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Prayer 
Loving God, as our Year 12 students complete their formal schooling may they recognise the love and support 
of those around them and be strengthened to launch into the next phase of their lives.   
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Student Leadership Team 2019 
College Captains: 
Eliza Gollant and Natalie Cierpisz 

Faith and Social Justice Captains:  
Hannah Portelli and Ari Havelas 

Academic Captains:  
Chloe Dalla-Fontana and Madeline Saxton 

House Captains 
CLARE:    Sarah Giuffre-Fittipaldi and Hannah Shaw 

HELENE:   Genevieve Iudica and Sarah Addinsall 

MARY:    Giuliana Lombardi and Chelsea Reid 

FRANCIS:  Aleshia Torcia and Mia Salvador 

The Class of 2019 is blessed with many fine leaders, some of 

whom missed out on these appointments. I commend all 

young women who presented themselves in service to the 

College; I have no doubt that our community will be very well 

led by this student body and I congratulate those who have 

been elected to lead in formal roles. 

Review of Religious Freedoms before 
Parliament 
There is currently discussion in the media and before 

parliament, around religious schools and their enrolment 

policies regarding, among other things, student sexual 

orientation and gender identity. We welcome staff and 

students from all backgrounds and do not discriminate based 

on sexuality, gender identity or relationship status. The 

Australian Catholic Bishops have issued a statement saying 

that all people should be considered equally when it comes to 

enrolment or employment within Catholic schools. At Ave 

Maria, we believe every person has a sacred dignity and is 

loved and made in the image of God. We are inclusive of all 

who seek to be part of our Catholic community, without 

discriminating against one’s race, gender, religion or sexuality. 

Our Franciscan ethos invites us to extend peace, truth and love 

to all, as Jesus did. 

 

 

 

From the Principal 
Farewell to the Class of 2018 

The Class of 2018 leave us with many memories of a wonderful 

year. As they prepare to conclude their formal association with 

Ave Maria College, we thank them for being such a great gift to 

our community. Their theme this year was UNITY and this has 

been exemplified in their conduct and approach. I commend in 

a particular way the appointed leaders who led with unity, 

sisterhood and steadfast generosity. The shared efforts of all in 

supporting our girls in their growth to maturity is a fine 

example of the best in Catholic Education; educating the whole 

person. Everyone engaged in this formative work recognises 

the input of many people, including students themselves, in 

nurturing young people towards wholeness.  

To the fine young women of the Class of 2018, we extend our 

thanks and best wishes as they graduate and take their place of 

goodness in the world.  

Early Entry Offers and Scholarships 

At this time each year, we are delighted to hear of considerable 

numbers of students who are offered guaranteed entry into 

their University Course of choice, based on both their ability 

and community engagement. This year to date, we are aware 

of no less than 20 such offers being made, subject to successful 

completion of examinations and achievement of ATAR 

requirements. In addition, the University of Melbourne has 

introduced a Principal endorsed scholarship for one student in 

every secondary school. This year, I am delighted to announce 

that Yasmine Athaide, one of our College Co Captains has been 

successful in being granted a place at the University of 

Melbourne in 2019 to study a Science degree. Congratulations 

to all students who are seeing their hard work and service to 

the community being recognised. We wish all students 

completing Unit 3 and 4 examinations over the coming month 

every success. 

Arts Festival 
A resounding success!  Congratulations to students, staff and 

Arts Domain Leader Cheryl Kerin for such a successful festival. 

Please see link for some photos of artwork. 

 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 



 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Term 
Dates 
2019 

Term 1 -   Friday, 1 February  - (Years 7 and 12 Students) 
   Monday, 4 February - Friday, 5 April 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 28 April - Friday, 28 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 16 July - Friday, 20 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 8 October - Thursday, 5 December  

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Timor-Leste Immersion Trip  
I feel incredibly grateful for the opportunity to accompany six 

students with my colleagues Robert Martini and Monika 

Wagner to Timor Leste for a week of immersion. One of the 

students who attended, Tara Clark shared this reflection:  

After weeks of planning and excitement for our trip, the day 

had finally come for us to travel to Dili. When we arrived in Dili 

in the mid 30 degree heat, we were greeted by Br Marcel, who 

took us to our location for the night and for a small drive 

around the city to get an aspect of the life and culture on a 

daily basis in the country of Timor-Leste. I enjoyed every 

moment of our week and I could never have asked for 

anything better. The students made us feel very welcome and 

I feel so grateful for having the opportunity to help teach 

English, play sport and participate in cultural activities with 

them. I really felt like I had the chance to put myself in their 

shoes and immerse myself into the life and culture of a  

Timor-Leste student. At the start of my Ave Maria College 

journey back in Year 7, I would never have expected myself to 

be able to get this opportunity to do this amazing kind of 

work, and that’s why I would like to thank everyone involved 

in this incredible journey in helping me make it one to 

remember.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

Heads of School 
Uniform Expectations 
A reminder that the two-week uniform changeover period 

finishes this week, with all students expected in the College 

Summer uniform from Monday, 22 October 2018. Please  

ensure your daughter’s summer dresses are knee length.   A 

further reminder that in Term 4 the blazer is not required to be 

worn to and from school. Parents and students should note 

that the jumper cannot be worn as the outmost garment  

outside of school grounds. 

Year 12 Final Week of Formal Lessons 
This week is the final full week for our Year 12 students, and 

Tuesday, 23 October 2018, will be the final day of their  

secondary schooling.  As part of the celebrations, Year 12  

students will present their ‘celebration dance cabaret’ to the 

school community, before having a shared lunch with their 

teachers.  The day will conclude with a Liturgy and Assembly 

celebrated with the whole school.  To mark the formality, all 

students are required in their College Summer uniform on 

Tuesday, 23 October 2018 (no HPE uniform). 

Road Safety 
A gentle, but very serious reminder for all students and  

parents regarding the necessity to reinforce safe road safety 

practices. Ensure you always drop off and pick up your  

daughters only where it is safe to do so. Students are required 

to use the supervised crossing on Vida Street and not jaywalk. 

End of Semester 2 Examinations 
Whilst Term 4 has only just begun and there are still units of 

work to be completed and assessment tasks to do, we are also 

looking towards the end of the year.  As has been the practice 

for many years, all students will complete examinations at the 

end of the year.  The dates for these assessment periods are as 

follows: 

The specific examination timetables, expectations during this 

period, and all other essential information will be  

communicated to parents and students in the coming weeks. 

Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 Left to Right: Tara Clark, Juliet Battistella, Madeline Saxton, Claudia Fox, Amy Kirk, Madeleine McLeod 

Years 10 - 11   
Friday, 16 November - Friday, 23 November 2018 
 

Years 7-9  
Monday, 26 November - Wednesday, 28 November 2018 



 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 
Wednesday, 24 October                                                                Year 12 Graduation Mass and Dinner 
Wednesday, 24 October -  Friday, 26 October                     Year 11 Outdoor Education Camp 
Tuesday, 30 October                                                                       Year 8 Faith Formation Day 
Wednesday, 31 October - Wednesday, 21 November       VCAA Examination Period 
Wednesday, 31 October– Friday, 2 November                     Year 10 Outdoor Education Camp 
Monday, 5 November                                                                      Mid - Term Break (College Closed) 
Tuesday, 6 November                                                                     Melbourne Cup – Day Public Holiday 
Friday, 16 November - Friday, 23 November                         Year 10 and Year 11 Examinations 
Friday, 23 November                                                                        Year 7 - 2019 Orientation Day (Year 7 only Student Free Day) 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Year 11 Excursion to the National Gallery 

Victoria (NGV) 
On our recent excursion to the NGV for Year 11 Religious 
Education, the Year 11 students attended a lecture on “Religion 
and the Arts”. This insightful talk opened our eyes to the 
underlying meanings in religious artworks and how symbolism 
in visual images communicates human expression. After this 
introductory session, we moved into the NGV International, 
where the Year 11 cohort had the opportunity to individually 
explore the gallery and reflect on our personal interpretation of 
the relationship between religion and the arts.   
 

 
Natalie Cierpisz 11A and Bianca Sprague 11E 

 
In every nation anyone who fears God and does what is right is 
acceptable to him (Acts 10:35) 
 
This reading is set when the disciples were discerning who could 
be part of the Church. Was it to just be Jews, as most of them 
were? Their answer, as we know, was a much broader, more 
inclusive Church. ‘Does what is right’ is a translation of a word 
meaning ‘justice and right relationships’ i.e. what must be done 
to bring God’s reign. Between that and someone who reveres 
God – you can’t ask much more from a person. 
In our flawed humanity, we can fall short of our ideals. Our role 
with the young people in our care is to encourage them to 
aspire to ideals – while also being gentle with themselves (and 
those around them) when they inevitably fall short. By 
displaying compassion, we act in the image of God. 
 
Natalie Cierpisz  Year 11  

 

Patrick Jurd 

Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Student Counsellor 
Making Friends, Made Easy 

For many teens, meeting new people can be an anxiety 

inducing experience. Their thoughts can race with a flurry of 

questions: Do they like me? Am I talking too much? Am I 

being overly friendly? Am I boring? This self-doubt can cause 

anxiety and an awkward, stilted conversation. 

Fortunately, social skills can be learned and improved with 

practice. My number one tip for getting to know someone 

and generally being liked is quite simple: Ask questions.  

A study published last year in the Journal of Personality and 

Social Psychology analysed getting-to-know-you 

conversations, and found that “people who ask more 

questions, particularly follow-up questions, are better liked by 

their conversation partners.”Those follow-up questions, the 

study found, are especially helpful to increase how much we 

are liked because they show that we are listening sincerely 

and trying to show we care. 

If your daughter has difficulty connecting with peers, you 

could help her with the following social skills:  

 Eye contact: look others in the eye during conversations 

to show you are listening and paying attention, but don’t 

stare excessively. 

 Posture: sit or stand in a way that is appropriate for the 

situation. Some postures may create a poor impression 

upon others (e.g. slumped, turning away from the other 

person, or excessively rigid or upright). 

 Facial expressions communicate how we are feeling. Use 

sad or angry if appropriate. A lack of smiling may be seen 

as a sign of unfriendliness.  

 Voice quality: Tone and pitch, volume, rate and clarity are 

all important characteristics of speech. Generally a clear 

and expressive voice is best.  

 

Sue Hall 

Student Counsellor 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28447835


Careers and Pathways 
 

 

Farewell to the graduating Class of 2018.  May all your 
tomorrows be filled with success 

Important Dates 

 

Study Assist 
Students are encouraged to browse the following link as 
the website provides information to students 
about Australian Government assistance for financing of 
tertiary study.  There is very useful information on study 
loans, how one pays back those loans, scholarship 
opportunities, etc.  Visit Study Assist  

Tax File Number 
Year 12 students are reminded that they cannot enrol in a 
CSP (Commonwealth Supported Place) University course 
next year without a Tax File Number (TFN).  Students who 
do not have one are reminded to apply for a TFN online 
and have their identity verified through an interview at a 
participating Australia Post office.   

To apply and also to find out about participating Post 
Offices, visit TFN Application  

Change of Preference Dates and Contacts 
(COP) 2018: is available on the Pathways Knowledge 

Bank. 

 

Helen Aliaga 

Careers and Pathways 

VTAC Personal Statement Friday, 7 December 2018 

ATARs Released Friday, 14 December 2018 

Change of Preference 
(COP) closes 

Wednesday, 19 December 2018 

Main Round Domestic Wednesday, 16 January 2019 

Further Offer Rounds 
Monday, 4 February 2019  

onwards 

Student Leadership 
2019 Peer Support Leaders 
Applications for the 2019 Peer Support Leaders closed on 

Monday, 15 October 2018.  Over the next week, applications will 

be reviewed and successful applicants will be invited to attend 

the Peer Support Leaders Training day on Wednesday, 7 

November 2018 (the day after Melbourne Cup).  The Peer 

Support Program is an important part of the College’s transition 

program to welcome our newest members.  This role begins on 

Year 7 2019 Orientation Day and includes students running small 

workshops, mainly during Terms 1 and 2, to help the Year 7 

students settle into life at Ave.  We thank all Year 10 students 

who have applied for this role and wish them luck with their 

application. 

2019 Senior Student Leadership 
Following a rigorous application and interview process 20 

candidates from Year 11 delivered speeches to the College 

community in the hope of securing their vote to endorse them as 

a Senior Student Leader in 2019.   

Year 12 Final Assembly 
On Tuesday, 23 October 2018, at the final assembly for the Year 

12 cohort, we will have the opportunity to thank our outgoing 

leaders and officially introduce the 2019 Leadership Team. 

SCSA Achievements 
Congratulations to all students who have participated in SCSA 
competitions throughout 2018.  

The College is proud to announce some outstanding 
achievements that have taken place in recent events. 

 SCSA Netball –  2018 Division 2. 7 out of 7 teams making 
Grand Finals with 5 wins and 5 Best on Ground performances.  

 SCSA Table Tennis - 2018 Division 2 Junior Team Champions 

 SCSA Volleyball – 2018 Division 2 Junior C Team Champions 

 SCSA Softball  - 2018 Division 3 Junior Champions 

Yasmine Athaide and Vanessa D’Andrea  
College Co-Captains 

Rewards worth having are earned with  
hard work andcommitment.  

Nothing worth having comes easily, nor is it free! 

https://www.studyassist.gov.au/
http://auspost.com.au/travel-id/tax-file-number-applications.html
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/KnowledgeBanks/ViewKnowledgeBank.aspx?KnowledgeBank=10
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/KnowledgeBanks/ViewKnowledgeBank.aspx?KnowledgeBank=10


Helene Library 
The Helene Library was humbled to receive amazing support 

from students and staff in the “One Thousand Cranes” origami 

project we ran at the end of Term 2. Students across the whole 

school participated and a special mention to a group of Year 11 

students who excelled in this heart-warming project to grant a 

student wish. 

All Year 7 students folded cranes with Library staff, 

demonstrating goodwill and charity.  The colourful cranes were 

later presented to Kiara Bacak in Year 7. 

A special thank you to Susanna Stronach, Library Technician for 

her generosity of time and spirit to make this come together. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Pugliese 
Helene Library Team Leader 

Year 7 Footy Colour Day 
On Friday, 21 September 2018 was 'Footy Colours Day'.  The 

Year 7 students were fundraising to support  

“Operation Christmas Child”.  

Cupcakes in everyones favourite footy colours helped to 

raise money to put a smile on a child’s face this Christmas.  

The Health of all our Students is of Utmost Concern. 
One of our students is currently receiving medical treatment and a 

major concern is if she develops measles or chickenpox, she can  

become seriously ill. 

The College seeks your cooperation in preventing this possibility. 

If your daughter has or may have measles or chickenpox we ask that 

you do not send them to school during this time and you notify the 

College as soon as possible. 

Your understanding is greatly appreciated. 

 

ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY 

AWARDS  EVENING 

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2018 

Mrs S. Stronach, Sienna Marazita 7E, Tess Baxter 7B, Chelsea Atkins 7B, Kiara Bacak 7A, Mrs N. Bacak  



 

  

 

  

THANK YOU  TO ALL THOSE WHO PLAYED A PART 
IN A SUCCESSFUL ARTS FESTIVAL FOR 2018 


