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Prayer 
Loving God, thank you for the gift of the Holy Spirit which we celebrate at Pentecost. May we allow 
the Holy Spirit to guide us into the truth – about You, others and ourselves. We make this prayer in 
Jesus’ name. Amen 

Athletics Carnival 

 

 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Friday, 25 May 2018 all parents are warmly invited to the 

Timor Leste Trivia Night to be held in Francis Hall. We look 

forward to a great community night to raise awareness and 

funds for our sister school in Venilale. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 
 

“What is education for? In my view, it is to enable all students 

to understand the world around them and the talents within 

them so that they can become fulfilled individuals and active, 

compassionate citizens.” 

Sir Ken Robinson in “An Expert’s View” in The New York Times, 

April 8, 2018 

As we head toward the mid point of term and prepare for end of 

semester assessment, it is timely to remember the WHY of 

education. More broadly within our Catholic context, we could 

add to Sir Ken Robinson’s great quote by suggesting that 

education is about opening our students to an experience – an 

experience of something greater than themselves, of an 

experience of truth and beauty, an experience of love and 

through this, God’s love. It’s what we work with parents to 

provide for our young women. It is therefore both future 

focussed on their adulthood and very much experienced in the 

here and now of the present. 

Review Concludes 
My thanks to all staff, students, parents and members of the 

Board of Governance who participated in our College Review 

recently. Through this involvement and the work of the 

reviewing panel, we have been presented with a comprehensive 

overview of our work as a College. The feedback provided offers 

us clear insight into all that is going well in teaching and 

learning and those areas for particular focus over the coming 

years. We move now to reflect and discern our Strategic Plan 

for the period 2019 – 2022; a draft of which will be available in 

Term 3 for community consultation. 

Community Events 
The month of May is a busy time for community events. 

Athletics Carnival, Mother’s Day Breakfast, Kick Arts and next 

week Timor Leste Trivia Night to name a few; what a wonderful 

celebration each has been for our community. We thank all 

those who organised and more particularly, all those who 

supported these events by their participation. 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=370332&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=370332&


 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
Mid-year examinations are on the horizon for our Year 10 
and 11 students. In our planning last year we debated and 
discussed examinations and their place in our Teaching and 
Learning program. It has been a very worthwhile discussion 
that led to some important outcomes in terms of the nature 
of assessment at our school. There is a whole philosophical, 
and to my mind justified, debate around the validity of 
examinations and how accurately they measure student 
learning. In fact, given we regularly assess and provide 
feedback to our students on their learning, the need for an 
examination in any form comes into question. This debate 
underpinned the Assessment Reform Project and led to the 
policy and protocols we have established and ratified over 
2016 and 2017. 

The fact remains however that student performance in 
examinations at Year 12 forms the major component of their 
assessment. The College’s position on the purpose of 
examinations Year 7 to 11 is to prepare students for Year 12 
examinations. We have taken an age and stage appropriate 
approach to this in the structuring of our examination 
periods from Year 7 through to Year 11. Hence our 
examination structure at Years 7 to 9 is different to Years 10 
and 11. 

As students move into VCE, the standards and expectations 
on them in terms of examination performance increases. 
Hence the introduction of mid-year examinations at Year 10 
and at the end of every Semester thereafter. At Year 10 and 
11 we look to provide each student with the opportunity to 
organise, synthesise, apply and consolidate their learning in 
the context of an examination similar to those undertaken 
at the VCE Units 3 and 4 level. 

We have made a number of logistical changes to the way 
our examination timetable will run but more importantly 
from the student perspective we wish to ensure they treat 
the examination period as though it is training for Unit 3 and 
4 examinations. So, Unit 1 and 2 students will find both  
mid-year and end of year examinations mirror Unit 3 and 4 
examinations in length, structure and style. Further to this, 
Unit 1 and 2 examinations at the end of the year will cover 
the whole year’s content as they do in Unit 3 and 4. All Year 
10 examinations will operate on 60 minutes in Semester 1 
with core study subjects being similar or the same in length 
as VCE in Semester 2. Core study examinations will cover 
both Semester 1 and 2 content as a transitionary step into 
VCE. 

Our advice is that students should now be looking to build 
revision into their weekly study routines as opposed to 
waiting until all the content has been taught. 

Phillip Tascone 
Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning 

Heads of School 
Year 10 and 11 Semester 1 Examinations 
This week, students in Years 10 and 11 will receive their Semester 

1 Examination timetables.  The semester examinations provide 

an opportunity for students to demonstrate their learning over 

the course of Terms 1 and 2.  The examination periods for each 

Year Level are slightly different this year: 

 

 

 
 

It is expected that all students in Years 10 and 11 complete their 

examinations in accordance with the procedures and 

expectations that will be communicated.  A copy of the 

examination timetable will also be published on AveSpace. 

VCE General Achievement Test (GAT) 
On Wednesday, 13 June 2018 all students undertaking a Unit 3 or 

4 study sequence will be required to sit the 3 hour General 

Achievement Test (GAT). The GAT is a test of general knowledge 

and skills in written communication, Mathematics, Science, 

Technology, Humanities, The Arts and Social Sciences. These 

areas are very broad. Each represents a body of general 

knowledge and skills that students are likely to have built up 

through their school years. Students can get a good idea of the 

questions by looking at previous GAT papers. Students are 

encouraged to familiarise themselves with these questions and 

note that all the information needed to work out the right answer 

is provided. Source:  http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/

gat/aboutgat.aspx   

Subject Selection Evening – Save The Date 
As we approach the halfway point of Term 2, the College is 

currently beginning the Subject Selection process for 2019.  As 

part of this process Domain Team Leaders and teaching staff are 

working towards the preparation of materials and resources for 

the Subject Selection booklets.  Subject Selection will occur in 

Week 2 of Term 3, with the Subject Selection evening scheduled 

for Wednesday, 25 July 2018.  More information about this 

process and this event will be communicated towards the end of 

Term 2. 
 

Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 
Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 

Enrolments for Year 7 in 2020 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2020 are currently being accepted 

by the College and must be submitted by Friday, 17 August 2018.  

Offers of placements will be posted on Friday, 19 October 2018. 

All families including families with another daughter currently  

enrolled at the College, must submit an Application for Enrolment.  

Applications are considered according to the criteria listed in the 

College Enrolment Policy. 

Year 11: Thursday, 7 June  – Friday, 15 June 2018 

Year 10: Thursday, 14 June -  Wednesday, 20 June 2018  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/gat/gat.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/gat/aboutgat.aspx
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/exams/gat/aboutgat.aspx
http://www.avemaria.vic.edu.au/media/uploads/EnrolmentPolicy2016.pdf


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 

Tuesday, 15 May - Thursday, 17 May                                                            Year 7 and Year 9 NAPLAN 

Wednesday, 23 May - Friday, 25 May                                                           Year 10 Outdoor Education Camp 

Friday, 25 May                                                                                                        Year 8 Special Persons’ Mass (12.30pm), Timor Leste Trivia Night (6.30pm) 

Wednesday, 6 June                                                                                               Professional Practice Day (Student Free Day) 

Thursday, 7 June - Friday, 15 June                                                                   Year 11 Examinations 

Tuesday, 12 June                                                                                                    Year 12 University Experience 

Wednesday, 13 June                                                                                             VCE General Achievement Test (GAT) 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Preparing for Examinations 
With the examination timetable to be released shortly it is time 

to encourage your daughter to begin her preparation. Exams 

are an important part of the learning process at the College. 

They ask students to demonstrate how well they are able to 

recall and apply, under timed conditions, what they have 

learnt. The Year 10 and 11 examination period is fast 

approaching and your daughter can never begin preparing too 

early. Time management is crucial in the lead up to this period. 

Managing home study, sporting commitments, family 

obligations and in some instances a part time job can be 

challenging but is manageable if your daughter stays 

organised. A study timetable may work for some students or 

ask your daughter to set some revision goals that can be used 

to help guide and motivate her learning. Your daughter’s 

teachers continue to be her greatest resource and I ask that you 

encourage her to seek additional help during this time if she 

needs it. 

Using Technology to Assist in Study 
There are a number of interactive tools and websites that can 

assist in both revision and the establishment of good study 

habits. You may like to browse some of the following with your 

daughter: 

Websites: 

Youth Central: Study tips and resources 

Bubbl-us: Mindmapping made easy. 

Study Vibe: Explore all this site has to offer, there is a range of 
study tools, research guides and tips for goal setting and 
motivation 

Applications: 

Quizlet: Makes studying fun, easy, and effective. Create your 
own sets of study material or choose from millions created by 
other Quizlet users. Then master your subject with powerful 
interactive learning tools including memory tests or race 
against the clock in a game of match.  

Khan Academy: Over 10,000 videos and explanations at your 
fingertips in math, science, economics, history, and much, 
much more 

Voice Record Pro: Record yourself reading your notes or 
textbook and listen to it to assist in your revision. 

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

 

 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Year 7 Faith Formation Day 
On Friday, 11 May 2018 Year 7 students had their Faith 

Formation Day and thanks to Mrs Thompson and Mr Jurd the 

day was a huge success and we all enjoyed it.  

Our Year 7 Homeroom and RE teachers took us into our House 

groups and ran fun activities to bond with others and create 

new friendships. We focused on Operation Christmas Child 

which is the Year 7 Social Justice focus. We learned about our 

community and about volunteering and how it's important to 

volunteer. We finished the day by lighting our Year Level candle 

and all our Homeroom candles with a final Liturgy.  

It was a very good day and we personally enjoyed it very much 

as we know our fellow peers did as well. 

Evelyn Zuccarelli and Lauren Cunnington 

Year 7 Faith and Social Justice Leaders 
 

Faith In Action Today Placement Forms 
Thanks to the Year 10 students who have submitted their Faith 

In Action Today (FIAT) placement forms. A reminder that these 

are now overdue. Please submit your FIAT form to Student 

Services as a matter of urgency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Do not fear, only believe. (Mark 5:36) 
In this passage Jesus raises the girl from the dead. There are many 
facets to this story but one view is that in telling them ‘do not 
fear’, Jesus is saying to them ‘do not look on the surface’. Believing 
gives us a broader, deeper vision; seeing things as they might be – 
not just as they are. Believing in this way gives us the grace and 
strength to deal with difficulties, seeing the situation and people 
as they might be – living in justice and right relationships. 
Fear can hold us back in many ways. For the young people in our 
care, fear might hold them back from exploring their gifts, trying 
new experiences or from believing in themselves. Seeing the world 
and themselves as they might be – as God made them to be – 
allows them to make their contribution, including overcoming 
unjust situations. Seeing the good in themselves also allows them 
to see the good in others, sometimes hidden, and so grow in 
compassion. These are all important factors in living life to the 
full. 
 

Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Veggie Garden update 

http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/study-and-training/help-with-study/how-to-study-better/top-10-study-tips
http://bubbl.us/
http://www.studyvibe.com.au/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


Student Counsellor 

5 Steps to Study Success 
Many students are presenting with stress and are overwhelmed 

as Scheduled Assessments, practice examinations and General 

Assessment Tasks build.  Building some solid skills and strate-

gies now, will help better manage stress as the year rolls on, 

and will be of huge benefit when exam time comes around. It is 

also a great opportunity to develop good organisation and 

study skills for future tertiary study and for entering the  

workforce.  

5 scientifically proven steps that will help with study: 
 

Not all Stress is Bad: 

While it’s often given a bad rap, the right amount of 

stress can actually motivate you to get stuff done. 

The thing is to recognise when stress has tipped over 

from being a motivating force to an  

overwhelming emotion.  

20-Minute Study Rule:  

No one can study for 6 hours straight and be  

effective. Break up your time into twenty-minute 

chunks for the most effective use of your brain.  

Say it Out Loud: 

The best way to really remember and learn is to talk 

about what you’re learning out loud, without using 

any notes. 

Breaks=Good, Constant Distraction=Bad:  

Taking planned and timed breaks will help you  

remain on task, but checking your Social every 5 

minutes is a study fail! Research shows that it can 

take up to twenty minutes to refocus on your task 

once you have been distracted.  

Sleep is Your Friend:  

If you get a good night’s sleep before your exam, you 

are scientifically proven to retain more of what you 

studied the day before than if you stay up until crazy 

late. If you are having sleep issues, talk to your 

School Counsellor or see your GP.  

For more information go to REACH OUT 

Ceci Tankey 
Student Counsellor  
 

Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise in Term 2 
 Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Monday, 25 June -   Friday, 29 June 2018 

 Law Week – 14 to 20 May, various locations 

 Year 12 students planning on applying for UMAT2018 

are reminded that applications close on Friday, 1 June 

2018 at 5.00pm.  For more information, and/or to apply 

visit UMAT2018. 

  Career Weeks 2018 

The International College of Hotel Management (ICHM)  

is hosting its Career Weeks from Monday 9 July – Friday 

13 July 2018 or Monday, 1 October – Friday, 5 October 

2018.  Students keen on learning more about the inter-

national tourism and hospitality industry are encour-

aged to consider participating.  Find out more at ICHM 

Career Weeks 2018 

Careers in Psychology  
Psychology is a popular field of study in Australia and is 

taught at universities in every state and territory. 

With diverse workplace settings and areas of expertise, 

psychology can be a highly rewarding and satisfying career 

choice. Psychologists who complete postgraduate studies 

in specific areas of psychology may be eligible to receive 

area of practice endorsement from the Psychology Board 

of Australia. Find out more at Australian Psychological 

Society (APS) - Careers in Psychology 

Students are reminded that, for the most part, the only 

VCE prerequisite subject for university entry is an English.  

Students should verify this at VTAC. 

Deakin Genie 
Deakin has been recognised as a global digital leader at 

the Digital Edge 50 awards for the second year running, 

with the Deakin Genie digital personal assistant tool for 

students receiving a 2018 Digital Edge 50 award from the 

world's number one ranked media, data and marketing 

services company. 

Watch this YouTube clip on how this personalised systems 

works for Deakin students - Deakin Genie  

 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

https://au.reachout.com/everyday-issues/exam-stress
https://www.everyday-law.org.au/law-week
https://umat.acer.edu.au/
https://umat.acer.edu.au/
http://nationalcareersweek.com/
https://www.ichm.edu.au/about/careers/career-weeks
https://www.ichm.edu.au/about/careers/career-weeks
http://www.psychology.org.au/studentHQ/careers-in-psychology/
http://www.psychology.org.au/studentHQ/careers-in-psychology/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsRPuU53E74&feature=youtu.be


Student Leadership 
From the Year 11 Leaders 
On Tuesday, 8 May 2018, members of the Year 11  
Leadership Team presented to the Year 11 cohort the 
issue of shopping ethically. Students were given a  
booklet called “Ethical Fashion Guide”, containing  
information on 400+ brands and how ethical those 
brands are. The Leadership Team explained the guide, 
talking about the organisation that releases this every 
year and what they have achieved in the past 5 years. Our 
exposure to this guide was through ACRATH, the Social 
Justice focus for Year 11 this year.  

ACRATH is committed to working together towards the 

elimination of human trafficking in Australia, the Asia 

Pacific region, and globally. Human trafficking is the 

trafficking of people for the recruitment, transportation, 

transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, and is one of 

the three highest grossing crimes. 

Student Council 
In 2018, the Student Leadership program has expanded 

with the introduction of a Student Council.  Members of 

the Student Council consists of students in various  

leadership positions within the school.  These leaders 

nominated themselves to be a part of the Council.  The 

purpose of the Student Council will be to ensure there is 

a regular gathering of student leaders across the College 

to discuss student driven ideas and initiatives.  The  

Student Council is responsible for initiating student  

forums and leading community building activities.  The 

Student Council will also be the formal forum for student 

feedback on key issues and College procedures and  

processes. The Student Council meets at least twice per 

term afterschool, and is a formal meeting run by the  

students, overseen by the Heads of School.  Each  

meeting is also attended by either the College Principal 

or College Deputy Principal: Leadership and Learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yasmine Athaide  and Vanessa D’Andrea  
College Captains 

Year 7 News 
Engineers Without Borders 
On Thursday, 3 May 2018, the Year 7 Science classes had a  
Science incursion with “Engineers Without Borders Australia”. 
“Engineers Without Borders” are Engineering students from the 
University of Melbourne. They gave us the task of how to get clean 
water from dirty water using filtration processes.  

We learnt that over 780 million people around the world don’t have 
access to clean fresh water. In Australia, where we turn on a tap 
and get clean drinking water, many countries do not have that  
luxury. 

We were given an activity to filter polluted water with household 
materials. We were split into groups and allocated a  
country. Each country had a different amount of money to spend 
on materials to create the filters.  

My group was given Vietnam and we only had $40 whereas  
Australia had $800. With the money we could buy whatever we 
needed to create a functional water filter.  

Surprisingly, in my class, one of the teams or countries who had 
the least amount of money created the best filter. I really  
enjoyed this workshop and would like to thank “Engineers Without 
Borders Australia”on behalf of all the Year 7 Science classes for this 
fun session. 

Ella Colomer 7B 
 

Science and Engineering Day 
On the holidays I went to Robo Girls Science and Engineering day. 
It was an amazing experience and I would definitely do it again.  

The first activity was about binary coding. We had to decode se-
crete messages and even make our own using binary code. It was 
so much fun as we all tried to figure out the different  
messages. 

In our second activity we learnt how to code a robot. At the end we 
were competing our robots against one another to see who the 
best robot was. It was very exciting when my team’s robot was the 
winner!  

In our last and final activity we had to make our own bridge.  We 
only had fifteen minutes with a limited amount of resources availa-
ble and certain rules.  This exercise was to teach us about civil engi-
neering.  

It was such a fun and exciting day and I would encourage all girls to 
give science, engineering and coding a go. 

Isabella Jessen 7E 

Navy Blue 
Navy Blue, it’s the drizzle of rain on a window. The eerie and scared 
feeling of someone trailing behind you, your every movement  
followed. It is the emptiness you feel when you lose somebody, 
though unlike a tree’s leaves or lizards tail they never come back. 
Navy blue is an unpleasant sadness, a door that won’t open again. 

Ruby Fitzgerald 7B 

https://baptistworldaid.org.au/resources/2018-ethical-fashion-guide/
https://acrath.org.au/about/
https://acrath.org.au/about/
https://www.ewb.org.au/


 

  

 

Community News  

Year 8  

Special Person’s 

Mass  

Friday, 25 May 2018 

12.30pm, Francis Hall 

Time to Shine 2018 Ticket Sale  
Time to Shine 2018, a musical 
celebration to showcase the  
extraordinary talents of young  
performers featuring singers, 
dances and musicians from 
Catholic secondary schools 
across the Archdiocese of  
Melbourne at the  State Theatre 
on 28 July, 2018 

HURRY LAST WEEK TO BOOK 

Click on the Links to  

Reserve Your Place 

https://goo.gl/forms/8jqkwq4wIS0nGv6i2
https://goo.gl/forms/8jqkwq4wIS0nGv6i2
https://goo.gl/forms/8jqkwq4wIS0nGv6i2
https://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au/whats-on/2018/contemporary-music/time-to-shine

