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Prayer 
Loving God, may we use this winter time to slow down, take stock of our lives and live 
according to the Gospel. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

I trust that all students will engage in the many opportunities 

provided over the coming weeks for discussion with teachers 

and parents regarding their own particular learning program. 

This done, they can fully commit themselves to a successful 

and enjoyable Semester 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On another note, something to think about: 

“The quest for racial awareness and antiracist teaching should 

propel us to push back on negative stereotypes, correct 

distortions, and remedy omissions in our behaviour and 

curriculum that stem from racism. Most powerfully, it should 

inspire us to ensure that if some students think of themselves as 

different, it is our job to make them believe they can grow their 

ability and sense of self and teach them how to act effectively 

from that belief. In the process, we will have to work hard to 

convince ourselves, since we are all, without exception, tainted 

by traces of racism and prejudicial beliefs. All this requires 

humble and skillful leadership by all.” 

“The Equitable Classroom” by Jon Saphier in The Learning 

Professional, December 2017 

 

 

 
 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 
Term 3 Begins 
Congratulations to all on a successful start to Semester 2. 

Students and staff have returned with their usual positivity and 

commitment. The weeks to come provide a wonderful 

platform for students to consider their learning and pursuit of 

excellence within each subject. As they consider subject 

choices for 2019, they are encouraged to consider their 

strengths, their aspirations and passions. In addition, they are 

required to consider the work habits and attitudes that will 

enable success. Passion and natural ability does not alone 

equal success. It must be matched with commitment, 

resilience and hard work. It is based on each of these points 

that staff consider student eligibility for accelerated subjects 

such as the uptake of VCE Courses of Study in Year 10 and the 

capacity to undertake Advanced Maths, as an example. For 

many students such decisions will be based on their hopes and 

dreams for a career pathway beyond school. For others, it will 

be about keeping options open and aiming for a diverse 

program of study. Regardless of the position that a student 

takes, or that of their teachers in offering feedback, it is 

pleasing to see the degree of informed decision making that 

occurs throughout our subject selection process as well as the 

many options and pathways open to our students. 

Ave Maria College has been rated “Outstanding” in its 

provision of personalised learning within our community, 

based on the range and depth of opportunities for our 

students. This has emerged from our recent College Review, 

facilitated by ACER (Australian Council for Educational 

Research). Our current context of contemporary learning, 

along with the proliferation of choices available to young 

people calls for flexibility, targeted approaches and broad 

programs: this is a real strength of ours. There is of course both 

freedom and responsibility in this. Freedom means that we can 

look at many available options, responsibility means that we 

are judicious in which of these options we take up – not every 

option is of equal value and neither is it always possible within 

the confines of timetable constraints and finite resources. In 

juggling the freedom and responsibility of learning pathways 

and programs, it is pleasing to have Ave Maria College 

recognised as an Outstanding provider of learning 

opportunities for our young women. 

Horizons Reading Group – Years 7 and 8. 



 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Deputy Principal 
Leadership & Learning 
Francis reminds us that everything is gifted to us from God 

and I am forever thankful for the gift of my time at Ave Maria 

College. The gifts within this gift have been abundant; the gift 

of the Franciscan charism, the gift of team, the gift of 

empowerment, the gift of professionalism and expertise that 

has surrounded me, the gifted privilege of leading and the 

gifted privilege of teaching. The Franciscan view is that God 

keeps nothing for Himself; He gives everything to us. And so, 

in receiving, so must we pass on these gifts. I hope in God’s 

eyes and the eyes of the AMC community I am judged to have 

lived up to this Franciscan standard as it has been my privilege 

to have received so much. 

The gift of the responsibility for student learning, be it in my 

own classes or in the broader context of my role, is one I am 

forever grateful for. I carry with me the learnings from the 

students I have encountered and hope again that I have been 

worthy of the responsibility afforded me. My hope for all 

students at Ave Maria is the self-realisation of their gifts and 

the capacity each one has within them to learn and grow 

fantastically beyond what they see in themselves in the 

present.  

Ave Maria College will always hold a special place for me on so 

many levels.  It has not only been a place of incredible 

professional growth and opportunity, but also a place of deep 

personal and spiritual inspiration.  The impact the Franciscan 

charism and the Assisi experience has had on me is profound 

and I will miss terribly the chance to engage with others in the 

stories of Francis and Clare and their teachings and reflections 

on Christ in our lives. 

My thanks to Olwen Horton and Elizabeth Hanney for the 

support and the empowerment they gifted me to carry out my 

responsibilities and to the members of the Leadership team 

past and present with whom it has been my blessing to have 

worked. 

So, onto new journeys, new challenges and new encounters. I 

look forward to receiving the gift of newness in my 

professional journey and I close my Ave Maria College journey 

with lyrics from Frank Anderson’s Galilee Song.  

So I leave my boats behind 

Leave them on familiar shores 

Set my heart upon the deep 

Follow you again my Lord 

Pace e Bene – Peace and all good 

 

Phillip Tascone 

Deputy Principal Leadership and Learning 

Heads of School 
Welcome Back to Semester 2 
Welcome to Term 3. The start of a new term is always a good 

time to reflect on previous learning and achievement, and then 

set goals for the term ahead. We trust that each student has 

reviewed their Semester 1 report and will begin Semester 2 with 

enthusiasm and the motivation to work to their highest 

capacity. In particular, we keep our Year 12 students in our 

thoughts as they embark on the final stages of the VCE. 

Subject Selection 
A reminder that the 2019 Subject Selection process for students 

in Years 8 to Year 11 opens 9.00am on Thursday, 26 July 2018. 

Following the Subject Selection evening on Wednesday, 25 July 

2018 .  The Online portal is open until 8.30am on Monday, 6 

August 2018. 

Behaviour tracking, Incidents and 

Commendations 
Each student has had their ‘social indicator’ value returned to 

zero for a fresh start in Semester 2. The incident descriptions 

and commendations remain on their dashboard for reference.  

Uniform Regulations and Expectations 
Students and parents are reminded that the College Winter 

uniform is to be worn during Term 3.  This includes wearing the 

blazer to and from school.  Uniform regulations and grooming 

standards are constantly monitored and enforced during these 

colder months and we ask for parents support in ensuring this 

does continue. 

Key issues we are noticing that are not part of the Uniform 

Regulations are: 

 Black socks with the HPE uniform 

 Black / grey t-shirts and hoodies being worn under both the 

HPE and Winter uniforms 

 Excessive piercings in ears 

 Incorrect nails etc. 

Please check your daughter’s Semester 2 timetables to ensure 

you are aware of the days that she can wear her HPE uniform. 

Wellbeing Days – Year 7 and Year 9 
Please check the calendar and Skoolbag for important events 

coming up in Term 3 such as Year 7 Personal Development Day, 

Year 9 Faith Formation Day, VCE Parent Teacher Student 

Interviews, Ave Maria Day and Spectacular Spectacular.  

It’s going to be a busy one! A reminder that Tuesday, 7 August 

2018 is a Student Free Day as the staff of the College 

participate in our own faith formation. 

Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 
Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 

https://www.selectmysubjects.com.au/Student/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fstudent%2f
https://avemaria.vic.edu.au/contact/faq/uniform/


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 
Wednesday, 25 July                                                                                                Subject Selection Evening (5.30pm—8.00pm) 
Friday, 27 July                                                                                                            SCSA AFL 
Wednesday, 1 August                                                                                            Year 7 Personal Development Day 
Thursday, 2 August                                                                                                 VCE Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews (4.00pm-8.00pm) 
Tuesday, 7 August                                                                                                    Student Free Day - Staff Faith Formation Day  
Wednesday, 15 August                                                                                          Ave Maria Day 
Thursday, 16 August                                                                                               SCSA Volleyball 
Wednesday, 22 August                                                                                          SCSA Outdoor Soccer 
Friday, 24 August                                                                                                      Spectacular, Spectacular (6.30pm - 9.00pm) 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Semester 1 Awards 
On Wednesday, 25 July 2018 we gathered as a College and in 

Year Levels to acknowledge the tremendous work done during 

first Semester. At both of these assemblies a number of 

students were recognised for their contributions both inside 

and outside of the classroom with a number of awards. We 

distributed the Excellence and Endeavour Awards, in addition 

to announcing the recipients of the Language Perfect award 

recipient. 

The Excellence Award is given to the highest performing 

student in each class with an average above 90%. The 

Endeavour Award acknowledges the student who has shown 

the most improvement or growth in a subject. The students 

recognised during this assembly have demonstrated a number 

of our Learner Attributes showing determination, curiosity and 

creativity in their learning. The students were so supportive of 

each other and there was a great sense of pride shown by our 

award recipients.  

It was wonderful to also acknowledge the collective efforts of 

all students as they work to accumulate House points. The 

number and range of Co-curricular activities continues to 

strengthen and it is wonderful to see so many students 

accessing these opportunities including Lab Rats, Vocal 

Ensemble, Code Club and more. I encourage all students to 

approach Semester 2 with a great sense of enthusiasm, to have 

high expectations of themselves as learners, and to access the 

wealth of resources available to them.  

 
Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
While I was on leave, I was fortunate to visit the Church of 

Santa Croce run by the Franciscans in Florence an image 

appears below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith and Social Justice Leaders 
Ably led by Rachel Waring and Sarah Jackson, the Faith and 

Social Justice Leaders have organised the Biggest Morning 

Tea to be held at the College on Friday, 27 July 2018 to raise 

funds to fight cancer.  

Baked goods will be on sale at Recess and 

Lunchtime in Francis Piazza. 

The College Feast Day will be celebrated on Wednesday, 15 

August 2018 with a Mass and range of activities. 

Environment Ambassadors 
The Veggie Garden has grown beautifully over the last 2 

months! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Jurd 

Director of Faith and Religious Education 

VCE Parent-Teacher-Student (PTS) Interviews 
 
The VCE PTS Interviews will take place on: Thursday, 2 August 
2018 from 4.00pm to 8.00pm  

VCE PTS Interviews are for all students undertaking any  
Unit 1/2 or Unit 3/4 study.  

 

Bookings for VCE PTS Interviews can be made via  
Parent Access Module (PAM)  and will be open one week  
prior to the interviews, from 9.00am on Thursday, 26 July 
2018.  

https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx


Student Counsellor 
Digital Damage 
There is current research being undertaken, which is 

providing evidence to support the idea that overuse of smart 

devices are having a negative impact on our society, and in 

particular, our younger generation. One such inquiry is 

‘digital dimension’, which is a real medical term currently 

being used to indicate that we are outsourcing our brains to 

our smartphones. That, in fact, we are so reliant on our 

smartphones, they are literally making us stupid! 

Psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg is also currently leading 

a study into the effects of mobile phone usage in schools, 

and concern that it leads to cyberbullying and distracted 

children.   

If you asked me to reel off memorised phone numbers, there 

are a few I could give you, some of which are the home 

phone numbers of my cousin and my grandma; so 

embedded in my memory are these numbers from my 

childhood. But for young people today, there is no need to 

remember phone numbers, because we have our 

smartphones. Smartphones are so convenient! Nobody 

wants to memorise a hundred phone numbers! But the 

reality is, we have lost the ability to memorise even one 

phone number. The research shows that parts of our brain 

are actually being shut down from lack of use. Just like an 

injured arm that sits in a sling over a long period of time, the 

muscles weaken and functioning deteriorates, so too do the 

muscles in the brain.  

We are no longer using our brains to calculate simple sums, 

because the convenience of the smartphone calculator 

means that the answer is just a few taps away. Interpersonal 

relationships are suffering. We are more interested in the 

smart phone than in our real lives and our real human 

interactions. When a phone or device is visibly present at the 

dinner table, the message is that the people there are not 

that important. There is a sub-conscious reaction we have to 

the smart phone when it is near us, when we are holding it, 

when it is in view, so even when we are connecting with 

people in the real world, we are still tuned into our phones. 

We have low self-esteem because our identity is tied up with 

our facebook profile and how many Instagram likes we get.  

We are not content with who we are, we are not happy, 

because we are constantly comparing ourselves to others. 

Our ability to verbally communicate and articulate through 

language has diminished because we don’t even sit at the 

dinner table and talk with our families, without the 

television on and devices being used. We are seeing rising 

rates of depression and anxiety, and the new diagnosable  

mental illness of ‘gaming disorder’ is on the rise. We are  

constantly bombarded with information overload through 

social media feeds. Our creativity is being lessened, there is 

no longer boredom, not even for a minute, and it is boredom 

which gives rise to innovation and ideas. We can’t be alone 

with ourselves for even a moment. We fill every second of 

every day with our phones. We are sleep deprived. We sleep 

with our phones by our bedside, we respond to every beep 

and buzz. And when people are around, our phone is usually 

visible or in our hand. We never switch off. We are addicted 

to our smartphones. It is brought out at every possible  

scenario. It is checked hundreds of times a day. It comes to 

the dinner table, to meetings, to the toilet, to catch ups, 

when we are walking down the street, when we are  

travelling on a bus, while waiting for someone. Young people 

have told me that they feel naked if they are not holding 

their phone, or God forbid, should the phone not be within 

arm’s reach. I am really worried for our younger generation. 

If it is a problem for adults, imagine how much worse it is for 

young people, whose brain development is still not complete 

and the reliance on smartphones is learnt from such a young 

age.  

So what can we do? Here are some really simple boundaries 

to put in place for your daughter (and even for yourself): 

 No phones or devices in the hour before bed. The 

bright light stimulates your brain and reduces  

melatonin - the hormone that induces sleep. You will 

get a better night’s sleep. 

 No phones in the bedroom at night. Keep them in the 

kitchen or a communal area to recharge at night. Out 

of sight, out of mind!  

 Leave the phone at home. Do they really need their 

phone at school?  

 If a young child needs a phone for security purposes, 

they should be given a ‘dumb phone’ without internet 

access. 

 Make a set time for using the phone for social media 

purposes (1-2 hours max). 

 Turn off notifications to social media apps, and only 

get on to check during a delegated time.  

 Make a “no devices/no tv” rule at the dinner table. 

Connect as a family through talking, sharing stories, 

playing board games, do things to allow more verbal 

communication to take place. 

Ceci Tankey 

Student Counsellor  



Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise 

VTAC Applications 
Year 12 VTAC Applications – throughout August and 

September 

VU Guaranteed 

Victoria University has launched a brand new early entry 

program; VU Guaranteed. 

Victoria University is a dual sector institution with a range 

of courses from certificate to degree.  

Benefits to students are guaranteed place, peace of mind, 

tailored advice, an extra 5 ATAR points for courses that 

consider ATAR as part of the selection process. 

To apply visit VU Guaranteed  

Applications are now open and will close on 30 September 

2018. 

Reminder -  ACU Community Achiever Program 

Year 12 students are reminded that applications for this 

early entry program close 31 July 2018 

Community Achiever Program (CAP) 

What is VET in the VCE? 
VET (Vocational Education and Training). Vocation refers 

to work or employment.  VET in the VCE programs are 

designed to give students an exposure to practical skills 

and an understanding of what it is like to ‘learn through 

doing’.  Students can opt to do a VET subject while 

completing their VCE and, in most cases, the VET 

qualification contributes towards the VCE and ATAR. 

Monash University Entry Scheme for the 

Bachelor of Science 
Students who study more than 1 Science subject in Year 12 

may be eligible for a subject adjustment, which can add up 

to a maximum of 8 points to their aggregate. For example, 

4 Science subjects (with a study score 25 or over) equals 8 

subject bonus points.  Try the VTAC subject bonus tool to 

estimate - VTAC Bonus Tool. 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

Parent Access Module 
As you are aware the College implemented a new Learning 

Management System at the start of 2018.  

This has allowed families to have access to a number of  

resources and reports in relation to your daughter’s education 

at the College. 

We would like to advise two functions that are now operating 

via the Parent Access Module (PAM) 

Reporting of Student Absences via PAM 
To notify the College of a Student Absence 

(Student absences must be advised by no later than 9.30am) 

1. Log into PAM 

2. Select the 3 lined symbol in the top right had corner.  

3. Select Parent Notified Absence.  

4. Add absence (please note; you can only add a Parent Notified 

Absence for the current day) 

Sending of Online Consents for most College 

Excursions 
Notification that a consent is awaiting for approval will  

appear as an alert in PAM.  

 

 

 

 
 

To see all excursions for your daughter. 

1. Selecting your daughters image 

2. Select Excursion Activities  

 

The linked email address to PAM will receive 

notification that action is required on the PAM 

account. 

For those families who are yet to verify their 

daughter’s medical details it is imperative that 

this is done immediately to ensure all functions 

of PAM work correctly and communication is 

received in a timely manner. 

It is also important verification of the email address you would 

prefer communication from PAM to be sent to is actioned. 

Should you have any questions regarding these new functions 

please do not hesitate to contact the College on 9331 9300. 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/dates.html
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vu.edu.au%2Fstudy-at-vu%2Fhow-to-apply%2Fspecial-admission-programs%2Fvu-guaranteed-entry-program&data=02%7C01%7CHelen.Aliaga%40avemaria.vic.edu.au%7C92f96e596f3848cf3cd608d5f054c20c%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vu.edu.au%2Fstudy-at-vu%2Fhow-to-apply%2Fspecial-admission-programs%2Fvu-guaranteed-entry-program&data=02%7C01%7CHelen.Aliaga%40avemaria.vic.edu.au%7C92f96e596f3848cf3cd608d5f054c20c%7C
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vu.edu.au%2Fstudy-at-vu%2Fhow-to-apply%2Fspecial-admission-programs%2Fvu-guaranteed-entry-program&data=02%7C01%7CHelen.Aliaga%40avemaria.vic.edu.au%7C92f96e596f3848cf3cd608d5f054c20c%7C956
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/pathways_And_entry_schemes/year_12_student_entry/early_entry
http://delta.vtac.edu.au/CourseSearch/bonuscalc.htm
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx


 

  

 

The Health of all our Students is of Utmost Concern. 
One of our students is currently receiving medical treatment and a major concern is if she develops measles or chickenpox, she 
can  become seriously ill. The College seeks your cooperation in preventing this possibility. 

 

If your daughter has or may have measles or chickenpox we ask that you do not send them to school during this time and you 
notify the College as soon as possible. 

 

Your understanding is greatly appreciated 

Community News 

Spectacular, Spectacular! 

Ave Maria College’s Co-Curricular variety event showcasing performances  

from each of the 4 Houses embodying the 2018 College theme  

‘Who are you, God, and who am I?’ 

Friday, 24 August 2018  

6.30pm – 9.00pm 

Tickets on Sale Soon 


