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Prayer 
May our actions during this Easter season bring us closer to full life. We make this prayer in Jesus’ 
name. Amen 

competition that seeks to keep alive the 

spirit of the ANZACs. Sara’s reward was an 

extensive trip to England, the Western Front and Paris, 

including the incredible opportunity to be present at the 

Centenary Dawn Service in Villers Bretonneux to honour 

Australia’s service in World War 1. Sara has just returned and 

will share her experience with us over the coming weeks. Sara 

is a great writer and most deserving of this auspicious prize.  

Here is a copy of Sara’s prize winning essay . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see some photos taken from the 

Simpson Prize please  click here. Congratulations Sara! and 

thank you Ms Joanne Fastuca for your support and assistance. 

Community Events 
The month of May is a busy one for some important 
community events, listed below. These events are provided to 
enable parents to be active partners in their daughter’s 
education; please do feel very welcome to attend as many as 
you are able. Further details may be found on the website: 

Thursday, 3 May 2018 : Connecting Families:  

Parenting the Digital Teen, 7.00pm  Francis Hall 

Tuesday, 15 May 2018: Mother’s Day Breakfast  

(Guest Speaker Past Student, Lisa Stephanie Pignataro,  

Class of 2011) , 7.15am, Francis Hall 

Friday, 25 May 2018: Year 8 Special Person’s Mass,  

12.30pm, Francis Hall 

Friday, 25 May 2018: Timor Leste Trivia Night,  

7.00pm, Francis Hall 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 
The image of God as the master gardener is familiar, and very 

Franciscan. 

In the Gospel text of last Sunday, 29 April 2018 John uses the 

image of a vine to teach the Christian community that it is 

through their relationship with Jesus Christ that they maintain 

their relationship with God. The purpose of the vine is to 

produce a harvest. The nonbearing branches are pruned away 

from the plant so that new branches will grow and produce a 

richer harvest. Any branch that is cut off from the vine will die. 

The vine becomes a great image for the new Christian 

community that is dealing with diversity and change. John uses 

the image of the vine to speak to this diverse group, in 

remembering the source of their new life in Christ is God. In 

their ministry it is together, as branches of God’s vine, that they 

will maintain their vision and strength. 

This Gospel reading is a timely image for us as we engage in our 

four yearly review cycle. Led by a team from Australian Council 

for Educational Research (ACER) and Catholic Education 

Melbourne (CEM) we have this week been engaged in 

discussion, classroom visits and shared discernment about our 

‘vine’. As a Catholic College in the Franciscan tradition, it is 

valuable to reflect on our College, the harvest we produce and 

our reliance on God as the giver of gifts. We are invited to 

reflect also on how our students see themselves as branches or 

expressions of God in our world; a loving God from whom they 

draw life, inspiration and hope. God the vine grower, Jesus the 

vine, each of us the branches called to bear fruit.  If we as a 

Catholic School cut ourselves off from the vine or seek to act 

self sufficiently, we will wither. I am grateful for this time of 

reflection in our community and I thank the many staff, 

students, parents and community members from the Board of 

Governance who have participated. The result will be a newly 

created Strategic Plan for the period 2019 – 2022 which will 

emerge following consultation. The great gifts of our 

community will be identified and strengthened and wisely, 

those branches deemed to no longer be bearing fruit will be 

pruned; it is an enriching opportunity for our school community. 

Learning 
How wonderful it was to hear that Sara Hinton was the 

Victorian State Winner in the ‘Simpson’s Prize’  a writing 

http://www.simpsonprize.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Sara-Hinton-VIC.pdf
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPKTDGTwY7qrlpt6o8BYndoYUMnd_JQNN9P0YHO8wL-x8KaR-eWmP6LfVpSk_3DYQ?key=MDVxMlQyYVhqcUVRcmkxcnlJczYydzhla0hxZFhn
http://www.trybooking.com/USKQ
http://www.trybooking.com/VDJV
https://goo.gl/forms/8jqkwq4wIS0nGv6i2
http://www.trybooking.com/VBVO


 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
In conjunction with the Learning Charter, 2018 sees our 
College implement new protocols for reporting which I 
wrote about in the previous newsletter. In the last edition I 
wrote about our new continuous reporting function 
available via the Parent Access Module (PAM) and the new 
Learner Attributes Progress Report (LAPR). Together with 
the completion of our first round of Parent-Teacher-Student 
(PTS) Interviews for the year, you are hopefully in a good 
position to know exactly how your daughter is progressing 
in her learning and how she can continue to improve. The 
third change in our Academic Reporting cycle is to our 
Semester Reports in Terms 2 and 4. 

In a nutshell, the Semester Reports for each subject will 
provide the following information: 

 An update on your daughter’s progress in the Learner 
Attributes 

 A summary of her assessment task results 

 A comment with respect to an area of growth and an 
area for improvement in relation to one or more of the 
study’s key learning areas or outcomes. 

 Where applicable at Year 7 to Year 10, a Progression 
Point indicator for the study (At Standard etc) 

I take this opportunity to reiterate our established purpose 
for assessment and reporting which is to ascertain and 
acknowledge the growth in a student’s learning from 
previous to current achievement levels and thereby direct 
future learning. So, what have they achieved, how have they 
grown and how can they improve? We ascertain this both 
with respect to their academic performance and just as 
importantly, the way they go about their learning; that is the 
learning attributes they demonstrate. 

Just as with any new undertaking it is important that we 
evaluate its impact on student learning. Following the 
recent Parent-Teacher-Student (PTS) Interviews, we sent 
out a link to an online survey and we thank those parents 
who responded. The feedback has been valuable for us and 
clarified several key questions. The overwhelming feedback 
in relation to the new portal was positive with parents 
finding the live reporting of assessment and behaviour 
particularly useful. The new LAPR has been well received 
also. It did highlight for us the need to reiterate that at this 
point in the reporting cycle it was not intended to be an 
academic progress report. This information is available 
directly via the Parent Access Module. I would invite you to 
go back to my piece in the Term 1 Newsletters to see how 
the LAPR sits in the context of the whole academic 
reporting cycle. 

Phillip Tascone 
Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning 

 

Heads of School 
Year 7 Leadership Announced 
Homeroom Ambassadors  
7A: Elizabeth Curtolo, 7B: Ella Colomer, 7C: Madison Allawi,  
7D: Katie Grocock, 7E: Siena Iaconis, 7F: Olivia Mangion 
 

Faith and Social Justice Captains 
Evelyn Zuccarelli and Lauren Cunnington 
 

Environment Captains 
Estella De Bolfo and Chiara Italia 
 

Academic Captains 
Alice Hengel and Piper Mollica 
 

Year 7 Level Captains  
Chelsea Atkins, Tess Baxter and Sienna Marazita 

Uniform Reminders 
As of Monday, 30 April 2018, all students should have made the 

move to the Winter uniform.  Parents are asked to support the 

correct wearing of the uniform by noting the following: 

 Black socks are not permitted with the Winter uniform (or the 

HPE uniform).  Students must wear black tights or stockings that 

are at least 70 denier. 

 The Blazer must be worn to and from school at all times when 

wearing the Winter uniform 

 The white shirt must be tucked in to the skirt, not worn hanging 

loose.  The skirt must NOT be rolled at the waist. 

The College also has clearly outlined rules about nail polish and 

earrings; these are outlined in the Student Planner. Many 

students are coming to school with piercings that exceed the 

acceptable number and/or size, and with long acrylic nails that 

have various shades of polish.  Again, we ask parents to support 

the College by ensuring your daughter is not in breach of the 

grooming expectations. Breaches of the uniform guidelines will 

incur an incident being recorded.  
 

NAPLAN 2018 
Parents of students in Years 7 and 9 would recently have received 
notification about the upcoming NAPLAN tests. 
The schedule for tests is as follows: 

 
Students who are absent on the day of a test may be able to 
reschedule this test in consultation with the Head of School. 
Students will receive notification of the NAPLAN test conditions, 
required materials and locations closer to the days. Any 
questions about the testing can be directed to Claude Ferrarese, 
Head of School Years 7-9. 

Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 

Tuesday, 15 May 2018 
Period 2 Language Conventions 

Period 3 Writing 

Wednesday, 16 May 2018 HR and Period 3 Reading 

Thursday,  17 May 2018 Period 2 Numeracy 



 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 

Thursday, 3 May                                                                                                    Community Engagement Parent Seminar (7.00pm—8.30pm) 

Friday, 4 May                                                                                                           House Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday, 8 May                                                                                                      Year 10 Allwell Testing 

Wednesday 9, May - Friday 11, May                                                              Year 11 Outdoor Education Camp 

Friday, 11 May                                                                                                         Year 7 Faith Formation Day 

Tuesday , 15 May                                                                                                   Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Tuesday, 15 May - Thursday, 17 May                                                             Year 7 and Year 9 NAPLAN 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Feedback 
Feedback is an essential part of effective learning. It helps 
students understand the subject being studied and gives them 
clear guidance on how to improve their learning. Meaningful 
feedback isn't just about delivering a "good job" when work is 
done well or highlighting mistakes. High impact feedback is 
about identifying what students or teachers needed to do next, 
it's never just about a mark, it is saying this is what you did well 
but this is what you need to do now. Research shows the more 
immediate the feedback, the more effective it is – so your 
daughter’s teachers are evaluating their impact minute by 
minute, every day. Whilst most commonly students will 
associate feedback purely with summative assessment tasks, 
they too will be receiving it both verbally and written 
throughout a unit. This feedback is used in both teaching and 
learning. Teachers use this feedback to inform future practice 
and students should be using feedback to adjust their learning 
and be able to articulate the areas of focus for them. Feedback 
can improve a student's confidence, self-awareness and 
enthusiasm for learning as they move towards being a more 
independent learner. When you read or discuss your daughter’s 
feedback I encourage you to engage with her in some self-
reflection. Being able to independently articulate what she’s 
doing well, the areas for improvement and most importantly a 
plan for moving forward is so important to her achieving her 
very best.   

Parent Access Module 
A reminder to continue to login and check the Parent Access 
Module (PAM) to access your daughter’s feedback and 
important information about her progress and behaviour. 
Throughout this term we will be implementing the use of 
online consent forms via the portal. You will receive an email 
when an excursion has been scheduled and asked to login to 
provide authorisation for your daughter to attend. Please 
ensure your daughter’s medical details are valid before 
approving the excursion. Students with invalid medical 
information will be unable to attend offsite excursions in 
accordance with legal requirements.  

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Faith and Justice Leaders 
The Faith and Social Justice Leaders have organised to pray the 

Rosary at lunchtime in the Chapel during each Tuesday of May. 

Year 10 Faith Formation Day 
On Monday, 23 April 2018 the Year 10 students spent the day at 

Moonee Ponds Bowls Club for their Faith Formation Day . This 

day had the theme “Believe Your World Needs You”. We 

reflected on what FIAT placement we could do. We also 

explored the environment and different environmental issues, 

what these issues might look like in different parts of the 

community, what needs to be done or changed to fix these 

issues and what we could do as individuals to make a change 

ourselves. We ended the day with a Liturgy that summed up all 

that we were asked to consider during that day and had an 

opportunity to reflect on what we had learnt. This day was very 

eye opening and rewarding for the Year Level and was a day we 

all really enjoyed.  

Leah Bacak 10A 
 

Environment Ambassadors 
A 2018 initiative is having two Environment Ambassadors at 

each Year Level. Clearly, this is designed to link with our 

Franciscan charism. The Ambassadors have and have engaged 

in informing the College about environmental matters through 

notices on AveSpace. The students have just planted a veggie 

garden and are committed to its ongoing care. There are more 

actions to come! 

 
Abbey Nagle 9E and Elizabeth Jackson 11B 

And if people were amazed at the power and workings of nature, 

let them perceive from them how much more powerful is the one 

who formed them. (Wisdom 13:4) 

We should remember that God is the author of the Book of 

Scripture and the book of Nature. It is our task as we work with 

the young people in our care to ignite the spark of curiosity, 

wonder and awe at the extraordinary richness and connections in 

our areas of academic expertise. But as the quote from scripture 

reminds us, we must honour the giver of all these precious gifts – 

and do our part to take care of them. 

Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Student Absences 

Parents can now notify the College of a student absence via the Parent 
Access Module (PAM) as well as the Student Absence Line, 9331 9359. 

To notify the College of a Student Absence; 

 Log into PAM  

 Select the 3 lined symbol in the top right had corner.  

 Select Parent Notified Absence.  

 Add absence 

Please note; all Parent Notified Absences must be entered by 9.30am 
and can only be for the current day. 



Student Counsellor 

Care for Ourselves  
We all experience stress at times. Stress can help to motivate 

us to get a task finished or perform well, but it can be harmful 

if we become overstressed and it interferes with our ability to 

get on with normal life.  

Learning to handle stress in healthy ways is very important. 

Fortunately, it is easy to learn simple techniques that help. 

These include recognising and changing the behaviours that 

contribute to stress, as well as learning strategies for reducing 

stress once it has occurred. The following tips can help you 

look after your mind and body and reduce stress and its  

impact on your health. 

Identify warning signs 

These vary from person to person, but might include things 

like tensing your jaw, getting headaches and feeling irritable. 

Identify triggers 

There are often known triggers which raise our stress levels 

(e.g. late nights and deadlines).  

Establish routines 

Having predictable rhythms and routines in your day can be 

very calming and reassuring.  

Spend time with people who care 

Sharing your thoughts and feelings can be helpful.  

Look after your health 

Eat healthy food, get regular exercise and take time to do  

activities you find calming and uplifting.   

Notice your ‘self-talk’ 

Notice when you are using unhelpful self-talk and replace it 

with a helpful phrase. Keeping things in perspective is also 

important.  

Practice relaxation 

This will help your body and nervous system to settle and 

readjust.  

Your daughter can learn strategies to manage stress in a new 

lunchtime activity called Care for Ourselves. Care for Our-

selves sessions will be held every Day 9 lunchtime in room 

F204. Students can come and learn skills to manage stress and 

improve wellbeing. Techniques such as mindfulness,  

meditation, visualisation and progressive muscle relaxation 

will be taught. Your daughter does not need to attend every 

session, however experience with a range of techniques will 

provide her with a helpful ‘toolkit’ of strategies to use as  

needed.    

Susanne Hall 
Student Counsellor  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Health of all our Students is of Utmost Concern. 
One of our students is currently receiving medical treatment and a 

major concern is if she develops measles or chickenpox, she can  

become seriously ill. 

The College seeks your co-operation in preventing this possibility. 

If your daughter has or may have measles or chickenpox we ask that 

you do not send them to school during this time and you notify the 

College as soon as possible. 

Your understanding is greatly appreciated 



Arts News  
VCE Season of Excellence    Top Arts 2018 
Sabine Schiavone (Class of 2017) has been chosen, after a  

rigorous selection process, to have her work exhibited as part of 

the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s much  

celebrated and highly regarded VCE Season of Excellence.  

Top Arts 2018, showcases the exceptional work of students who 

have completed Art or Studio Arts as part of their Victorian  

Certificate of Education. The exhibition comprises of work  

selected from applicants across Victoria, and celebrates the  

outstanding abilities and the diverse concerns of young emerg-

ing talents, and provides inspiration to visitors of all ages.  

Sabine’s intimate series of cropped mixed media collages, ‘Home 

sweet home’, 5 interior and 5 exterior miniature compositions 

explore her personal experiences and ideas used to create a 

quirky and cosy depiction of everyday scenes and settings in a 

detailed and refined style.  

Top Arts 2018 at NGV Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia,  

Federation square runs between March and July and is free to the 

general public.  

Our congratulations to Sabine, a wonderful honour and  

achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Kerin 
Arts Domain Team Leader 

Sabine Schiavone (class of 2017)  

Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise in Term 2 
All VCE students are reminded about the upcoming  

VCE & Careers Expo at the Caulfield Racecourse taking 

place from Thursday, 3 May to Sunday, 6 May 2018. 

General admission tickets are $10.00 per person and are 

valid for all 4 days.   

Law Week – Monday, 14 May 2018 to  Sunday, 20 May 

2018 various locations 

Year 12 Students  

In Term 2 all Year 12 students are expected to organise 

an appointment time with me to discuss your Pathway 

options. 

Year 10 Students 

All Year 10 students should have their Work Experience 

placements organised by now, please see me if you are 

experiencing any problems. 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

 

https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/top-arts-2018/
http://www.vceandcareers.com.au/
https://www.everyday-law.org.au/law-week


Year 9 Adventure Camp 

On Wednesday, 18 April 2018, 129 students and 10 staff  

headed off at 7.30am to the Angahook-Lorne State Park for 

the annual Year 9 Adventure Camp. The students were divided 

into 9 groups and after arriving on the side of a gravel road in a 

quiet bush setting the girls met their guides and proceeded to 

pack their backpacks and head off to their first activity of the 

day.  

The students were camping out and therefore they needed to 

be prepared for all conditions. All prayers were answered when 

each day the weather was warm and sunny and despite chilly 

conditions overnight, the campers’ spirits were never  

dampened (well almost never) 

Surfing, hiking, orienteering, cooking, lighting fires, problem 

solving, climbing and adventure 

sports were some of the activities in 

which the students participated. 

Team Work was a key to success in 

this environment and the students 

demonstrated this on many levels. 

New friendships we forged and learnt 

how to cope with difficult and  

challenging situations. 

The camp was a resounding success 

thanks to the enthusiasm of all the  

students, the excellent organisation 

by Auscamp staff and the amazing 

teachers who worked 

tirelessly to ensure the safety and well-being of the students 

was foremost. 

 

 

Jennifer Lorrimar 
Year 9 Team Leader  
 

 

 

Helene Library News  
Cutting Edge Research Tools 
Students at Ave Maria College are 

fortunate to have access to world class  

academic research tools at their fingertips.  

These resources are available to students 

from school and home 24/7 via the Helene Library Home Page 

on AveSpace. 

A sample of some databases includes:  

World Book Encyclopedia, Ebsco-Explora for international full 

text newspaper and journal articles, and World History Library, 

which contains information from modern and ancient world 

history.    

The A-Z of World Cultures , is a great tool for Humanities  

assignments and covers the culture, lifestyle, customs, food, 

language, folklore and maps from around the globe. 

Science Online with Genes and Diseases Databases presents a 

broad range of scientific disciplines through extensive articles, 

videos, diagrams and experiments. 

Some databases require a unique College password to logon.  

Check out the passwords for individual databases here.  If you 

experience any issues accessing or using these resources 

please contact me in the Helene Library. 

Laura Pugliese 
Helene Library Team Leader 
 

Science News 
Girls in Physics Breakfast  
On Friday,  20 April 2018 a group of students from Years 10 

and 11 were given the opportunity to attend the  

‘Girls in Physics’ Breakfast at Victoria University in Sunshine. 

Throughout the morning we were fortunate to listen to  

astrophysicist Dr Laura Wolz talk about her journey and career 

in physics. We also mingled with other female scientists and 

engineers, who discussed their professions with us and offered 

us industry advice. It was fantastic to hear from all the young 

women we met, and has definitely given us an insight into the 

many opportunities that await. Overall a very inspiring  

experience.  

Chloe Dalla-Fontana 11C 

 

https://avespace2.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Learn/HeleneLibrary/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.worldbookonline.com/?uid=avemaria&pwd=library
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/web/ehan/home?preview=false&usrNo=-14546479
http://www.schoolhistory.com.au/topic/modern-and-ancient-world-history/
http://www.atozworldculture.com/a-z_culture_home.asp?c=avemaria
http://online.infobaselearning.com/Default.aspx
https://avespace2.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Learn/HeleneLibrary/Pages/Online-Resources.aspx
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