ms Sherry Balcombe, from 

the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. The smoking ceremony is an 

indigenous custom to cleanse and purify the area to be 

occupied. It was an honour for the College to have Ms 

Balcombe preside over the ceremony, and the students are to 

be commended on the respect and reverence they 

demonstrated.  

Year 10 and 11 Semester 1 Examinations 
Parents of students in Years 10 and 11 are reminded the end of 

semester examinations will commence on Monday, 30 May 

2016 and will conclude  Monday, 6 June 2016. The 

examinations will assess all content covered over Semester 

One. An examination timetable will be made available to 

students within the next two weeks and parents are urged to 

ensure that their daughter appropriately prepares for this 

period of assessment. 

Uniform 
Students are encouraged to wear their HPE tracksuit pants 
during the winter months in order to keep warm. We 
understand that some pants may be too long, therefore 
students are permitted to have them professionally hemmed. 
Rolling your pants up is not permitted and this will result in a 
demerit. Likewise any skirt that is rolled at the waist should be 
professionally altered to ensure it fits correctly. Skirts are not 
to be rolled at the waist. 

Head of School Years 7-9  Jo Hammer 

Head of School Years 10-12 Matt Smith 

http://goo.gl/forms/frbG0A90pj


 

 

  

 Important Dates Thursday, 5 May                                                    Dr Michael Carr-Gregg Parent Presentation 

Friday, 6 May                                                           SCSA Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday, 10 May                                                   Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Tuesday, 10 May to Thursday, 12 May         Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN Testing 

Wednesday, 11 May                                             2017 USA Learning Tour Information Night 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Innovation, Design and Enterprise – 

USA Learning Tour 2017 
The College is offering a wonderful new learning opportunity in 

2017, taking a group of students on a learning tour to the 

United States of America. The tour departs on Thursday, 30 

March 2017 with students visiting Washington, Pennsylvania, 

New York, Seattle and San Jose. This tour has been designed 

to allow students to gain a new perspective on the world, 

facilitating learning through experience, discussion and 

interaction with others. By coming into direct contact with a 

different environment and a new culture, students can better 

understand their place in the community. The learning tour 

seeks to inspire and motivate students towards the pursuit of 

careers in Science, Engineering, Industrial Design, Technology 

and Commerce. In the construction of the itinerary we have 

sought to expose students to a number of global organisations 

that are celebrated for their innovation and design, in addition 

to recognising their contribution to advancing economic 

development as socially responsible and ethical operations.  

The tour is open to all students in Years 10, 11 and 12 in 2017, 

however, priority may be given to students in particular subject 

areas. A major component of the tour is the student’s  

Independent Research Project. Their research project topic 

must be related to two of their enrolled subjects and link to a 

part/s of the itinerary. An outline of the student’s proposed 

research project forms part of the application process and the 

completed projects will be on display following the completion 

of the learning tour. This is a fantastic opportunity for students 

to extend and enrich their learning through independent 

research and applied knowledge across a range of subjects.  

The itinerary, costs and further details on the requirements of 

the research project will be available at a Parent Information 

Session to be held on Wednesday, 11 May 2016 at 6.30pm in 

Room F203/204. Should your daughter be considering applying 

you are required to attend this evening.  

We look forward to seeing you there.  
 

Jessica Hall 
Teaching and Learning Leader 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
On Tuesday, 19 April 2016 Year 10 students took part in their 

Faith Formation Day, held at the Moonee Ponds Bowling Club. 

This day was an opportunity for us to understand the 

expectations of FIAT (Faith in Action Today) and our Year Level 

charity, Catholic Earthcare. Mr Jurd, aided by two YouTube 

clips, discussed the importance of making a difference to 

people and the environment and how beauty is all around us. 

We heard  interesting and different FIAT experiences from two 

Year 11 students and brainstormed issues and resolutions to 

overcome prominent environmental concerns. We each 

individually came up with our own environmental pledge (e.g. 

“to have shorter showers”…), wrote this on a leaf template 

(either hand-drawn or traced), decorated it, and then stuck it on 

our Homeroom poster paper, to remind us daily about our 

personal pledge. Overall, it was a very enjoyable and 

encouraging day for all.  

Rachel Waring 10D 

Thank you to all those 

families who donated their 

old College uniforms which 

were collected by Mrs Mary 

Calthorpe. These uniforms 

will be used in Timor-Leste 

through the work of the 

Salesians. 

 
 
 
 
 
Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Event Reminder 

Mother’s Day Breakfast :Tuesday, 10 May 2016  

RSVP via www.trybooking.com/LFAN  

http://www.trybookin.com/LFAN


 

Term 
Dates 
2016 

Term 1 - Monday, 1 February - Thursday, 24 March 
Term 2 –Monday, 11 April - Friday, 24 June 
Term 3 - Monday, 11 July - Friday, 16 September 
Term 4 - Monday, 3 October - Thursday, 8 December 

 

  

 

Student Counsellor 
Sometimes All We Need to do Is Listen 
The great poet and mystic Rumi has written: ‘There is a voice 

that doesnȭt use words. Listen.’ This speaks of the power in 

silent listening. The great challenge is to listen without the 

intent of a reply; to listen only with the intent of understanding 

the other. I see listening as being able to gaze into the soul of 

another, and it is a beautiful privilege to watch the subtle 

change in a person when they feel that they have permission 

to share their story without interruption or judgement. It offers 

an affirming experience, that who they are is okay, that their 

thoughts and experiences are valid, and that they are 

important enough for someone to stop and listen to them.  

This is an act that needn’t be confined to a counselling room. It 

is something desirable in every relationship, and it is a quality 

that any parent, teacher or friend can share with a young 

person. A loving silence has the power to heal more than any 

of the most well-intentioned words, and it is tremendous in its 

offering to the listener. Jimi Hendrix once said: Ȭknowledge 

speaks, but wisdom listensȭ. Even a wild and rebellious rock star 

sensed the deep understanding and wisdom that comes from 

the humble act of merely listening. 

Try listening to your daughters without the need of a reply or 

advice-giving. See what it offers the relationship, and even 

what subtle shift of wisdom and awareness it offers you, as you 

engage in the act of pure listening.  

Ceci Tankey 

Student Counsellor 

Pathways News 
VCE & Careers Expo  
Thursday, 5 May to Sunday, 8 May 2016 at Caulfield 

Racecourse. See www.vceandcareers.com.au/ for more 

information. 

Scholar Programs 

The Monash Scholars Program helps high-achieving 

secondary school students develop and excel, both 

academically and personally.  Scholars explore and pinpoint 

their passions, develop a broad suite of study skills, and gain 

confidence to make great course and career choices.  Through 

the program, they'll build a personal network of peers and 

academics that will last through to university and beyond.  

 

The La Trobe Hallmark Program is a program for  

high-achieving students who are passionate about learning.  

This program provides students with opportunities to work in 

cross-disciplinary teams on some of the world's most pressing 

issues with access to and mentoring by leading researchers.  

All successful applicants to the Hallmark Program  receive a 

Hallmark Program Scholarship valued at $10, 500 over 4 years 

to enable students to undertake a variety of enrichment 

activities including an International Study Tour.  

Law Week 2016 
Law Week is an annual festival of events that makes learning 

about the law easy. Held in May,  Law Week has taken place 

across Victoria since 1980.  Law Week will take place from 

Monday, 16 May – Sunday, 22 May 2016.  Students get to go 

behind the scenes of the Victorian legal system, and see what 

the law is all about.  Find legal answers on everyday issues, 

take a prison ghost tour,  or check out court open days for 

debates, mock-trials and more.  Find out more at Law Week 

2016 - What's on?  

National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) 2017  
Year 11 students, with a passion for Science, are reminded 

that the National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is the only 

program in Australia that offers students the chance to  

test-drive a wide range of universities and careers in the field 

of  science.  Expressions of interest must be submitted by 

Tuesday, 31 May 2016.   

Helen Aliaga 
Pathways Co-Ordinator 
 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
The final closing date to apply for the “Camps, Sports and  
Excursions Fund” (CSEF) is Friday, 3 June 2016. 
 
If you have a valid means-tested concession card such as a Health 
Care Card or a Pension Concession Card, and your daughter is 
named on this card, then you may be eligible for funding. 
 
Applications are available from the Finance Office, the Registrar 
or on CSEF website www.education.vic.gov.au/csef. 
 

Finance Office 

http://www.vceandcareers.com.au/
http://www.monash.edu/study/schools/events/monash-scholars
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/school/hallmark-program
http://www.everyday-law.org.au/law-week/whats-on-in-law-week-2016
http://www.everyday-law.org.au/law-week/whats-on-in-law-week-2016
http://www.nysf.edu.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


 

  

 

Italy Study Tour 2016 
On Saturday, 19 March 2016, 31 students in Years 10, 11 and 

12 along with five members of staff embarked on the 2016 

Ave Maria College Italian Study Tour. We boarded our flight 

to Rome very late in the evening with much excitement and 

fanfare. Divided into the groups: Michelangelo, Raphael, 

Donatello and Leonardo, we spent our first 3 days in Rome, 

visiting places such as the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, the 

Vatican and the Trevi Fountain. We had a wonderful time 

walking through the narrow streets and absorbing the  

history and the culture of Rome.  

Our next destination was the magical medieval hilltop town 

of Orvieto, in Umbria. Here we spent 4 nights learning about 

the Etruscan history of the town and the surrounding area, 

and enjoyed exploring the impressive monuments, churches, 

and ancient noble buildings. Students participated in  

language, pottery, art history and cookery classes. We took 

an excursion to the ancient town of Bagnoregio, where we 

had time to explore. We then journeyed to Lake Bolsena, 

feasting on gelati while watching a beautiful sunset.  

The next stop, Assisi, where we visited churches and  

monuments associated with St Clare and St Francis of Assisi 

further developeing our understanding of the Franciscan 

Charism of Ave Maria College.  

In Florence we visited the Uffizi Gallery viewing masterpieces 

including “The Birth of Venus” by Botticelli, as well as works 

by Michelangelo, Caravaggio and Raphael. We also  

participated in an entertaining interactive tour of the Palazzo 

Vecchio, once home to the ruling Medici family. Our ‘host’ of 

the tour was an actor playing the role of Giorgio Vasari, a 

painter who painted the walls and ceilings of part of the 

Palazzo Vecchio. We also visited the beautiful Florence  

Duomo, the Ponte Vecchio and the Pitti Palace. In Florence 

students had ample free time and, without surprise, used 

much of this as an opportunity to shop. 

From Florence, we drove to La Spezia, where we spent two 

nights. La Spezia is the gateway to the spectacular Cinque 

Terre, which consists of five lands and five villages:  

Riomaggiore, Manarola, Corniglia, Vernazza and  

Monterosso al Mare. We toured  4 out of the 5 villages and 

were amazed by the nature, colours, architecture and  

breathtaking scenery.  

Our final destination Venice didn’t disappoint. With its  

network of canals, tiny walkways, pretty bridges, and unique 

buildings.  

Amongst the places we visited in Venice were the Doge’s  

Palace, the Bridge of Sighs, the Peggy Guggenheim Museum 

and St Mark’s Square and the Basilica. Again, with plenty of 

time to explore, and, you guessed it, shop, students purchased 

beautiful Murano glass jewellery which, hopefully, they will 

keep forever as a reminder of their trip. We had  

several delicious meals in Venice, as 

we did throughout our tour of Italy.  

Throughout our journey we were 

fortunate enough to have caring and 

supportive staff , enthusiastic  

students and informative local 

guides providing students with an 

enhanced intercultural  

understanding, sharpened  

self-awareness and heavier suitcases 

as a result of lots of shopping.   

Carolyn Mills 

Study Tour Staff Member 

Excursion  - The Ian Potter Centre: NGV  

Australia - 200 Years of Australian Fashion  
On Thursday, 24 April the Year 11 VET Applied Fashion and 

Design Technology class went to NGV Australia in  

Federation Square to view ‘200 Years of Australian Fashion’ 

exhibition. We are currently studying fashion trends of each 

decade over the 20th Century and what influenced these styles, 

such as economic climates and availability of fabrics. The  

layout and experience of the exhibition exceeded our  

expectations with each era not only show casing clothing and 

accessories but also incorporating background music, pictures 

and lighting to set the mood of the time period. Prior to the 

excursion, we researched to gain background knowledge of 

design characteristics for particular periods in fashion and 

whilst in the exhibition, we 

were given time to thoroughly  

explore and select our  

favourite era to write about. 

The overall experience was a 

success, I was engaged in 

learning and expanded my 

knowledge on how fashion of 

today has been inspired by 

times past. 

Madelyn Campbell 11D 


