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Prayer 
Loving God, in this time of final assessments may we have composure – to do our best or to help 
those we love to do their best. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Science: Mr Kristian Davies 

Health and PE: Mr Louis Tsui Po 

Humanities: Ms Tess Spalliera 

Technologies: Mr James Vella 

Co Curricular and House Leader: Mr Garry Whicker 

Digital Learning Leader: Ms Sharon Walsh 

Library Leader: Ms Laura Pugliese 

Horizons Leader: Ms Kate De Bolfo 

Performing Arts Leader: Miss Olivia Pearce 

Learning Enhancement Leader: 
Mrs Michelle Lawlor-McNamara 

Careers and Pathways: Ms Helen Aliaga 

College Counsellor: Mrs Sue Hall 

College Organiser: Mrs Leah Atkins 

Educator Hot List 
We are delighted to acknowledge 
Mrs Jess Hall, Teaching and 
Learning Leader, who has been 
recognised as an outstanding 
leader and influencer in education. 
As many within our community 
would attest, Jess is most deserving 
of this recognition. Listed amongst 
a very impressive line up of 53 
educators across Australia, Jess is 
acknowledged for her particular 
leadership strengths in change 
management and collaboration, 
along with a tenacious disposition 
for excellence. Jess is actively 
introducing management systems 
and practices which are enhancing 
the effectiveness of teaching and 
learning for all. Congratulations 
Jess!  

 

 

 

From the Principal 
Leading Learning 
The recently published Report entitled Through Growth to 
Achievement, a Review to Achieve Educational Excellence in 
Australian schools, recognised the complexity of the 
contemporary educational landscape. Increasingly, schools 
operate in systems with stretched resources, uncertain 
funding, reform fatigue, ever more demands placed on them to 
introduce this program or that initiative not to mention surveys 
and other administrative compliance. Great schools remain 
committed in the face of such imperatives to stay true to their 
core business - meeting the learning and growth needs of 
every student. As a Catholic College in the Franciscan tradition 
we are blessed with a worldview and educational philosophy 
which is viewed through the lens of faith. We believe that all 
learning and growth is inspired by our God given gift of life. 
Through our faith community and in relationships with each 
other, our students come to know who they are and what they 
are capable of now and into the future. We know that great 
teachers and leaders are critical to learning success. 

With this backdrop, the College has been pleased this year to 
develop a new Strategic Plan (2019 – 2022) and a new 
Leadership structure to drive the College forward over the 
coming years. Along with the construction of the Helene 
Province, Ave Maria College is certainly entering an exciting 
new phase. Further to an earlier newsletter outlining the 
College Executive appointments, I am pleased to announce the 
following specialised appointments in new and existing roles: 

Leadership Positions 
Year Level Leaders: 
Junior   Years 7 and 8: Mrs Joanne Thompson  

Middle  Years 9 and 10: Miss Melanie Zahra 

Senior  Years 11 and 12: Ms Tania Stangherlin  

Domain Leaders: 
English: Ms Monika Wagner 

Maths: Ms Dianne Lodge 

Religious Education: Mr Patrick Jurd 

LOTE: Mrs Marisa D’Astoli 

Arts: Mrs Cheryl Kerin 

Elizabeth Hanney 
Principal 

Educator Hot List 

https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/662684_tgta_accessible_final_0.pdf
https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/662684_tgta_accessible_final_0.pdf
https://au.res.keymedia.com/files/file/The%20Educator%204_04%20HotList%20PDF.pdf


 

 

  

 

Term 
Dates 
2018 

Term 1 -  Thursday, 1 February - Thursday, 29 March 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 17 April - Friday, 29 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 17 July - Friday, 21 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 9 October - Thursday, 6 December  

Term 
Dates 
2019 

Term 1 -   Friday, 1 February  - (Years 7 and 12 Students) 
   Monday, 4 February - Friday, 5 April 
Term 2 -  Tuesday, 28 April - Friday, 28 June 
Term 3 -  Tuesday, 16 July - Friday, 20 September 
Term 4 -  Tuesday, 8 October - Thursday, 5 December  

Teaching and Learning 
Leader 
Exam Revision 
The end of year examination period for students in Years 7-11 

is fast approaching, and with this in mind it’s crucial for 

students to begin their revision early. Examinations ask 

students to demonstrate how well they are able to recall and 

apply, under timed conditions, what they have learnt. For our 

Year 11 students this is their first opportunity to apply 

knowledge and skills learnt across the entire year with their 

examinations covering both Units 1 and 2. For our Year 7 

students this is their first opportunity to experience 

examination conditions and further refine their study 

techniques. 

An examination revision guide will be published on Knowledge 

Banks outlining details about the question types, revision 

resources and the allowable materials that students can take 

into the examination. Over the coming weeks Year Level 

Team Leaders as part of their Wellbeing Plans, and Subject 

Teachers will continue to support students in the development 

of efficient and effective study techniques. We are committed 

to concluding all other assessment 1 week prior to the 

commencement of examinations in order to facilitate 

structured revision during class time. This allows students to 

seek the help of their teachers and peers during this time.  I 

would also encourage students to attend Absolute Maximums 

and Home Study Club where further study support is offered. I 

wish students all the best over the coming weeks as they work 

to consolidate their knowledge and understanding.  

Booklists 
Once again books can be ordered through Campion in 

preparation for next year. Booklists will be distributed with 

subject confirmation to students in the middle of November. 

Book sales and distribution will be at Rosehill Secondary. A 

reminder we use Sustainable Schools to sell secondhand texts.  

A link can be found on the Parent Access Module and College 

Website.  

 

Jessica Hall 

Teaching and Learning Leader 

Heads of School 
Year 10-11 Examinations 
All Year 10 and 11 students have now received the timetable 

for the upcoming Semester 2 examinations.  The timetable 

can be accessed from the Student Forms and Communications 

Knowledge Bank on AveSpace. As previously published, these 

examinations run from Friday, 16 November 2018 through to 

Friday, 23 November 2018.  Students have also been emailed 

instructions and expectations for the examination period.  

Year 10 and 11 students will not have any scheduled classes 

during this time, and therefore are only required to be at 

school for their examinations. Over the next few weeks, class 

time will be spent finalising the last of the coursework  

assessments and then revising for the examinations.  Students 

should also be preparing for the examinations at home. 

2019 VCE Orientation 
Following the examination period, all Year 10 and 11 students 

will attend the 2019 VCE Orientation Program.  This will run 

from Monday, 26 November 2018, through to their last day, 

Wednesday, 5 December 2018.  The timetable for this  

program will be published next week. It is expected that  

students attending these classes will cover coursework for 

Units 1 and 3.  Every VCE class will also have holiday home-

work set, so it is important that students are present to have 

this explained. 

Family Holidays During School Terms 
As families begin planning travel and holidays for 2019, we 

remind parents of the College’s attendance expectations.  All 

students are expected to maintain a 90% minimum  

attendance.  Any absence must be accompanied by a medical  

certificate or statutory declaration.  Absences for family  

holidays are not deemed a valid reason for absence and as 

such detract from a student’s attendance percentage. We ask 

for parent support in avoiding taking additional holidays  

during the school term as this can have a negative effect on a 

student’s academic performance when large periods of class 

time are missed. Where it is unavoidable and a student will 

miss 5 days or more of school, an Extended Absence Form 

(available from the Student Forms and Communications 

Knowledge Bank), must be submitted with at least 1 months 

notice.  

Claude Ferrarese Head of School Years 7-9 
Jo Hammer   Head of School Years 10-12 ACADEMIC AND COMMUNITY 

AWARDS  EVENING 

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER 2018 

https://order.campion.com.au/#homeView
http://www.rosehillsc.vic.edu.au/
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
https://pam.avemaria.vic.edu.au/Login/Default.aspx
https://avemaria.vic.edu.au/community/sustainable-school-shop/
https://avemaria.vic.edu.au/community/sustainable-school-shop/
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/KnowledgeBanks/ViewKnowledgeBank.aspx?KnowledgeBank=6
https://simon.avemaria.vic.edu.au/WebModules/KnowledgeBanks/ViewKnowledgeBank.aspx?KnowledgeBank=6


 

 

  Important Dates 2018 Dates 
Wednesday, 31 October - Wednesday, 21 November       VCAA Examination Period 
Wednesday, 31 October– Friday, 2 November                     Year 10 Outdoor Education Camp 
Monday, 5 November                                                                      Mid - Term Break (College Closed) 
Tuesday, 6 November                                                                     Melbourne Cup – Day Public Holiday 
Friday, 16 November - Friday, 23 November                         Year 10 and Year 11 Examinations 
Friday, 23 November                                                                        Year 7 - 2019 Orientation Day (Student Free Day for Year 7 Students only) 
Monday, 26 November                                                                    VCE 2019 Orientation Commences, Year 7 – 9 End of Year Program Commences 
Thursday, 29 November                                                                  Year 12 (2019) Parent Information Night 

Faith and Religious 
Education 
Year 12 Graduation Mass  
The Mass was celebrated by College Chaplin Fr John Hannon at 

his Parish church, St Therese’s in Essendon. It was a wonderful 

celebration enhanced by Fr John’s homily and the different 

thoughtful touches such as the way he included the students in 

the liturgy and used a story to encourage the students to take 

their own path in life. The Mass was also enhanced by the 

musical talents of Mr Christopher McLeod and Vox Pop 

students who led the singing. Our College Captains, Yasmine 

and Vanessa, thanked everyone who helped make the Mass a 

success and ably summarised the year for the ‘Class of 2018’. 

Year 8 Faith Formation Day 
On Tuesday, 30 October 2018 the Year 8 cohort  held their Faith 

Formation Day. During the day, Year 8 students participated in 

numerous activities, such as finding the essential needs for the 

Asylum Seekers and Refugees, based on a story of a 12 year old 

girl. We heard from 2 guest speakers, Aran, a refugee and 

Angelica, a volunteer, who told us their stories and shared 

evidence on why we should be helping refugees. At the 

conclusion of the day, we presented Rosie from Asylum Seeker 

Resource Centre with 25 boxes filled with donations of food and 

toiletries and a cheque for $907.25.  Rosie was very grateful and 

told us that the donations would be used immediately. Overall 

we had a wonderful learning day, where we acquired more 

knowledge about asylum seekers, so we can continue to assist 

throughout our community.  

Ella-Grace Arnold 8E and Holly-Rose Te Maro Bogusz 8D 
 
 

Patrick Jurd 

Director of Faith and Religious Education 

Student Counsellor 
Words of Wisdom 

We often hear people say “If only I knew then, what I know 

now.” Reflecting on some of life’s challenges and how we 

overcame adversity can provide a sense of achievement and 

wisdom. Many of life’s lessons are best learned first-hand. 

This is how we develop empathy, compassion and resilience.  

It can also be helpful to learn through other people sharing 

their experiences. And this is exactly what was offered to Year 

7 students during the Mentor Period on Wednesday, 17 

October 2018: the opportunity to hear stories and get advice 

from older students.   

One of the things I have gleaned from Year 7 students is that 

they think adults are “out of touch” and do not understand 

the issues they are dealing with. With this in mind, a session 

was arranged for some of the Year 11 students to share their 

most challenging Year 7 experiences with the 2018 cohort.  

After a short introduction to the session, students were 

placed into discussion groups, each with 2 Year 11 students. 

Discussion topics included: 

 Academic Achievement: Establishing a good study 

routine, study tips and how to prepare for exams.  

 Peer Pressure: How to deal with pressure to act in a way 

that is not consistent with your values. What is the “cool” 

group anyway? 

 Social Media: Tips for staying safe online. 

 Family Relationships: Becoming more independent and 

less reliant on parents. Negotiating school-related issues 

with parents. 

 Socializing: Friendship problems. What to do if you are 
not invited to a party or weekend get-together. 

Sue Hall 
Student Counsellor 

Left to Right Rosie from ASRC with Charlize Iaconis, Kate Stephens, Holly-Rose Te Maro-Bogusz,  

Ella-Grace Arnold, Bianca Sweeney and Chloe Vasiliadis 



Careers and Pathways 
Dates to Diarise 

 
 

Accessing VCE Results  
VCE Study Scores, ATAR and VTAC Scaled Study Scores 
will be available to students via the Results and ATAR 
website and the Results and ATAR application in 
December. 

Students will receive a statement of VCE Study Scores 
from VCAA, and those who applied for courses through 
VTAC this year and have paid their VTAC processing fees 
will be sent an ATAR statement in the mail. 

Students who wish to receive their results online, will 
need to register before results are released.    

Registrations are already open and students are 
encouraged to register soon.  To register, students need 
their VCAA student number and will be requested to 
choose a secure password on registering. 

Free TAFE for priority Courses: From 1 January 2019, 
Free TAFE for Priority Courses covers tuition fees for 
priority courses for students who are eligible for 
government-subsidised training. This includes: 

 30 priority non apprenticeship courses 

 20 Victorian apprenticeship pathway courses 
(sometimes called pre apprenticeships) 

 

Helen Aliaga 

Careers and Pathways 

 

VTAC Personal  

Statement 
Friday, 7 December 2018 

ATARs Released Friday, 14 December 2018 

Change of Preference 

(COP) closes 
Wednesday, 19 December 2018 

Main Round Domestic 

Offers 
Wednesday, 16 January 2019 

Further Offer Rounds 
Monday, 4 February 2019  

onwards 

Goodbye and Good Luck 
Class of 2018 

On Tuesday, 23 October 2018 the Class of 2018 celebrated their 

final days at the College in their usual upbeat and fun-loving way. 

They invited the school community to their ‘Night at the Movies’ 

cabaret performance, entertaining us all with their dancing skills 

and costume designs. They then farewelled the College staff by 

hosting a ‘Thank-you Lunch’ where they presented their teachers 

with a token of appreciation for all their hard work.  

Students finished their official school day with a special candle 

Liturgy and Whole School Assembly, where there was barely a dry 

Year 12 eye in the house.  

The Graduation celebrations took place the following night with a 

Mass and then dinner at Flemington Racecourse where staff, 

students and families joined together to celebrate such a 

successful year. 

Special congratulations to  Maddison Cottle for receiving the 

Board of Governance Award, and Corrina Merolli for delivering a 

wonderful Valedictorian Speech.  

As another Year 12 cohort departs I would like to extend my 
personal congratulations to the amazing ‘Class of 2018’ for all their 
hard work and perseverance throughout the year. 
 
Tania Stangherlin  
Year 12 Team Leader 

 

 

https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm
https://www.vic.gov.au/freetafe/free-tafe.html


 

  

 

The Ave Maria College 2019 Year 12 Student Leadership 

Team consists of two College Captains, two Faith and Social 

Justice Captains, two Academic Captains, and two House 

Captains for each of our four Houses - Clare, Francis, Helene 

and Mary. 

Senior Student Leadership is a vitally important part of the 
leadership of the College. As leaders of their peers, the 

Senior Student Leadership Team has an important role in 
motivating others, initiating programs, and providing a 
conduit for student voice. A rigorous selection process 
occurs which involves applications, interviews and speeches. 
 
Ave Maria College congratulates the 2019 Senior Student 
Leadership Team. 

2019 Senior Student Leadership Team 

College Captains Faith and Social Justice Captains Academic Captains 

House Captains 

Natalie Cierpisz  11A 

Resurrection House 

 (Essendon)  

Eliza Gollant  11E 

St Therese’s  

(Essendon) 

Aristea Havelas  11A 

Keilor Views Primary 

Chloe Dalla-Fontana  11c 

St Augustine's  

(Keilor) 

Madeline Saxton  11B 

Our Lady of the Nativity  

(Aberfeldie) 

Sarah Addinsall  11A 

St Vincent de Paul's 
(Strathmore) 

Genevieve Iudica  11E 

Our Lady of the Nativity 
(Aberfeldie) 

Mia Salvador  11B 

St Monica's  (Moonee Ponds) 

Aleshia Torcia  11C 

St Brigid's  (Gisborne) 

Sarah Giuffre-Fittipaldi  11C 

St Therese's  (Essendon) 

Hannah Shaw  11D 

Our Lady of the Nativity  (Aberfeldie) 

 
‘ I am delighted to be leading the 'Ave Army' through an 

exciting and successful year, bring on 2019!’ Eliza Gollant 

‘I’m very excited to use this platform to empower the young 

women of Ave, and to motivate them to reach excellence, to 

surpass their own and others’ expectations.’ Natalie Cierpisz 

Giuliana Lombardi  11C 

Our Lady of the Nativity 

(Aberfeldie) 

Chelsea Reid  11B 

Our Lady of the Nativity 
(Aberfeldie) 

Hannah Portelli  11A 

Our Lady of the Nativity 

(Aberfeldie) 


