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Prayer 
Loving God, may you open our eyes to see how we can be of service to those around us and 
so bring closer Your reign. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Board of Governance 
The College Board of Governance met in March and welcomed 

a number of new members. Fr Tony Feeney has been 

appointed Canonical Administrator (President of the 

Association), along with Sr Heather Weedon FMM. We also 

welcome Anne Sargent as Parent Representative. The March 

meeting also saw the election of Office Bearers for the Board 

of Governance, as noted below: 

Canonical Administrators 

Fr Tony Feeney (absent from photo) 

Sr Heather Weedon 

Mr Peter Devery 

Mr Adrian Klep 

Parent Representatives 

Mrs Julianne Tkazcuk (Chair) 

Mr Peter Duma (Deputy Chair) 

Mr Victor Carreto 

Mr Neil Saxton (Board Secretary) 

Mrs Anne Sargent 

College Staff 

Mr Allan Thompson (Business Manager) 

Mrs Elizabeth Hanney (Executive Officer) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 

Easter Message 
Easter is the climax of our faith. Through life, to death, to new 

life, Jesus and each of us. In Easter we see Love reign supreme. 

Easter captures the essence of our faith and hope; it is our 

meaning maker. That Jesus lived a full human life and then 

encountered death on a cross before his resurrection, all the 

while in relationship with God and others, is surely our most 

powerful witness of Truth and Love. Mother Teresa explained 

this beautifully, “Let God empty and transform you and 

afterwards fill the chalice of your hearts to the brim that you in 

turn may give of your abundance”.   

We give thanks for the abundance of blessings on our 

community this term. So many examples of Truth and Love, of 

Faith and Hope, of ‘hearts to the brim’. Wishing all families 

peace and abundant blessings this Easter. 

Some Term 1 Highlights 
Year 7 Camp and VCE Awards Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 Key Dates 
Monday, 16 April  -  2018 Curriculum Planning Day  

   Student Free Day 

Tuesday, 17 April  - Term 2 Commences 

Friday, 4 May  - House Athletics Carnival 

Tuesday, 15 to Thursday, 17 May Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN Testing 



 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
In conjunction with the Learning Charter, 2018 sees our College 

implement new protocols for reporting which I wrote about in 

the previous newsletter. In the last edition I wrote about our 

new continuous reporting function available via the Parent 

Access Module and the new Learner Attributes Progress Report. 

Together with the completion of our first round of Parent 

Teacher Student Interviews for the year, you are hopefully in a 

good position to know exactly how your daughter is progressing 

in her learning and how she can continue to improve. The third 

change in our academic reporting cycle is to our semester 

reports in Term 2 and Term 4. 

In a nutshell, the semester reports for each subject will provide 

the following information: 

 An update on your daughter’s progress in the Learner 

Attributes 

 A summary of her assessment task results 

 A comment with respect to an area of growth and an area 

for improvement in relation to one or more of the study’s 

key learning areas or outcomes 

 Where applicable at Year 7 to 10, a Progression Point 

indicator for the study (At Standard etc) 

I take this opportunity to reiterate our established purpose for 

assessment and reporting which is to ascertain and 

acknowledge the growth in a student’s learning from previous 

to current achievement levels and thereby direct future 

learning. So, what have they achieved, how have they grown 

and how can they improve? We ascertain this both with respect 

to their academic performance and just as importantly, the way 

they go about their learning; that is the Learner Attributes they 

demonstrate. 

Just as with any new undertaking it is important that we 

evaluate its impact on student learning. Accordingly, we will be 

reviewing our reporting cycle to establish the extent to which 

the feedback provided enables student learning to improve. So 

the bottom line is are we providing feedback that is making a 

difference? As parents and guardians, it is important we hear 

from you on this. So to that end, I invite you to provide your 

feedback on the reporting components implemented to date; 

namely the Parent Access Module and the Learner Attributes 

Progress Report. Please click HERE to complete a very brief 

survey. 

We look forward to receiving your feedback. 

Phillip Tascone 
Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning 
 

Heads of School 
Respectful Relationships 
On Friday, 16 March 2018 students raised awareness of The 
National Day of Bullying and Violence by posting messages 
in all Homerooms of some of the significant statistics in our 
society related to bullying and violence. Their messages also 
contained advice and tips for maintaining respectful 
relationships.  

Parent Teacher Student Interviews 
On Monday, 19 March  and Tuesday, 20 March 2018 Parent / 
Teacher / Student Interview sessions were conducted in 
Francis Hall. These interviews are a great opportunity for 
parents to discuss important issues concerning their 
daughter’s Learner Attribute development within each 
subject with their subject teachers. If you were unable to 
attend, please feel free to email your daughter’s subject 
teachers. 

Change of Season – Hair Health 
With the change of weather at this time of year, schools 
always experience a spike in the prevalence of Head Lice 
amongst students. Please make sure your family maintains 
habits that do not promote the spread of Head Lice.  Please 
always ensure your daughter’s hair is tied back. 

Incidents and Commendations Update 
After 6 weeks it is very pleasing to report that almost 1200 
commendations have been issued to students across Years 7-
12.  These cover all of the Learner Attribute areas, as well as 
sporting achievements, performing arts, community service, 
pastoral conduct and academic endeavour. It is wonderful to 
see so many students being recognised through this process. 

There have also been just over 300 incidents issued.  These 
have predominantly been for uniform infringements, 
unauthorised use of mobile phones and non-completion of 
class tasks or home study.  We remind students and parents 
that the College expectations are outlined in the Student 
Planner. As of this week, students who do not meet the 
minimum achievement standards will have this recorded as 
an Incident.  Details for redemption of the task will be 
included in the incident report.  More information about this 
will be communicated to parents and students this week. 

Claude Ferrarese    Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer     Head of School Years 10-12 

 

Timor Leste Trivia Night 

Friday, 25 May 2018  

https://goo.gl/forms/foi82B03hXLedrDH2
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/nationalday
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/nationalday


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 

Friday, 23 March                                                                            Year 8 Wellbeing Day 

Saturday, 24 March – Wednesday, 11 April                        LOTE Italian Study Tour 

Tuesday, 27 March                                                                        Family Mass Evening (6.30pm—7.30pm) 

Thursday, 29 March                                                                      Term 1 Ends—Dismissal 3.25pm 

Tuesday, 17 April                                                                            Term 2 Begins 

Wednesday, 18 April - Friday, 20 April                                  Year 9 Outdoor Adventure Camp 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
I.D.E.A.L Extended Learning Tour  
The College is offering a wonderful learning opportunity in 

2019, taking a group of students on a learning tour to the 

United States of America. Following the very successful 2017 

trip, this tour has been designed to allow students to gain a 

new perspective on the world, facilitating learning through 

experience, discussion and interaction with others.  By coming 

into direct contact with a different environment and a new 

culture, students can better understand their place in the 

community. The Learning Tour seeks to inspire and motivate 

students towards the pursuit of careers in Science, 

Engineering, Industrial Design, Technology and Commerce. In 

the construction of the itinerary we have sought to expose 

students to a number of global organisations that are 

celebrated for their innovation and design, in addition to 

recognising their contribution to advancing economic 

development as socially responsible and ethical operations.  

Visiting Los Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 

Boston and San Francisco, the tour is open to all students in 

Years 10, 11 and 12 in 2019. A major component of the tour is 

the student’s Independent Research Project. Their research 

project topic must be related to 2 of their enrolled subjects and 

link to a part/s of the itinerary. This is a fantastic opportunity 

for students to extend and enrich their learning through 

independent research and applied knowledge across a range of 

subject areas.  

The itinerary, costs and further details on the requirements of 

the research project will be available at both Parent and 

Student Information Sessions held in early Term 2. Come and 

hear from students who went on the 2017 tour to get a sense of 

what a rich learning experience it is.  

Holiday Home Study 
As Term 1 draws to a conclusion students in Years 8-12 may be 

required to complete home study over the holidays. The time 

required to complete the tasks will be in line with the standard 

home study recommendations for each Year Level throughout 

the term. Wider reading at all levels is encouraged at all times. 

These holidays are particularly important for our Year 10 and 11 

students where it is an opportunity for them to consolidate the 

new content and skills learnt in preparation for mid-year 

examinations. For our Year 12 students it is important for them 

to revisit teacher feedback and go over content they are less 

confident in.  

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Mission Action Day 
We have asked that all Mission Action Day fundraising be 

returned to the College by Wednesday, 21 March 2018. If that is 

not possible, we still happily accept the money at a later time. 

Please return it in an envelope with the student name and 

Homeroom clearly marked. 

On Friday, 16 March 2018, the Faith and Social Justice Leaders 

attended the annual Mass for Schools at Saint Patrick’s 

Cathedral as part of Catholic Education Week. Lead by 

Archbishop Dennis Hart, the mass celebrated and 

acknowledged around 300 primary and secondary schools. With 

Saint Patrick’s Day being celebrated on Saturday, 17 March 

2018, the service also highlighted the significance of Saint 

Patrick, and the influence that he continues to have on our lives 

and school culture. The mass was a wonderful experience which 

highlighted our extended school communities which the Faith 

and Social Justice Leaders greatly enjoyed attending. 

Alessia Fazio 10E and Leah Bacak 10A.  

 
Faith and Social Justice Leaders at St Patrick’s Cathedral 

 

The 2018 Family Mass will be held on Tuesday, 27 March 2018 at 

6.30pm. All families connected with the College are warmly 

invited to attend. There will be a blessing of our Student 

Leaders from Years 7-12. Replies via this Google form. 

Year 10 students will participate in the community service FIAT 

program later this year. This was mentioned at the Year 10 

Parent Information Night. Details will be emailed to parents. 

Forms and relevant information can be found on AveSpace, via 

Knowledge Banks / Student Forms and Communication. 

Completed placement forms are to be returned to Student 

Services no later than Monday, 7 May 2018. 

On Thursday, 29 March 2018 there will be an Easter Liturgy to 

reflect upon the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and 

its meaning for us today. 

Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde33I1VMLk7lffccMdtfFOwbUMpCQAHE7dtDLRmL-q8Yrp-Q/viewform


Student Counsellor 

Local Resource : Valley Youth Team 
We recently had a visit from the Valley Youth Team who ran a 
lunchtime ‘Bike n Blend’ activity to promote health and 
wellbeing for young people, they also took the opportunity to 
hand out free gifts and promote the various services and 
programs that they offer young people in the city of Moonee 
Valley. This was a hit with students, especially the new Year 7 
students. 

It is really useful to be aware of the great resource they offer in 
our local community through the Moonee Valley City Council. 
The Valley Youth Team provide a whole range of support 
services and programs for young people including 
committees, events, and exciting programs such FReeZA, 
which is a committee formed where young people have an 
opportunity to plan and manage music, dance, drama, visual 
arts or lifestyle events. It is a great learning opportunity, 
collaborative and rewarding for those involved.  

Valley Youth also offer free and confidential Counselling and 
Casework to support young people aged 12-25 years who live, 
work or study in the Moonee Valley area. The youth workers 
can meet the young person at school, a library or community 
centre or at the counselling room in their office in Moonee 
Ponds. It’s a great, free community service that is an option 
for your daughters outside of school.  I recently met with the 
Team Leader of the Counselling and Case Management 
Team, who described a whole range of fantastic mental health 
initiatives taking place in secondary colleges around the 
community, and I hope that we can engage with these 
positive wellbeing programs here at Ave Maria in the near 
future.  

If any of the services sound like something your daughter 
would be interested in please contact Valley Youth on 9243 
1225 or via their website http://valleyyouth.mvcc.vic.gov.au/  

Ceci Tankey 
Student Counsellor  
 
 

Careers and Pathways 
Year 12 Students 
The Year 12 students had their first Pathways Presentation for 

the year on Wednesday, 7 March 2018 followed by a Morrisby 

presentation on Wednesday, 14 March 2018. 

Year 10 Students 
All Year 10 students should have their Work Experience 

Placements organised by the end of Term 1 

Monash Seminar Series 2018 
Monash Seminars: Get the inside story of what it’s really like to 

study at Monash. The Inside Monash Seminar Series 

commences in April. These seminars provide VCE students with 

an insight into the courses and career options within a number 

of discipline areas. All seminars commence at 6.30pm.  Exact 

venue details are available on registration at Inside Monash 

Seminars 

Melbourne University 
During the months of May and June, the University of 

Melbourne will be hosting a series of free ‘My Melbourne 

Future’ Information Sessions at the Parkville Campus. 

These events will include a Careers of the Future presentation, a 

sample lecture, and student experience insights with Q&A and a 

courses expo.  

Registrations will open soon, but students can pre-register for 

updates from My Melbourne Future 

Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM)  
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine (VIFM)   is hosting a 

Career Information Afternoon for students in Years 10 -12. 

Speakers include a forensic pathologist, forensic toxicologist, a 

mortuary technician, a physician from clinical forensic 

medicine, and a representative from the Donor Tissue bank of 

Victoria. 

Career Information  Afternoon on Friday 13 April 2018,  

12.30pm – 4.00pm VIFM Lecture Theatre, Coronial Services 

Centre, 57-63 Kavanagh Street in Southbank  

Experience Days 
During Term 1 school holidays the universities and other 

institutions will host experience days and students are advised 

to attend if possible. 

For more information please check out the Career News on 

Pathways Ave Space 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

 

http://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au/get-involved/freeza
http://valleyyouth.mvcc.vic.gov.au/
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/OneNote Notebooks
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/OneNote Notebooks
https://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/explore/events/victoria_and_interstate/victoria/my-melbourne-future
https://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/explore/events/victoria_and_interstate/victoria/my-melbourne-future
https://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/explore/events/victoria_and_interstate/victoria/my-melbourne-future
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/OneNote Notebooks
https://www.eventbee.com/v/vifmcareers/event?eid=174360682#/rsvp
https://avespace2.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Learn/CareersAndPathways/News/Forms/AllItems.aspx


Student Leadership 
Unity Week 
The Senior Student Leadership team are pleased to announce 

their Leadership Action project for 2018 which aims to unite all 

members of the College.  

UNITY WEEK is here and we want all staff and students to get 

involved. It begins on Mission Action Day where we will launch 

our amazing initiative. Each day will focus on a letter of the word 

'UNITY'. Outlined below are details of each day and the  

activities on offer: 

UTILISE: Mission Action Day Warm Up  
Wednesday, 21 March 2018 - Francis Hall @ 12.30pm  

NOW: Ave Army College Kahoot  
Thursday, 22 March 2018 - Francis Hall @ Lunchtime (bring your  
laptop)  

IGNITE: Love Yourself  
Friday, 23 March 2018 - Francis Hall @ Lunchtime (bring a pen)  

TEAM: Student vs Teacher dodge ball game  
Monday, 26 March 2018 -  Francis Hall @ Lunchtime  

YOU: Marshmallow Spaghetti Tower 
Tuesday, 27 March 2018 - Front courts @ Lunchtime  

 

Year 12 Bake Sale 
The annual Year 12 Bake Sale, to raise money and awareness for 

Caritas Australia was once again a huge success.  The cupcakes, 

slices and other sweet delights were very popular and students 

raised $543.75 

 

Yasmine Athaide  and Vanessa D’Andrea  
College Captains 

 

Arts News 
The following students are to be congratulated in being 

selected to have their work (from 2017) exhibited as part 

of Catholic Education Week Visual Arts Exhibition 2018. 

The exhibition held in the second week of March  

showcased the creative artworks from both primary and 

secondary students in the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

Sienna Paolone (Class of 2017) 

Charcoal drawing on cartridge 

Natalie Cierpisz and Caitlin Priestly 

Year 11 Mixed Media Drawing 

Tahlia Tassone, Emily Camilleri, Carly Parente,  

Nadine Rabie, Breanna Farley, Jemima Jaggard,  

Claudia Fox, Alicia Guarnaccia, Danielle Reed 

Year 9 Acrylic on board – Still Life of Lemons 

Alexandra Evans, Kiera Stavridis, Isabella Dogovski, 

Isabelle Santopoli 

Year 7 Print – Homage to cicadas 

A further congratulations to Sienna Paolone (class of 

2017) who won the secondary Archbishops Award for  

Religious Art, an honour and wonderful achievement for 

both Sienna and the College. Her detailed tonal drawing 

titled ‘Spiritual Unity” combined the four House Patrons –  

Francis, Clare, Helene and Mary in a symbolic and unified 

representation visualised through the shape of the  

Tau cross.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Kerin 
Domain Team Leader Arts 

 



 

  

 

Community News 

Enrolments for Year 7 in 2020 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2020 are currently being accepted 

by the College and must be submitted by Friday, 17 August 2018.  

Offers of placements will be posted on Friday, 19 October 2018. 

All families including families with another daughter currently  

enrolled at the College, must submit an Application for Enrolment.  

Applications are considered according to the criteria listed in the 

College Enrolment Policy. 

Tuning into Teens 

Tuning into Teens is an emotionally intelligent parenting  
program which will tap into and extend the skills you already 
possess and can apply with your teen (aged 11-15 years). 
 

This is a six session group parenting program offering you  
techniques that will assist you in your journey as a parent, so 
you can find it enjoyable and meaningful. 
 

There are still positions available if you would like to attend. 
 

Register your interest with Ms Carmel Brewster to secure 
your place via email at registrar@avemaria.vic.edu.au or  
contact Faye Evans at  faye.evans@unimelb.edu.au 
 

Group 1: Tuesday Morning 

9.00am–12.00pm   

Dates: 8 May, 15 May, 22 May, 5 June and 12 June 2018. 

Group 2: Tuesday Evening 

6.00pm – 9.00pm 

Dates: 8 May, 15 May, 22 May, 5 June and 12 June 2018. 

 

http://www.avemaria.vic.edu.au/media/uploads/EnrolmentPolicy2016.pdf
mailto:registrar@avemaria.vic.edu.au
mailto:faye.evans@unimelb.edu.au

