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Prayer 
Loving God, may we allow the joy of spring to open our eyes to the gifts you give us daily. We make 
this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Helene Province Building Update 
We were very pleased last week to see the concrete poured for 
the third level of the Helene Province. Steel works will follow 
over the coming weeks which will see roofing installed. Once 
this final external framing is complete and the site water tight, 
we can expect to see all internal construction occur over the 
coming months. We are currently working on a staged 
handover which will see the ground floor handed over to the 
College in February 2019, with the 2 remaining floors due for 
completion in Term 1, 2019. Please enjoy this 40 second time 
lapse clip of the top level concrete pour, with thanks to 
Business Manager, Allan Thompson.  

Student Success 
Congratulations to all students undertaking Unit 3 & 4 courses 
of study for their conscientious approach to the completion of 
course work this term. They move now into Examination 
preparation mode, commencing with trial examinations over 
the forthcoming break. These are compulsory examinations 
under formal conditions - important opportunities for students 
to consolidate, reflect and fine tune their examination 
readiness ahead of final VCAA examinations in 6 weeks time.  

We were delighted with the recent success in the SCSA 
Division 2 Netball Competition. All seven teams made it 
through to the Grand Final! We claimed victory in 5 of these 
games with 5 students awarded best on ground performance. 
Well done to all players and coaches on these outstanding 
results.  

 

 

 

From the Principal 
Timor Leste  
This week 6 students are joined by 3 staff in travelling to Timor-
Leste to work in solidarity with a small community in Maliana 
and Caliaco. Our partnership with Timor-Leste began many 
years ago, firstly as a fundraising initiative for an orphanage 
and medical centre in Venilale.  Over the last 4 years, it has 
grown to now involve student immersion. Our reason for 
undertaking this partnership is threefold: 

 To express our faith in a shared humanity where each 
person is recognised with an inviolable dignity, each and all 
made in the image of God 

 To express our Franciscan values of peace, justice and love 
to all 

 To expand our students’ worldview and education; 
affording all an opportunity to learn and grow in 
understanding of ourselves and each other 

This week, students will work in English Speaking and Literacy 
classes, acting as teachers and friends with fellow students in 
Timor-Leste. They will live in community: eating, praying, 
learning and relaxing before returning to share news of their 
experience with us early next term.  

Our immersion experience and fundraising for Timor-Leste is 
made possible by the generosity and support of so many in our 
community. I take this opportunity to thank all families who 
supported various campaigns this year such as our Mission 
Action Day and Timor Trivia Night – together, over $25,000 has 
been raised which goes directly to our partner school, enabling 
them to run their learning programs, particularly in English and 
Vocational education. The act of educating women, at home 
and abroad is critical to a progressive and just world. It is a 
privilege to play our small part in this endeavour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

https://avemaria.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/IMG_0021.mov


 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Helene Library 
Whilst the original home of the Helene Library is undergoing 

an exciting transformation there is a fully functioning library 

setup in the Assisi area for students to continue to utilise. 

Holiday borrowing is occurring over the duration of this week, 

with students encouraged to grab a book and head outside to 

read as the weather warms up. Lunchtime activities are 

continuing with students attending Creative Spaces making 

Pom Poms, Pocket Warmers and are now collectively working 

towards folding one thousand Paper Cranes.  

Over the upcoming holidays the Helene Library will be 

providing coffee, tea and treats to students coming in. This is 

a great opportunity in particular for our senior students to 

have a space to study either individually or collaboratively, in 

preparation for their examination. VCE students are 

encouraged to make the most of their school holidays by 

coming into the library to study.  

Excursions 
There have been a number of excursions over the last couple 

of weeks. Getting students outside of the classroom provides 

further opportunities for them to apply their learning to real 

life contexts.  

 

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

Heads of School 
Term 4 Uniform 
In order to accommodate for the changing weather, the first 2 

weeks of Term 4 will be a uniform changeover.  This means 

that students are permitted to wear either the Summer or  

Winter uniform; the HPE uniform must only be worn on days 

when students have HPE.  All students must be in the Summer 

uniform by Monday, 22 October 2018.   

Please check the length of your daughter’s Summer dress over 

the term holidays to ensure it is knee length.  It is quite  

common for students to have grown over Term 2 and 3 and 

the Summer dress may need to have the hem lowered. 

A reminder that blazers are not required to be worn to and 

from school in Term 4, however, students must not wear their 

jumper as the outermost garment. 

Trial Examination Reminder 
A reminder that Year 12 Trial Examinations are running from 

Monday, 1 October to Monday 8 October 2018.  All students 

have received their timetable and are expected to attend in 

their full Summer uniform.  Please note no examinations will 

take place on Tuesday, 2 October 2018 due to electrical work 

being carried out. 

School Improvement Survey 
Thank you to all families, students and staff for completing the 

new Catholic Education Melbourne (CEM) School  

Improvement Survey (SIS).  This survey will provide valuable 

feedback from all key stakeholders and help the College  

Executive to finalise the 2019-2022 Strategic Plan. 

Mobile Phone Policy 
A reminder of the College Mobile Phone policy as it appears in 

the student planner: Mobile telephones and other electronic 

devices must be turned off and kept securely in the student’s 

locker during school hours (8.30am until 3.25pm) We request 

that parents support this policy by not calling / texting during 

the day. Should you wish to get a message to your daughter 

this can be done by calling Student Services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 
 

NO MOBILE PHONE 

USE IN CLASSROOM 



 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 
Friday, 21 September                                                                     Term 3 Finishes—3.25pm Dismissal 
Monday, 8 October                                                                         Curriculum Planning Day (Student Free Day) 
Tuesday, 9 October                                                                         Term 4 Begins 
Friday, 12 October                                                                           Year 10 Safety Day, SCSA  Table Tennis 
Tuesday, 16 October                                                                      SCSA  Softball 
Wednesday, 17 October                                                                One Year on (Class of 2017) 
                                                                                                                 Arts Festival (6.00pm-8.30pm) 
Wednesday, 24 October                                                               Year 12 Graduation Mass and Dinner 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Year 7 Elders Mass 
On Friday, 7 September 2018 all the Year 7 cohort were invited to 
bring an elderly or a special person to the Year 7 Elders Mass. The 
service began with the 6 Homeroom Ambassadors bringing 
forward their Homeroom candles. Something we all took out of 
the service was that our elderly people are young at heart and 
have plenty of time and wisdom to share. During the mass we 
presented some lovingly written cards to our special guests 
which thanked them for their positive influence on our lives. We 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing the smiles on the guest’s faces as 
Father Peter celebrated an enjoyable mass.   

Evelyn Zuccarelli and Lauren Cunnington  
Year 7 Faith and Social Justice Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice 

Statement 
The Bishops’ statement on homelessness has just been released 
A place to call home: Making a home for everyone in our land 
 

Patrick Jurd 

Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Student Counsellor 
Empathy: Looking out the Other Person’s Window 
I recently read a story about a teenage girl who had been 

locked in a long, bitter struggle with her nagging father. 

Yearning for some form of reconciliation and a fresh start, 

she looked forward to her father driving her to College - a 

time when she would be alone with him for several hours.  

Unfortunately, the long-anticipated trip proved a disaster. 

Her father, true to form, spent the first hour of the trip 

grumbling about the ugly, garbage-littered creek by the side 

of the road. She on the other hand saw no litter whatsoever 

in the beautiful, rustic stream. She could find no way to 

respond and eventually lapsed into silence. They spent the 

remainder of the trip looking away from each other.  

Later, she made the same trip alone and was astounded to 

note that there were 2 streams– 1 on each side of the road. 

This time she was the driver. The stream she saw through 

her window (on the driver’s side) was just as ugly and 

polluted as her father had described it.  By the time she had 

learned to look out her father’s window it was too late. Her 

father was dead and buried.  

I feel there is a lesson in this story for all of us: Look out the 

other’s window. Try to see the world as they see it. We may 

be travelling down the same road but our views (and what 

we carry with us) can be quite different.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sue Hall 

Student Counsellor 

Michaela Murphy with her grandfather 

Melissa Sotiropoulos and Amy Marazita with their guests 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/SJSandresources/2018/050918/Social%20Justice%20Statement%202018%20WEB.pdf


Careers and Pathways 
VTAC 2019 Close Key Dates   
Timely VTAC applications : Thursday, 27 September 2018 

SEAS applications:  Friday ,12 October 2018 

VTAC Scholarships:  Friday, 12 October 2018 
 

Students applying for courses that have essential 

requirements (i.e. submitting a folio, a pre-selection kit, 

arranging an interview, etc.) are reminded that failure to 

meet the deadline date for these means students may no 

longer be eligible for selection into their desired course. 

Students eligible to apply for SEAS are also encouraged to 

apply for VTAC Scholarships. 

The VTAC website is www.vtac.edu.au.    

 

VCE Extension Studies in 2019 

VCE Extension Studies allows high achieving Year 12 

students to get a taste of university before finishing school 

- and be rewarded for it.   

Find out more, including the subjects on offer, at various 

universities 

DEAKIN Accelerate 

RMIT University  VCE Extension  

LA TROBE University VCE Plus Program 

MONASH University Extension Studies 

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE – Extension Program 

  La Trobe University Choose Clever Workshops 

La Trobe University will be running a series of Choose 

Clever Workshops in the upcoming school holidays.  These 

interactive, hands-on workshops are designed to give 

prospective students a greater confidence in what they will 

study in 2019. Register at Choose Clever Workshops  

 Monash Maths Bridging 

For more information visit Monash Maths Bridging 

 Mission Discovery Program  

The University of Melbourne will be hosting the Mission 

Discovery program, coming to Australia for the first time this 

September school holidays.  This is a 5-day space, STEM, 

and leadership event will take place from 24–28 

September 2018, 9.30am–4.30pm each day. 

To find out more regarding the full program as well as 

costs, visit Mission Discovery Program 

For more information please see Career News on 

Pathways Knowledge Bank 

 

Helen Aliaga 

Careers and Pathways 

Student Leadership 
Respectful Relationships Seminar 
On Thursday, 6 September 2018 some members of the 

Student Council attended a seminar which focused on the 

subject of ‘Respectful Relationships’. The day was led by 

Buckley Park and St Bernard’s. These 2 host schools work 

with other school’s in the areas to build on having 

respectful relationships, include Footscray City College, 

Essendon Keilor College, St Columba’s, Maribyrnong 

College, and 2 primary schools Our Lady of the Nativity 

and St Margaret’s.  

Throughout the seminar, students and staff involved 

participated in numerous activities to strengthen our 

understandings of respect. Throughout the day we 

discussed what respectful relationships are, why we need 

respectful relationships in schools, how respectful 

relationships help to address the issues faced by young 

people , and what safe and inclusive schools look like.  

We also participated in a series of interactive tasks. One 

activity was called ‘Robot Hands’ and involved us 

partnering up with someone from another school and 

work together. One member of the pair had to follow the 

hand of their partner with their entire body, even to the 

floor, and yes it was as awkward as it sounds.  

The second part of the activity was a mirroring activity, 

where we copied our partners and worked in unison, as 

opposed to simply following instructions. The purpose of 

this task was to recognise how uncomfortable and one-

sided we feel when we aren’t given any control or say in 

what we get to do, and how on the other hand, when we 

have respect and equal say in our relationships we are 

much more comfortable and happy.  

The goal for Ave Maria College is to now host workshops 

within our own school to encourage respectful 

relationships among all our students.  

Sophie McAllister Year 10 

 

http://www.vtac.edu.au
http://www.deakin.edu.au/courses/entry-pathways/accelerate
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/pre-university-study/rmit-extension/get-ready-to-start
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/study/vce-plus
https://www.monash.edu/study/why-choose-monash/information-for-high-achieving-students/monash-extension
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/study-with-us/high-achievers/university-of-melbourne-extension-program
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/choose/workshops?utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=choose_clever&utm_content=le-2018-09-ug-choose_clever_workshops&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkdJeU1URXlZekppTmpSbCIsInQiOiJIMDFkV0V4WE80Yk9sdmFsanlWM1pEcnhyR2dBWWp0WlpVb3MwMVo4RF
http://monashcollege.edu.au/maths-bridging
https://latitudegrouptravel.com.au/special-programs/mission-discovery/melbourne/#bookings?_cldee=amFja3kuYnVydG9uQGtub3gudmljLmVkdS5hdQ%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-0f1342652a01e21180c60050568d426c-db54cfa4cb8e476b9e001efd13b2df05&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_


LOTE News 
Language Perfect Worls Championships  
This year students studying languages at the College  

participated in the Language Perfect World Championships 

from Monday, 21 May to Thursday, 31 May 2018.  They 

answered a staggering 497,880 questions and amassed a total 

of 1,063 hours of online language learning and 98 awards. This 

global competition has run for 7 years and tests students on 

language skills including listening, reading, writing, dictation 

and grammar. Due to the participation and great work of the 

Ave Maria College students, the College was ranked 7th for 

Italian out of 733 schools, and 13th for Indonesian out of 597 

schools by the conclusion of the competition.  

Running concurrently with the Language Perfect World 

Championships, were the Ave Championships, pitting one 

language class against another in the running for the elusive 

pizza lunch, or the individual Highpoint voucher. There was 

considerable competition between the classes but there was 

also lots of language learning. At the end of the  

championships, the Year 12 Italian class came up trumps  

winning the pizza lunch and Madeline Piccione Year 7, won 

the $40.00 Highpoint voucher after she amassed a staggering 

16,056 points. Madeline is also to be congratulated for being 

placed 3rd in Italian from 350,000 competitors around the 

world for the duration of the competition.  

Whilst all students who took part contributed to the overall 

school ranking, the following students are to be  

acknowledged for achieving Elite, Emerald, Gold, Silver, 

Bronze and Credit Awards in the Language Perfect World 

Championships.  

Well done to everyone! 

Ms D’Astoli 
Domain Team Leader: LOTE 

 

Gold Award 

Laura Arnold 

Kate Gleeson 

Isabella Mingaars 

Kiara Di Matteo 

Simona Brhane Mussie 

Christina Occhino 

Silver Award 

Kate Maxwell 

Leah Borderick 

Jade Howell 

Adriana Dinoto 

Jennifer Nguyen 

Emily Duggan 

Valentina Favrin 

Chiara Liberatore 

Olivia Andronaco 

Alexandra Evans 

Bronze Award 

Isabella Pisano 

Georgia Flajnik 

Olivia Grande 

Isabella Dogovski 

Madison Garoni 

Charley Hinton 

Olivia Mangion 

Julia Maio 

Janice Draim 

Bianca Sweeney 

Olivia Martin 

Alessandra Matic 

Jessica O'Connor 

Stella Xie 

Estella De Bolfo 

Olivia Malvaso 

Melissa Sotiropoulos 

Amy Marazita 

Ejaz Rumboll 

Abinaya Arunan 

Lourdes Harb 

Grace Williamson 

Shania Howell 

Ella Colomer 

Brianna Coyle 

Samantha Comito 

Ella-Grace Arnold 

Evelyn Zuccarelli 

Tayah Brooks 

Credit Award 

Juliette Zanellini 

Larissa Failla 

Alannah Gabriele 

Chiara Italia 

Kristen Hagidimou 

Emily Bock 

Daniella Scambiatterra 

Alessia Gangi 

Alessia Torcaso 

Isabella Dunstan 

Tyla Grey 

Tahlia Tassone 

Sienna Staropoli 

Maeve Meggs 

Chloe Borraccino 

Elizabeth Alicandro 

Loredana Gattellari 

Emili Martic 

Sienna Chircop 

Monique Dimitriou 

Kiara Galle 

Katie Grocock 

Tahlia Castello 

Clara Pupillo 

Nyah Trounson 

Holly Seddon 

Cassandra Lorenzi 

Lauren Facciolo 

Isabella Jessen 

Olivia Dib 

Angelina Fakhri 

Michaela Murphy 

Gelsomina Falleti 



Dante Alighieri Poetry Recitation Competition 

 
Late last term 50 students from Years 9-11 studying Italian 

took part in the Dante Alighieri Poetry Recitation  

Competition, which resulted in 3 finalists being chosen.  

Overall there were 3,342 students across Victoria who took 

part in the competition and on the day of the finals, there 

were 410 candidates vying for a win. Students from Ave  

Maria College who were successful in making it to the finals 

were Elisha Andres (Year 9), Katia Pietrolungo (Year 11) and 

Deanna Fimiani (Year 12).  On the day of the finals, which 

took place early this term, these students had to undertake a 

round robin challenge. They were all assessed by 2 adjudica-

tors and only those students who performed to an  

exceptional standard were called again to be assessed by 

another two adjudicators. From this group of finalists, we are 

pleased to announce that Deanna Fimiani was awarded 2nd 

prize in the Year 12 Italian-Australian category while Katia   

Pietrolungo was awarded 3rd prize in the Year 11 Italian-

Australian category.  

Well done to all of the students on their fine achievement, 

and for the way they represented the College during the 

competition period. A special congratulations is also  

extended to Deanna Fimiani and Katia Pietrolungo who  

received their award on Friday, 14 September 2018 at the 

Dante Alighieri Society Awards Evening held at the  

University of Melbourne. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deanna Fimiani (right) – 2nd prize winner Year 12 Italian-Australian category 

(Recitation from La Divina Commedia -Inferno)  Katia Pietrolungo (left) – 3rdprize winner 

Year 11 Italian-Australian category 

Students who took part in the Dante Alighieri Poetry Recitation Competition 

Swinburne Junior Poetry Competition—June 

Session 
Congratulations are extended to students from 7B, 7D 
and 7F who studied Italian in Semester 1 and took part 
in the Swinburne Junior Poetry Competition. Everyone 
performed well and certificates of Honourable  
Mention and Merit were awarded to the participants., 
however 2 students performed exceptionally well and 
were awarded prizes for their performance in the  
Italian Section. Madeline Piccione received 2nd place, 
while Alessia Torcaso was awarded 3rd place.  

We acknowledge the students’ fine work,  

commitment and dedication to these competitions. 

 

 

Madeline Piccione – 2nd prize winner – Year 7 Italian Section (on the right)  

Alessia Torcaso – 3rd prize winner – Year 7 Italian Section (on the left) 

Sustainable School Shop 

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/


Library News 
 

ABC Radio Debating 
This experience was a really good opportunity for us to see 
how the skills and attributes we have learnt and built on 
from DAV debating translate into a real life context. It has 
shown us how the art of debating can be used in everyday 
life, and how moving forward outside of the Ave Maria 
College community, we can use skills that we have learnt 
from our experiences at the College. This opportunity 
enabled us to experience what it’s like to work and 
contribute to a national corporation like the ABC. Thank 
you to Ms Wagner and Mr Spanti for helping facilitate this 
great opportunity. 

Georgia Panopoulos Year 12 

 

 

Abigail Masters, Manon Tickle, Georgia Panopoulos and Freya Hamilton  
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