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Prayer 
Loving God, may we, like Mary, delight in the great things you have done for us.  
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Building Update 
We include in this publication some images of our on going 
building work which is gathering momentum with the further 
installation of steel framework for walls and floors. The Helene 
Province is now forecast for completion in February 2019. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

From the Principal 
Melbourne’s Ninth Archbishop 
On the evening of Wednesday, 1 August 2018, Archbishop 
Peter Comensoli was installed as Melbourne’s ninth 
Archbishop. The Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral was very well 
attended by Priests, Leaders and Parishioners from across 
Melbourne, as well as ecumenical and interfaith guests. We 
welcome Archbishop Comensoli and hope to extend him an 
invitation to visit Ave Maria College in the months to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In other Church news across Melbourne, all Catholics are 
invited to participate in a Plenary Council to take place in 2020. 
This journey of listening and dialogue is a process of reflection, 
discernment and decision making about the future of the 
Catholic Church, in its many expressions, into the future. The 
Plenary will invite all communities and individuals to 
participate. Importantly, it is essential that all voices are heard 
in pursuit of a Catholic Church where ‘All may be One’. 

This week, the staff of Ave Maria College was very pleased to 
join St Bernard’s and St Columba’s staff for a Staff Faith Day, 
led by Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP. He spoke beautifully of the 
inclusivity of God’s love. As educators and parents, he urged 
the importance of deep thinking and dialogue with our young 
people as the way to a more ‘spacious truth’ – where each of us 
is stretched in our understanding and better able to see God at 
work in the world. 

Bereavement News 
This week we extend our deep sympathies and prayers to Mrs 
Mary Younes Hickland and family, following the death of her 
beloved husband Erl Hickland.  As a member of staff over the 
last 29 years, Mary’s connections within the community run 
deep and wide; together we offer our prayerful support to her 
as she mourns his loss.  



 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Heads of School 
Subject Selection 
With the online submission portal closed as of Monday, 6 

August 2018  the Subject Selection process has now moved to 

the next stage.  The College Executive will now begin 

reviewing the selections to determine what the 2019 

timetable will look like.  In the event that a student selection is 

unable to be met (e.g. not enough students selected a 

particular subject), the student will be contacted to discuss her 

options. This process will take place both in the coming 

weeks, as well as later in the year as we progress through the 

various stages of timetable development. We thank all 

parents and students involved in this important process. 

Ave Maria Day 
Ave Maria Day will take place on Wednesday, 15 August 2018 

for the entire school day. Students must arrive at the College 

in their full College Winter uniform for the morning 

proceedings. They will then participate in the Celebration of 

Mass, lots of fun activities, food trucks, Ave’s Got Talent 

performance and a free sausage sizzle. Tokens must be 

purchased for the food trucks as there will be no cash sales on 

the day. Just a reminder that the day concludes at 2.50pm 

next Wednesday, 15 August 2018. 

Year 7 Personal Development Day 
A wonderful day was experienced on Wednesday, 1 August 

2018 where the Year 7 cohort were able to connect with each 

other and our wider community. Read the student reflections 

in the Student Leadership section of the newsletter. 

Spectacular Spectacular 
A reminder that tickets are selling fast for the House 

performance commonly referred to as “Spec Spec”. Tickets 

are available via www.trybooking.com/WPJW    

Year 12 Trial Examinations 
Advanced notice is given regarding the Year 12 trial 

examinations that are scheduled to occur from Monday, 1 

October 2018 through to Monday, 8 October 2018 (excluding 

Tuesday, 2 October 2018).  A full schedule will be 

communicated to students and parents in the next few weeks. 

 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 
Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Year 7 Personal Development Day 

Study Skills 
There are a number of instances throughout the year that 

students in each Year Level are explicitly taught study skills. Last 

week there was an opportunity for our Year 7 students during 

their Personal Development Day to further discuss what types of 

study strategies work best for them. The session also covered 

goal setting, beating procrastination, positive affirmations, time 

management and how to build a study schedule to meet 

deadlines.  

To help consolidate these skills we would appreciate you taking 

the time to talk to your daughter about what they have learnt 

and some of the improvements they could make to their study 

plan.

VCE Students 
VCE (PTS) Parent-Teacher-Student Interviews held on Thursday, 

2 August 2018 were an opportunity to acknowledge the great 

work of students, whilst reiterating that there is still so much 

more to be done between now and the end of year 

examinations. There is up to 75% of a student’s study score still 

yet to be finalised in a number of Unit 3 and 4 studies which 

means there is still time for your daughter to ensure that she is 

maximising her learning potential, avoiding distractions and 

making her studies the priority.  

With a number of busy SAC periods it’s important for students 

to find the balance between all of their subjects. Whilst there is 

still new content to be learnt in all subjects throughout this term, 

consistent revision and embedding examination questions into 

your daughter’s study routine will help her begin to build 

confidence in readiness for the end of year examinations.    

I encourage students to continue to utilise their teacher’s 

expertise both in her SAC and examination preparation. Acting 

promptly on feedback and seeking support to improve will 

increase both her confidence and learning success.  

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

 

Father’s Day Breakfast: 
Tuesday, 4 September 2018 
 

Guest Speaker:  
Mary Oski, Ave Alumna and  

Director at Catholic Education  

Melbourne 

http://www.trybooking.com/WPJW


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 
Wednesday, 15 August                                                                  Ave Maria Day (Early Dismissal 2.50pm) 
Thursday, 16 August                                                                      SCSA Volleyball 
Wednesday, 22 August                                                                 Year 9 Junior Study Skills Parent Seminar (6.00pm-7.00pm), SCSA Outdoor Soccer 
Friday, 24 August                                                                            Spectacular, Spectacular (6.30pm - 9.00pm) 
Tuesday, 28 August                                                                        Year 7 Immunisations 
Thursday, 30 August                                                                       Year 9 Faith Formation Day 
Saturday, 1 September                                                                  Reunion Day (Classes of 2013,2008,1998,1978,1968) 
Tuesday, 4 September                                                                   Father’s Day Breakfast 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Environment Ambassadors 
The students will be undertaking an education drive to 
remind the College community of how to recycle as well as 
what is already happening at Ave Maria, so that the school is 
as sustainable as possible. The veggie garden was recently 
harvested for radishes, spinach, kale, cos lettuce and rocket. 
These were donated to the College Canteen whose profits go 
back into the College. 

Year 12 and Moira Kelly 
Moira Kelly came and spoke to Year 12 students about her 
work over many years with children in need. Her stories 
ensured there was barely a dry eye in the house and when 
Angel who will undergo an operation shortly sang a song 
from ‘Moama’ many hearts melted. 

Biggest Morning Tea 
Thanks to the Faith and Social Justice Leaders, and students 
and staff who donated baked goods. Over $600 was raised to 
go to the Cancer Council. 

Importance of Prayer and Reflection 
Thus says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. (Jeremiah 31:33) 

This passage has links to the ethics of natural law: people are 
born with a sense of right and wrong. For the vast majority of 
people, this passage holds true. And yet, we can know the 
good and choose otherwise – for a variety of reasons. These 
compulsions, addictions or whatever they are, blind us to the 
good – and prevent us from listening to our hearts. 

And so we return to the importance of prayer and reflection. 
They are the opportunities to stop, listen to our heart, take 
stock of where we are headed. We can think we are carried 
along by the tide of life, neglecting to see the choices we 
have made – and the consequences of those choices. The 
cure to our problem is there – but it may not be easy. 

Patrick Jurd 

Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Student Counsellor 
Healthy Relationships 

There are several important ingredients in a healthy  

relationship: 

Self-knowledge is how well you know yourself in every 

area and on every level.  

Emotional awareness involves your willingness and ability 

to notice your own feelings and those of others.  

Emotion skills involve being able to correctly read,  

understand, and respond to your own feelings and others 

feelings.  

Communication skills are your ability to convey your own 

emotions and emotional needs in a way that others can take 

in, as well as listen to and understand others messages to 

you.  

Unlike character and personality traits (that are fairly stable) 

these “ingredients” are skills that can be learned. Below are 3 

exercises to develop skills for healthy relationships.  

 Increase your self-knowledge by practicing mindfulness. 

Keep your mind in the present moment, increasing your 

awareness of what you are thinking and feeling. What are 

you doing at this moment and why are you feeling this way 

right now?  

 Make an extra effort to understand how others are feeling 

throughout the day. The aim is to get better at reading 

others body language and expressions so you can respond 

better.  

 Practice expressing how you are feeling, e.g. “I’m feeling 

irritated, upset, relaxed, stressed, or sad”. Also practice 

responding to the signs that those around you may be  

feeling a particular way, e.g., you seem worried about 

something,”   

Susanne Hall 

Student Counsellor  

Parents are asked to ensure they complete the  
2019 Confirmation of Return  for your daughter/s.  

If you have not already done so please complete via the link 
above.  Any questions regarding the confirmation of return for 
your daughter should be directed to our Finance Office on  
9331 9300. 

Confirmation of Return for 2019 

Enrolment applications for Year 7 2020 are currently being  
accepted by the College and must be submitted by Friday, 17 
August 2018.   Offers of placements will be posted on Friday, 19 
October 2018.  All families including families with another 
daughter currently enrolled at the College, must submit an  
Application for Enrolment.  Applications are considered  
according to the criteria listed in the College Enrolment Policy. 

Enrolments for Year 7 in 2020 

http://www.moirakellyaustralia.com/
https://www.creatinghopefoundation.org.au/who-we-have-helped/
https://goo.gl/forms/m5zO7On3GantlohV2
http://www.avemaria.vic.edu.au/media/uploads/EnrolmentPolicy2016.pdf


Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise 
University / TAFE Open Days 2018 – throughout August 

Year 12 VTAC applications – throughout August and September 

VTAC Year 11 and 12 Guide 
The VTAC Year 11 and 12 Guide: Researching Courses and 

Applying publication is designed to lead students through the 

course research and application processes, with the expectation 

that it will make it as straight forward as possible for students.  

Year 11 students will benefit by using this publication to plan, 

research, and make tentative decisions, whilst Year 12 students 

will use it to plan, research, decide, and apply.  The publication 

provides information on key dates, how the application process 

works, useful tips on scholarships, VTAC personal statements, 

and much more. Although each Year 11 and 12 student will 

receive their own personal copy, this guide is also available as a 

PDF - VTAC Year 11 and 12 Guide  

Free TAFE for Select Courses in 2019 
From 2019 it won’t cost you any fees to complete a priority TAFE 

qualification.  The tuition free priority course list includes 20  

non-apprenticeship courses and 18 courses that provide 

pathways to apprenticeships (also known as 'pre-

apprenticeships'). Free TAFE for Select Courses in 2019  

New Melbourne Principal’s Scholarship 
On offer from 2019 to Victorian Year 12 students is the 

Melbourne Principal’s Scholarship.  This $5,000 scholarship is 

awarded to students who are nominated by their school 

Principal in recognition of their academic achievement and 

contribution to their school or wider community.  

CASPer Entry Requirements for Teacher 
Qualifications 
CASPer is an online test designed to assess an applicant’s 

personal and professional attributes. CASPer is a requirement of 

applying to many initial teaching training courses in Victoria.  

A number of universities will be requiring students sit the 

CASPer  online test as part of the selection into Teaching 

degrees in 2019.  Students are encouraged to browse VTAC and 

learn which courses will require the CASPer  for selection. 

 

Helen Aliaga 

Career and Pathways 

Student Leadership 
Year 7 Personal Development Day 
On Wednesday, 1  August 2018 the Year 7 cohort walked 

through the gates eager and excited to participate in 

their Personal Development Day. The day consisted of 

activities to build on our study skills, positive wellbeing 

and how to be safe online. Another highlight of the day 

was writing letters to the students of Don Bosco Co-

Educational Technical School in East Timor. We then 

wrote letters to the incoming Year 7 students of 2019, 

sharing with them some advice on life here at Ave Maria 

College. Finishing the day with a Peer Support Session 

we discussed the importance of Self-Belief. What a 

successful day. Thank you to our Homeroom Teachers 

and the students hard work that made this day as great 

as it was, especially Mrs Thompson.  

Ella Colomer, Grace Williamson, Carolina Pizza and  

Ruby Fitzgerald 

Year 7 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/dates.html
http://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/2018_year_11_and_12_guide.pdf
http://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/2018_year_11_and_12_guide.pdf
http://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/2018_year_11_and_12_guide.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/educationstate/Pages/freetafe.aspx
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/zarafad/Documents/Custom Office Templates


Community News 

Booking via trybooking 

http://www.trybooking.com/WPJW


 

  

 

Community News 

 We urge all parents and students 
to observe safe practices on our 
roads.  The intersection of Vida 
Street and Buckley Street is a 
dangerous one.  
 
 

Students must cross these roads 
at the closest pedestrian crossing 
or set of lights, rather than  
directly across the road between 

traffic. 


