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Prayer 
Loving God may we remember Your presence with us at the Eucharist: in the Eucharistic itself, in Your 

Word, in the celebrant and we the people gathered. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

success of the recent Trivia Night and the 

generosity of families with Mission Action Day in March, we 

are hoping to donate close to $30,000 to our sister school in 

Venilale. This money will go a long way. The community is 

always most appreciative of the efforts on our part to support 

their work and very much look forward to welcoming our 

Immersion group later this year.  

Students  

Claudia Fox, Madeline Saxton, Juliet Batistella, Amy Kirk  

Tara Clark, Madeline McLeod 
 

Staff Attending  

Jessica Hall, Monika Wagner, Robert Martini   

Student Learning Success  
We were very pleased to hear of the selection of 3 students to 

represent Ave Maria College at the National Mooting 

Competition on the Gold Coast recently, sponsored by Bond 

University. Abbey Crowley, Antonia Kerrison and Madeline 

Saxton took part, supported by Ms Grace Ciavarella. Mooting 

is a mock trial carried out before judges in a court room with 

observance of all legal procedures. The 3 students represented 

the College very well, with Madeline Saxton receiving an 

award for Outstanding Oralist.  

Year 8 Special Person Mass 
Thank you to the many parents and special people who 

supported our Year 8 students at the recent Special Person’s 

mass, led by Fr Peter Haong. It was a wonderful celebration 

with Fr Hoang reminding students that the enormous love of 

God is experienced through the enormous love of our family.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 
Prayer at the Heart of Our Faith 
This week I share with you a wonderful image of prayer, offered 

by Fr Laurence Freeman OSB, as he reflects on the importance 

of stillness and silence before God. This is the inspiration behind 

our daily Stillpoint.  

We must not forget that all ways of prayer are valid. “Meditation 

is the missing dimension of much Christian life today. It does not 

exclude other types of prayer and indeed deepens reverence for 

the sacraments and scripture.” The connection between all the 

different forms of prayer may be expressed through the image 

of an old-fashioned wooden wheel:  

“The purpose of a wheel is to move a cart. Prayer is the wheel that 

moves our life spiritually towards God. To turn, the wheel must 

make contact with the ground. If the wheel does not touch the 

ground, it cannot move the cart; the wheel will just spin. So there 

must be a real time and place in our daily life that we give to 

prayer.  

The spokes of the wheel are like the different forms of prayer. All 

forms of prayer are valid and effective. We have the Eucharist, 

intercessory prayer, the sacraments, the reading of Scripture and 

personal devotions.  

What holds the spokes together and turns the wheel is the hub. 

The spokes converge at the hub. We can think of the hub as the 

Prayer of Christ dwelling in our hearts. At the hub of the wheel, 

there is stillness. Without the still point at the centre, the wheel 

cannot turn.  

Prayer is coming to stillness at the centre of our being. When we 

pray, we come into that central stillness which is the source of all 

our action, our movement towards God through Christ within us. 

The movement of the wheel requires stillness at the centre. This is 

the relationship between action and contemplation.”  

(Taken from WCCM, Daily Teaching)  

Timor-Leste  
I am pleased to announce the names of those travelling to 

Timor-Leste in September. Together, staff and students will 

spend time visiting a number of communities and will gain a 

sense of how our fundraising is being put to good use in 

furthering the education of young women. Following the 



 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
In conjunction with the Learning Charter, 2018 sees our 

College implement new protocols for reporting which I 

wrote about in previous newsletters. Our summative 

Semester Reports will be issued in the last week of this term 

and I provide for you here a brief summary of what to 

expect. In a nutshell, the Semester Reports for each subject 

will provide the following information: 

 An update on your daughter’s progress in the Learner 

Attributes 

 A summary of her Assessment Task results 

 A comment with respect to an Area of Growth and an 

Area for Improvement in relation to one or more of the 

study’s Key Learning Areas or Outcomes. 

 Where applicable at Year 7 to Year 10, a Progression 

Point indicator for the study (At Standard etc.) 

Please note that due to the timing of the examination 

period, exam scores will not appear on these reports. These 

results can be accessed by students in the usual way via 

AveSpace and by parents via Parent Access Module (PAM). 

I take this opportunity to reiterate our established purpose 

for Assessment and Reporting which is to ascertain and 

acknowledge the growth in a student’s learning from 

previous to current achievement levels and thereby direct 

future learning. So, we invite you to reflect here on what has 

my daughter achieved, how has she grown and how can she 

improve? Discussing both yours and your daughter’s own 

reflections on these questions will be an important learning 

exercise for her to undertake. This reflection should centre 

on her academic performance and just as importantly, the 

way she has gone about her learning; that is the Learning 

Attributes she demonstrated. 

Just as with any new undertaking it is important that we 

evaluate its impact on student learning. So, our process 

after this reporting cycle will be to invite feedback from 

parents and students on the value these reports have 

brought in this regard. Please do look out for this 

opportunity when we email our survey link out to you. 

 
Phillip Tascone 
Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning 
 
 
 
 
 

Heads of School 
Year 10 Work Experience 
In the final week of Term 2 Year 10 students will embark on a 

week of work experience.  Students will enter the work force for 5 

days and experience life in the real world.  Students have the 

opportunity to see what occurs in their selected workplace on a 

day to day basis, engage in professional discussions, and begin 

establishing networks and workplace skills.  We wish all students 

the best and thank our employers for supporting this important 

program. 

VCE Semester 2 Begins 
On Monday, 18 June 2018 the new VCE Semester will begin, with 

students starting Unit 2 or Unit 4.  If a student has made a change 

to their VCE enrolment, this will be effective from this date.  

Timetables will be updated on the Friday, 15 June 2018. 

Uniform Reminder 
Following the uniform blitz that occurred recently, it must be 

noted that most students were found to be wearing their uniform 

appropriately.  Two common infringements however were the 

wearing of multiple earrings and coloured nail polish.  We ask 

parents to please support the College by ensuring your daughter 

does not have coloured nail polish (only clear or French manicure 

are acceptable), and that she limits earrings to one per ear. 

University Experience Excursions 
On Tuesday, 12 June 2018 the Year 12 students had the 

opportunity to visit 2 universities. Students pre-selected where 

they would like to go and had to make their own way there.  At 

each site students had the opportunity to hear from a university 

spokesperson and take a short campus tour.  This is an exciting 

opportunity for the students and begins their process of 

considering Tertiary preferences. Year 11 students will also 

experience a University when they attend the Tertiary 

Information session at RMIT, on Monday, 18 June 2018. 

The Subject Selection evening for students in Years 9-11 in 2019 

will be held on Wednesday, 25 July 2018.  More information will 

be communicated in the coming weeks. 

 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 
Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 

REMINDER: 
Last Day of  Term 2 Friday, 29 June 2018. 

Early Dismissal 1.38pm. 

http://www.avemaria.vic.edu.au/about/newsletter-archive/
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 

Thursday, 14 June - Wednesday, 20 June                                                    Year 10 Examinations 

Monday, 25 June - Friday, 29 June                                                                 Year 10 Work Experience 

Friday, 29 June                                                                                                        Term 2 Finishes (Early Dismissal 1.38pm) 

Monday, 16 July                                                                                                      Student Free Day 

Tuesday, 17 July                                                                                                      Term 3 Commences 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
EduTech Conference 
I was very fortunate last week to attend the EduTech 

conference, the largest of its kind in the southern hemisphere. 

Julia Gillard, former Prime Minister and Education Minister was 

one of the key note speakers and spoke of what she believes is 

the largest issue facing education today, which is ‘skills 

uncertainty and inequality’.  

Skills uncertainty refers to the growing need to equip students 

with 21st century skills required for occupations yet to be 

imagined. Referencing Yong Zhao, she noted that a crucial, 

modern education outcome is a sense of entrepreneurialism 

and fostering an ability for students to live, work and thrive 

through change. This involves developing skills like creativity, 

collaboration and resilience, which will be essential to non-

automated jobs. This message was echoed further throughout 

the conference with much of the research noting that the role 

of a teacher today is less about imparting knowledge and more 

about nurturing the so-called soft skills students will need in 

the workplace of the future, such as curiosity and critical 

thinking. It was noted that 50-70% of all tasks are under threat 

of automation which further strengthens the need to foster 

uniquely ‘human skills’.  

Skills inequality refers to the alarming statistic that projects 

one third of students in high-income countries won’t acquire 

basic skills by 2030. Ms Gillard offered 5 strategies to ensure 

Australian students are not in that one third: 

1. “Facts are facts, we should know and stand up for them”. 

She suggested policymakers and school managers stick to the 

‘deep evidence base’ that underpins education.  

2. “Fight short-termism”. This is more of a political issue, 

whereby policymakers can have populist, knee-jerk reactions to 

outcries about standardised testing results. 

3. “Customisation is key”. This doesn’t just mean 

customisation of learning; tailoring funding, too, is important.  

4. “The future is about national rigour and local ingenuity”. 

Gillard advocated for a mostly bottom up approach to 

education policy, where politicians set the agenda but schools 

choose how to deliver it. 

5. “We think of education in silos, but for individuals, it’s a 

connected journey”. It’s important that the flow of education 

is seamless as students move from early childhood learning to 

tertiary studies. This is also the case with content, highlighting 

the connectedness between learning areas.  

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

Student Counsellor 

Finding Perspective World Refugee Day 
20 June 2018 
I have recently found myself being drawn to historical novels 
and documentaries about World War II, and in particular, the 
atrocities of the Holocaust. I have learnt that while Europe 
witnessed the overall loss of about 40% of the Jewish 
population, up to 90% of Orthodox Jews were slaughtered, 
many of their survivors arriving in Melbourne as Holocaust 
Refugees. 

I know I am not the only one to be so intrigued by this part of 
our world’s history. It is something so horrific and 
incomprehensible, that there is an enthralling element, 
especially the psychology behind Germany’s fascist ideology, 
and the calculated brainwashing of entire nations, spreading 
propaganda with young children in schools, and whole 
communities, so that it was actually believed that people of 
Jewish descent were non-human, and wiping them out was akin 
to exterminating lice. My deepest hope is that the world never 
repeats what was lived through World War II.  

Yet, if we look around the world today, at the violence, 
corruption, and poverty that still exists in so many countries, it is 
indeed worrying and it is worth talking about. Coming up is 
World Refugee Day, held every year on 20, June, to 
commemorate the strength, courage and perseverance of 
millions of refugees around the world; much like the 35,000 
Holocaust survivors who arrived and were welcomed to 
Australia during and post WWII. I believe it serves our younger 
generations well to hear stories about our history, including 
good and inspiring stories about national heroes such as Nancy 
‘The White Mouse’ Wake, who became a figurehead of the 
Resistance Movement. It is also about the stories that are 
shocking, that help to give us perspective on the freedoms we 
enjoy today in Australia. These stories are ours; they are history 
that belongs to all of us. 

In our modern world, there can be a tendency to fall into a 
narrow and insular focus. And I believe that such discussions on 
history and modern day conflict, can help to open up our psyche 
and receptiveness to the outside world, where finding 
perspective through the stories of others can help shape our 
attitudes about our own lives, and it can build a sense of 
gratitude. Feeling and expressing gratitude improves our 
mental health and wellbeing, because it turns our mental focus 
to the positive, triggering emotions like love, joy, contentment, 
and this compensates for our brain’s natural tendency to focus 
on threats, worries and negative aspects of life. Practicing 
gratitude daily will lead to a greater appreciation of the things 
we do have, including the positive moments that occur every 
day that can sometimes pass us by unnoticed.  

I encourage you to use World Refugee Day as an opportunity for 
your family to gain perspective, to grow in gratitude, and 
improve wellbeing. 

Ceci Tankey 
Student Counsellor  

http://www.edutech.net.au/
http://www.edutech.net.au/
https://outlook.office.com/owa/?viewmodel=ReadMessageItem&ItemID=AAMkADU0NWZkNDU2LTdlNjUtNDNhNy1iMWJjLWNkOWNlNmRmZWRjMwBGAAAAAADPbSkjuCiHTZPURH88RfAXBwBqZ8VsH5LvTY2ROGvTQEDlAAAAAAEMAACn8WZE0HZtSbqPH2czUrsOAAANcuduAAA%3D&wid=54&ispopout=1&path=


Student Leadership 
Student Leadership takes many forms at Ave Maria  

College. Apart from the formal positions that our students 

take on and fulfil throughout the year…there are also the 

incidental opportunities where students can develop and 

demonstrate their leadership qualities. We are witnessing 

this through the preparations for Spectacular Spectacular 

(better known as Spec Spec). This Performing Arts event  

occurs on Friday, 24 August 2018. Each House is currently 

working on their performances. Students have started 

breaking off into smaller groups to work on the different 

components of singing, acting and dancing. Each group has 

a 'leader' which is not necessarily a House Leader which is 

great to see. 

Students will be attending a holiday rehearsal on Tuesday, 3 

July 2018 from 10:00am - 4:00pm.  

Also, at Year 8 we are seeing an active engagement in the 

fund raising of their nominated charity – The Asylum  

Seekers Resource Centre. Each Homeroom is organising 

lunch time events that go towards raising awareness and 

much needed funds. Each activity requires students to stand 

up and manage events with the assistance of their  

Homeroom Teachers. Another great informal opportunity 

for students to develop their leadership. 

Mentor Program 
On Wednesday, 13 June 2018 we gathered as a whole school 

community across all Year Levels to draw, play, dance and 

cheer with each other. 

A range of activities were offered for students to sign up for 

and engage with others. 

 
Yasmine Athaide  and Vanessa D’Andrea  
College Captains 

Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise Term 2 
Year 11 Tertiary Information Service (TIS) Excursion  

Monday, 18 June 2018 

Year 10 Work Experience  
Monday, 25 June 2018 - Friday,  29 June 2018 
 
Open Days 2018 
Available on Pathways Knowledge Bank 
 
University Presentations to Year 12 Students 
Aspire (La Trobe University) Wednesday, 20 June 2018 
 
Victoria University Wednesday, 20 June 2018 
 

Year 12 University Excursion Day 
The University Excursion day on Tuesday, 12 June 2018 was a 
great success with students visiting 2 universities one in the 
morning session and one in the afternoon session. Students 
caught public transport to and from the venues. They 
engaged in conversations with presenters and generally had 
tours of the universities.  

A Day at Melbourne 
Current Year 11 and 12 students are invited to attend a free 
one-day event. 

Date:  Friday, 13 July 2018 

Time:  9.00am – 3.45pm 

Venue: The University of Melbourne, Parkville Campus 

Register at A Day at Melbourne 

Bachelor of Business (Logistics Supply Chain 

Management) 
The degree covers topics to develop a students’ knowledge 
and interest in contemporary issues central to the logistics 
and supply chain management industry. Areas covered in the 
course include Procurement and Global Sourcing, 
Warehousing, Freight and Distribution, Business Operations, 
Supply Chain Analytics and the Management of Human and 
Physical Resources. Logistics Supply Chain Management 

 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

Student Absences  

Notification via Parent Access Module 

Parents can now notify the College of a student absence via 
the Parent Access Module (PAM) as well as the Student  
Absence Line, 9331 9359. 
To notify the College of a Student Absence; 

Log into PAM  
Select the 3 lined symbol in the top right hand corner.  
Select Parent Notified Absence.  
Add absence 

Please note; all Parent Notified Absences must be entered 
by 9.30am and can only be for the current day. 

https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/KnowledgeBanks/ViewKnowledgeBank.aspx?KnowledgeBank=10
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/StudentAttendance/ParentNotifiedAbsences/ParentNotifiedAbsenceDayEntry.aspx
https://www.vu.edu.au/
https://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/explore/events/victoria_and_interstate/victoria/a-day-at-melbourne
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/undergraduate-study/bachelor-degrees/bp255
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
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Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) On School 

Students with Disability 
 

What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data? 
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability (NCCD) every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments 
or “help” at school because of a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of 
students with disability.  
 

Who is counted in the data collection? 
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions: 
 

1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same 
basis as other students? 

2. Is the help given because if a disability?  The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) and it can include many students? 

3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide? 
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons 

that the student needs this help?  The school will need to keep copies of tests, student 
work, assessments, records of meetings, medical reports or other paperwork and 
information about how the student’s learning is moving along over time? 

 
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a 
disability group and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student. 

 
What does word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD? 
In the NCCD the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There 
are four types of disability that the school can choose from; sensory, cognitive, social-emotional 
and physical. 
 
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with 
learning problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia), 
health problems (e.g. epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing 
loss and social-emotional problems (e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).  
 
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support 
students with their learning.  Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a 

 

NCCD Information Sheet for 

Parents, Carers and Guardians 

 

http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dda1992_v2.pdf
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student in NCCD.  Teachers can use all that they know about the child’s learning and the records 
that they have collected over time to decide if a student can be counted in the NCCD. 
 

What sort of help does the school give students? 
Students need different types of help at school.  Some students need a little help sometimes while 
other students need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs 
of the student.  The help can include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or 
things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher help in classes, special learning programs, changes 
to the work they give the student or extra adult help.  
 

How will the NCCD be different in 2018? 
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015.  The government will use the 
NCCD data as part of the funding to schools.  
 

What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?  
Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child.  It is helpful if families 
give their child’s teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have.  The letters or reports will help 
the school understand the child and the help that they might need.  Letters from doctors, 
psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor, and occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for 
schools.  These reports along with information that the teacher has (i.e. school based tests,  your 
child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to understand and meet the student’s needs. 

 
What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?  
Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year.  The school will give the 
information to the Catholic Education Office.  The school will work with the Catholic Education 
Office to make sure that the NCCD data is OK before they give the data to the government.  The 
government will not be given the names of any students or any letters or records.  Please ask your 
school for their privacy policy if you need to know more. 
 

Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD? 

Changes were made to the law (Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 
2013). Schools do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD.  You cannot ask the 
school not to count your child. 
 

Where can I find out more? 
If you have questions, you can ask your child’s school for help.  You can find out more by looking at 
these links: 
 

● NCCD national website  
● Disability Standards for Education 2005  
● Australian Government Department of Education - NCCD 

 

https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
https://www.education.gov.au/australian-education-act-2013
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/
http://schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/in_brief_dse2005_v2.pdf
https://www.education.gov.au/what-nationally-consistent-collection-data-school-students-disability
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