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Prayer 
Loving God, may we continue to do our Lenten work of penance, prayer and giving to those in need. 
In this way may we draw closer to you and each other. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Community News 
It was wonderful to meet with parents at the recent Parent 

Social Evening. Thank you to all those who attended and met 

with other parents in support of their daughter and our 

community. See Sarah De Nicolo’s article in this newsletter 

showing some photos of those enjoying the evening. 

Mission Action Day 
This is a wonderful whole school event within our community 

which enables us to fundraise for our sister school in Timor 

Leste. It is our only whole school endeavour in solidarity and 

support of a remote school for girls in Venilale and involves all 

students and staff walking the Maribyrnong River precinct. 

This simple gesture is powerful in raising much needed funds 

and making a real difference in the lives of girls who would not 

otherwise receive an education. We are asking that every 

student raise a minimum of $20 to meet our annual target and 

ask for parents and families to support this. Monies are due on 

Mission Action Day, Wednesday, 21 March 2018.  The 

following video shows how all your continuous support 

contributes to our sister school in Timor Leste. 

Family Mass  
On Tuesday, 27 March 2018 we invite all families to a twilight 

Family Mass Evening, here at the College. As a faith 

community, we gather to give thanks for the new year and ask 

God’s blessings on all that will be. We warmly invite all families 

to join us. Those students appointed to leadership roles will be 

required to attend; they will be presented to the community 

and receive a blessing.  

Board Vacancy 
As stated in a previous newsletter, there is one vacancy on the 

College Board of Governance for a Parent Representative. 

Expressions of Interest are open but do close this Friday, 9 

March 2018.  Please visit the College Website for further 

details. 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 

Lenten Mid Point 
This week marks the mid point of the Lenten journey to Easter. 

Having already passed the mid point of the school Term, it is 

timely to reflect on how we are travelling – with our best hopes 

for this year, this Lent and in our relationship with God and 

others. Each day we mark this time of mid point with a sacred 

moment of silence and stillness, called Stillpoint. I continue to 

marvel at this profound time of peace and unity within our 

community. 

In supporting this period of mid Lent reflection, I offer this 

short, simple saying of St Augustine of Hippo who wrote: 

In essentials, unity; in non essentials, liberty; in all things, 

charity. 

Learning News 
I trust that parents have now had the opportunity to visit the 

newly updated Parent Access Module (PAM) and are using it to 

effectively engage with their daughter’s learning. The Staff at 

Ave Maria College continue to work assiduously in utilising this 

new platform, including the uploading of Home Study, Course 

Notes and Assessment Tasks. Parents can now see student 

results and teacher feedback. They can also see when and why 

their daughter has been issued with a Commendation or 

Incident for an infringement. We encourage your query and/or 

feedback as we seek to maximise its use. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Taking place on Monday, 19 March and Tuesday, 20 March 

2018, all students and parents are invited to avail themselves of 

the opportunity to meet with teachers for this mid semester 

progress meeting. These conversations can be critical to 

learning success – affirming learning strengths and attitudes, 

guiding further efforts and ensuring that the partnership 

between home and school is firmly established. We hope to 

see parents at these meetings.  

 

 

https://youtu.be/q0PZQ8EjwRo
http://www.avemaria.vic.edu.au/about/board-of-governance/


 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 - Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 –Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
New Protocols for Reporting 
2018 sees Ave Maria College implement new protocols for 
reporting in conjunction with the Learning Charter that I wrote 
in the previous newsletter. The new protocols came from the 
Assessment Reform Project which began in 2016. The purpose 
of this project was to review and reform the way in which 
student learning is assessed and reported.  The first obvious sign 
of the change is the continuous reporting function that is 
currently in operation via AveSpace Learning. For parents not 
new to the College, the second change you will see is to the 
Interim Reports. This has been renamed and re-purposed as the 
Learner Attributes Progress Report. And the third change will 
be to the Semester Report. I provide for you here a brief 
overview of the reporting cycle in any one semester in order 
that you may see how the parts all fit together to give you a 
more complete picture of your daughter’s learning progress.  

Continuous Reporting 
With the introduction of the new AveSpace Learning Areas 
(SIMON), teachers now provide a progressive and up to date 
picture of your daughter’s academic progress. This includes 
achievement levels and feedback in assessment tasks and the 
completion of work requirements such as home study, class 
work and other submissions. It also provides behaviour 
management information tracking both incidents and 
commendations. 

Learner Attributes Progress Report End Term 1 and 
Term 3 
We have created a Learning Charter which clearly states what 
we hold as valuable attributes for learning and we feel it is 
important therefore, to provide feedback on how your daughter 
is progressing in her development and growth in these 
attributes. Hence the rename and reconfiguration of the interim 
report stage. The timing of the Learner Attributes Progress 
Report gives students an opportunity to address how they are 
going about their learning. Refer to the Learning Charter in last 
week’s newsletter, to see the feedback criteria. 

Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews  -Term 1 and 
Term 3 
The PTS interviews are a key part of the reporting cycle 
providing a further opportunity for parents, students and 
teachers to discuss your daughter’s achievements and ways in 
which she can improve.  The Learner Attributes Progress Report 
and PTS Interview bookings are about to be released via 
AveSpace. Please note that PTO Online is no longer in use. 

End of Semester Reports -Terms 2 and Term 4 
There are significant changes to this report and the details of 
these changes and how they align with the revised reporting 
cycle will be outlined here in the next newsletter. 
 

Phillip Tascone 
Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning  

Heads of School 
Year 7 Camp 
As this Newsletter goes out to the community, our newest 

members, the Year 7 cohort, are embarking on a significant 

milestone in their life at Ave Maria College – Year 7 Camp. 

We wish them all the best for a wonderfully rewarding 

experience at Camp Marysville. Please keep an eye on the 

Ave Maria College Instagram page for daily highlights of their 

adventures and activities.  We also thank our Year 11 Peer 

Support Leaders for going along to camp to provide 

guidance and leadership to the Year 7 students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communications 
The busy start to the year continues with many upcoming 
important events, so make sure you stay in touch with the 
calendar and always check “Skoolbag” for the latest 
information about events. App available in the App Store. 
You can also keep up to date via the College’s suite of Social 
Media Applications including Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. 
 

Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews 
In the coming week parents will be invited to book for Parent 

Teacher Interviews.  This will be done via the new Parent 

Access Module (PAM).  The Term 1 progress reports 

(formerly known as ‘Interim reports’) will also be available via 

the Parent Portal from Monday, 15 March 2018. 

 

Claude Ferrarese    Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer     Head of School Years 10-12 

https://www.moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/parents


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 

Wednesday,  7 March - Friday, 9 March  Year 7 Camp 

Wednesday, 7 March    SCSA Tennis 

Monday, 12 March    Labour Day Public Holiday 

Thursday, 15 March    SCSA Swimming 

Friday, 16 March     SCSA Indoor Cricket 

Monday, 19 March    Year 7 – 12 PTS Interviews (4.00pm – 8.00pm) 

Tuesday, 20 March    Year 7 – 12 PTS Interviews (12.30pm – 8.00pm), Student Free Day 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Assessment Period 
Having passed the midway point of term students will now be 
engaged in a range of assessment tasks in many of their 
subjects. Assessment aims to provide a balanced, fair 
evaluation of where each student is at with their learning in 
relation to particular learning outcomes. As tasks are 
developed, teachers use a variety of strategies and task types 
in order to give students multiple opportunities, in varying 
contexts, to demonstrate what they know and can do. Where 
possible teachers enable student choice within the assessment 
task and ensure there are opportunities for student 
enrichment.  

During this busy time there are a number of things you can do 
to support your daughter as she works towards achieving her 
best. This includes: 

 Helping to monitor due dates and task requirements, 
this can be done via the Parent Access Module or in 
checking your daughter’s planner 

 Ensuring she has a quiet learning environment, free 
from distractions 

 Encouraging her to find a balance between her 
assessments and maintaining a commitment to other 
extra-curricular activities or part-time work.  

Upon receipt of her assessment results I encourage you to talk 
with your daughter about any teacher feedback and use this to 
enhance her learning in future areas. The strategies and 
suggested improvements outlined by her teacher can be crucial 
and help to ensure that your daughter is working on targeted 
areas that will help her to make progress in both the 
development of her knowledge and skills.  
 

Parent Access Module  
A reminder to please login in frequently to the Parent Access 
Module (PAM) for information regarding your daughter’s 
attendance, conduct, academic performance and to validate 
her medical records. If you have any questions please don’t 
hesitate to email me on Jessica.Hall@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
 

 
Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
2018 Venilale Immersion Trip  
Applications to participate in the 2018 Venilale Immersion Trip 
close at 3.30pm on Tuesday, 13 March 2018 . Forms are on 
AveSpace, via Knowledge Banks, Student Forms and 
Communication. 

Mission Action Day 
Mission Action Day will occur on Wednesday, 21 March 2018. It 
is an important way that we can live our Catholic faith and the 
Catholic Social Teaching principles of the dignity of the human 
person and solidarity. Consent and sponsorship forms are going 
out this week. We ask that each student raises $20 which goes 
to help our sister school in Timor-Leste, St Maria Mazzarello, 
Venilale.  

2018 Family Mass Evening 
The 2018 Family Mass Evening will be held on Tuesday, 27 
March 2018 at 6.30pm. All families connected with the College 
are warmly invited to attend. There will be a blessing of our 
Student Leaders from Years 7-12. Replies via this Google Form 

Faith In Action Today (FIAT) 
Year 10 students will participate in the community service FIAT 
program later in the year. This was mentioned at the Year 10 
Parent Information Night. Details will be emailed to parents. 
Forms and relevant information can be found on AveSpace, via 
Knowledge Banks, Student Forms and Communication. 

Reflection on College Theme 
We continue the inner work of Lent as we strive to be all that we 
can be. In that spirit, I share this reflection from Rebecca 
Keenan 10E on our 2018 College theme: 

Who are you, God, and who am I? Asking God this question is like 
asking a rhetorical question, God isn’t going to respond with an 
answer. I believe the response must come from us. We need to ask 
ourselves who is God? Why do we look up to him? Why do we 
learn about him, pray to him and follow his ways? If every 
individual was to answer these questions the responses would 
differ. But then comes the question of ‘who am I?, a much more 
difficult question. There are no books or bibles written about us 
that we can read to understand who we are, instead, we are the 
walking book. Some of us may not be far into our books. Some 
may still be discovering themselves, wondering who they are, 
what they want to do in life and who they want to spend their life 
with. Only I know who I am, as only you know who you are. 
Ultimately every individual will view the Ave Maria College theme 
in their own personal way…..My answer to the College theme is: I 
am yet to know who I am and I do not know who God is, but I do 
know that he is with us through love. 
 

Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education 

https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
mailto:Jessica.Hall@avemaria.vic.edu.au
https://goo.gl/forms/kF1flV0o7WJ1IZZH3


Student Counsellor 

Respectful Relationships 
On Monday, 26 February 2018 students from Ave Maria 

College, St Bernard’s and St Columba’s joined together to 

learn about Respectful Relationships. 

Respectful Relationships is a government funded program 

that promotes respect, positive attitudes and behaviours that 

build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. 

Combined training days such as this are an excellent 

opportunity for students to engage with neighbouring school 

communities to share ideas about how to promote Respectful 

Relationships, both at their respective schools and in a 

combined group project.     

Over a thousand Victorian schools have adopted the 

Respectful Relationship program in an effort to reduce family 

violence in current and future generations. Starting at a “grass 

roots” level, youth are being educated about what is okay and 

what is not okay in their personal relationships. Students will 

learn about emotional literacy, personal strengths, problem-

solving, stress management, help-seeking, and positive 

gender relationships.  

Four students from each Year level (Years 8 – 11) at Ave Maria 

College participated in the training day. They heard domestic 

violence statistics (e.g. 62% of violence towards women 

happens in the home), participated in activities and were 

involved in discussions about ways to build positive and 

respectful relationships.  

Judging by student engagement and their motivation to 

promote Respectful Relationships, the training day was a 

great success.  

Information and advice for individuals affected by domestic 
family violence can be found at KidsHelpline: 1800 551 800 or 
1800RESPECT: 1800 737 732. These are 24/7 services.  

Susanne Hall 
Student Counsellor  

Helene Library News 
As a testament of the great reading habits of students at the 

College, the Helene Library loaned over 6000 resources during 

2017.  These loans included items from the fiction, manga, 

biographies, and picture storybooks collections.  These 

resources are all available for a 3 week loan period. 

Students also borrowed items from the VCE and non-fiction 

collections which have a 2 day loan period, this shorter loan 

period enables the rotation of popular resources amongst 

students. 

A sizable number of those 6000 items loaned in 2017 included 

magazines from our vibrant collection of contemporary 

titles.  Magazines can be enjoyed in the Library or borrowed for 

a duration of 1 week. 

It is important to encourage your daughter to continue 

reading.  Studies show that exposure to books on a regular 

basis can result in higher academic achievements.  Regular 

reading exposes students to numerous writing styles and new 

vocabulary, reading fiction increases creativity, empathy and 

improves writing skills.  Reading also enhances analytical 

thinking and can help improve memory.   

Regular exposure to books sends an important message to your 

daughter of the value and importance of reading. 

Laura Pugliese 

Helene Library Team Leader 

 

 

 

Sponsor an Exchange Student 
The Rotary Club of Essendon North are wishing to  

sponsor an exchange student who would attend  

Ave Maria College.  This would require her to be hosted 

by an Ave Maria Family.  Any parent who would be  

interested in hosting a student for approximately three 

months (either Term 4 2018 or Term 1 or Term 2, 2019), 

is invited to contact Barbara Wyatt, Rotary Club Member 

on 0424 320 108 for more information.   

Please note:  All family members over 18 would be  

required to have a Working With Children Card. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.1800respect.org.au/


Arts News   
Fireworks 2018, at the Incinerator Gallery, celebrates the  

accomplishments of high achieving art and design students in 

VCE who live, work or attend school in the Moonee Valley area. 

This exhibition provides many young artists their first  

opportunity to exhibit in a professional gallery and share their 

work with the greater Moonee Valley community. This year  

exhibition features the work of Katja Heard (class of 2017) and 

current Year 12 student, Bridget McAllister. It is a great  

achievement for both Katja and Bridget to be shortlisted and 

recognised for their exceptional artworks.   

The Incinerator Gallery is located at 180 Holmes  Road,  

Moonee Ponds 

Exhibition dates: 24 February 2018 – 18 March 2018 

Exhibition opening times: 11.00am to 4.00pm,  

Tuesday to Sunday, except public holidays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheryl Kerin 
Domain Team Leader Arts 

Parent Social Evening  
Thank you to all those parents who joined us for the Social 

Evening at Windy Hill Social Club on Monday, 5 March 

2018. It was a great opportunity to meet new families, 

catch up with friends and chat with staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah De Nicolo 

Community Engagement Coordinator 
Katja Heard  (Class of 2017)  Year 12 studio Arts. Watercolour on paper 

Bridget McAllister Year 12 Studio Arts 
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SENIOR STUDENT LEADERS 

College Captains Faith and Social Justice Captains Academic Captain 
HOMEROOM 

AMBASSADORS 
ENVIRONMENT 
AMBASSADORS 

     

12A 
12B 
12C 
12D 
12E 
12F 

Sarah Arturi 
Deanna Fimiani 
Corrina Merolli 
Pauline Boutros 
Alicia Trovatello 
Monique Rinaldi 

Freya Hamilton 
Sara Guarnaccia 

Yasmine Athaide Vanessa D’Andrea Sarah Jackson Rachel Waring Maddison Cottle    
 

YEAR LEVEL LEADERS 

YEAR LEVEL CAPTAINS 
FAITH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE 

LEADERS 

YEAR LEVEL ACADEMIC 

CAPTAINS 
HOMEROOM  

AMBASSADORS 
ENVIRONMENT 

AMBASSADOR 

YEAR 11        

    

 

11A Basma Hadchiti 

Elizabeth Jackson 
Isabella Winton 

11B Madeline Saxton 

11C Sarah Giuffre-Fittipaldi 

11D Carissa Acquaviva 
11E Bianca Tanti 

Antonia Kerrison Eliza Gollant Hannah Portelli Georgia Wheaton Bridie McGuire   

YEAR 10        
 

   

 

10A Stephanie Nind 

Josephine Porcheddu 
Sophie McAllister 

10B Genevieve Leonhill 

10C Catherine Lewis 

10D 
10E 

Tara Clark 
Talia Capasso 

Charlotte Vinecombe Claudia Fox Leah Bacak Alessia Fazio Chloe McMahon   

YEAR 9        
 

   

 

9A Madeleine Perta 

Samantha Comito 
Abbey Nagle 

9B Aislinn Cefai 

9C Karen Habashy 

9D 
9E 

Jessica Tanti 
Lucy Turner  

Brianna Coyle Madeline 
Langenbacher 

Emily McMahon Elisha Andres Mya Mollica   

YEAR 8        
 

   

 

8A Bianca Sweeney 

Amalie Allan 
Theresa Dang 

8B Chloe Vasiliadis 

8C Kate Stephens 

8D 
8E 

Monica Siracusa 
Charlize Iaconis 

Charley Hinton Hannah Masters Holly Rose  
Te Maro-Bogusz 

Ella-Grace Arnold Olivia Cartwright   

YEAR 7        

All Year 7 Student Leadership Positions yet to be appointed. This will occur after the Year 7 Camp 

 

HOUSE LEADERS  
FRANCIS               House Captains                                                     Ambassadors 

  
 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 11 

Mia Agostino 
Mia Paris Scalise 
Daniella Scambiatterra 
Chloe McMahon 
Natalie Cierpisz 

Charlotte Dib 
Emily Bock 
Taylor Andronaco 
Holli Bates 
Aleshia Torcia 

Kate Gazzola Tess Thorogood 

CLARE                    House Captains                                                     Ambassadors 

   

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 11 

Milana Buscema 
Sarah Santopoli 
Hannah Dau 
Tara Clark 
Sarah Giuffre-Fittipaldi 

Lauren Dunne 
Sienna  Zoccali 
Victoria Guida 
Claudia Fox 
Abbey Crowley Julia Ellul Leila Tadinac 

MARY                     House Captains                                                     Ambassadors 

   

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 11 

Alivia Drakatos 
Ella Hill 
Rachel Tamburo 
Liana Capito 
Madeline Saxton 

Olivia Ferrali 
Alysha LaRocca 
Domenique Cutri 
Amy Kirk 
Isabella Fabiani Julia Maio Josephine Mirarchi 

HELENE                House Captains                                                     Ambassadors 

 

 

 

Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 10 
Year 11 

Kristen Hagidimou 
Emily Sawaya 
Grace Abboud 
Karsha Periera 
Hannah Portelli 

Inca Joeng 
Carmela Palamara 
Olivia Curtolo 
Alyssa  Chiarilli 
Bridget Collard Carla Rendelmann Elisabeth Spanti 
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