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Welcome to the fourth edition in our Women of Ave series. These 
publications have been very popular with staff, students - past and 
present, and with members of the broader community. We are 
delighted to share with you the stories of the fine women of Ave 
Maria College.

Connecting with our alumnae is the motivation for the compilation 
of stories, memories and current College events contained within 
the Women of Ave. We enjoy hearing the life journey of those 
members of our community who have pursued their dreams, served 
their community and in so many differing ways, lived life to the full, 
striving for truth, through love.

In this edition the spotlight is on one such Woman of Ave,  
Narelle Sharpe (Class of 1990), current Mayor of Moonee Valley City 
Council. A strong advocate for Ave Maria College, we thank  
Narelle for the many ways she continues to live the benefits  
of her education.

We are very pleased to be sharing the memories of two special 
contributors, Sister Heather Weadon and Sister Kerry Scanlon.

Their Franciscan story of service in and through the community is a 
wonderful example of faith, hope and joy in our world.

Into the present, we are proud to launch Ave Connect- a new 
online networking and mentoring platform for all past students and 
staff of Ave. We also share with you a sampling of current events 
giving this year a unique and exciting flavour. Such great learning 
opportunities for our young women! We hope you enjoy connecting 
with past and present stories and invite you to contribute your own: 
Megan McKay ( Class of 1991), Where is she now?

Finally, those Women of Ave who graduated in the years 2014, 
2009, 1999, 1989, 1979 and 1969. Make sure you save the date for 
Back to Ave Day on Sunday, 4 August 2019. Join us on a tour of the 
newly completed Helene Province!

Mrs Elizabeth Hanney
Principal

MESSAGE
from the PrincipalP (03) 9331 9300

E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au
www.avemaria.vic.edu.au



USA 2019
I.D.E.A.L Tour
On 31 March 2019, 32 students and 5 staff headed off to the United 
States of America on the learning adventure of a lifetime. Visiting 5 
states (6 cities) in 16 days was an ambitious itinerary, but we were 
up for the challenge. I.D.E.A.L stands for Innovation, Design and 
Enterprise Applied Learning, and this tour was jam packed with 
opportunities to witness this first hand. 

Our tour took us to Los Angeles and San Francisco, Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia and Washington DC. Each city provided a range 
of learning opportunities covering the visual and performing arts, 
commerce, history, sciences, sport, religious education, technology, 
media and communication. In almost every city the students also 
had the opportunity to visit well known Colleges, such as Harvard, 
MIT, Penn and Georgetown.

In addition to the many learning activities, including workshops 
at the MIT Museum (Boston) and exploring the Franklin Institute 
(Philadelphia), Newseum (Washington DC) and Exploratorium (San 
Francisco), each tour participant designed a research project that 

combined the skills and knowledge from at least two of their current 
subjects, with one or more cities or activities in the itinerary. Student 
projects covered everything from the physics of bridges and 
rollercoasters, to the effectiveness of billboards in Times Square, 
to comparisons between healthy food options across states and 
countries. 

One of the great aspects of this tour is the student responsibility 
and personal accountability. Working in small groups, each city was 
steered by a small team, who were responsible for navigating the 
various transport systems. Along with the academic learning, the 
I.D.E.A.L tour provided many opportunities for personal learning 
and development. Seeing students across Years 10-12 form new 
friendships and working collaboratively was a genuine highlight. 
The tour was a wonderful experience with both staff and students 
creating memories and friendships to last a lifetime.

Ms Jo Hammer and Mrs Jessica Hall
I.D.E.A.L Tour Coordinators
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SISTER HEATHER 
WEEDON
FMM and Ave Maria 
College Board Member 

At what age did you 
join the FMMs? I was 
20. I had worked as a 
shorthand typist for 3 ½ 
years.

What prompted you 
to this path of work? It 
was a sense of a call to 
give my life to God.

Why the FMMs? I was given the book “Valiant Women” to read. I 
was fascinated with Helene de Chappotin and the women with her - 
their utter selflessness and commitment to better the lives of others, 
particularly women and children.

Tell us about some of your work as an FMM? My time as an FMM 
has been in a number of places and roles. I was firstly a farmhand 
and cook, then I studied nursing. I did general and midwifery 
nursing which gave me the privilege of an entry into women’s lives, 
especially at very significant and often dangerous times. I served 
in Australia, Papua New Guinea and Colombia. Being able to 
save people’s lives, and prevent serious conditions is an amazing 
blessing.

When my back became seriously damaged and I could no longer 
work as a nurse, I studied Theology. My favourite subject was and 
remains the Gospels.

What do you love most about your work? Being welcomed into 
people’s lives at significant times in their lives; births, deaths, deep 
grief…..

In your opinion, how has the role of a missionary evolved over 
the decades? If so how? In Helene’s time missionaries were seen 
as spreading Catholicism, not just Christianity. Today there is a 
recognition of the work of the Holy Spirit in all people and religions. 
While it was the practice of many missionaries to try to get others 
to change their religion to Catholicism, Helene forbad that, saying 
that others would be attracted to Christianity by the way they serve 
them. Today every baptised person has the responsibility to spread 
the love of God to others. It is a matter of working together, each 
with our own God-given gifts and role whether as a single, parent, 
medic, teacher, etc.

What do you see as the future of the FMM’s work? For today and 
the future I see our mission as Helene gave us the example: never 
see a need without trying to help, whoever and wherever it may be.

What involvement have you had with Ave Maria College over 
your career? When I returned to Melbourne I was invited by Mr 
Patrick Jurd to share my Franciscan spirituality at the College.  
Then Mrs Elizabeth Hanney invited me to become a member  
of the College Board, which was a great privilege.
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The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary (FMMs) were founded in British India in 1877. 
Today the order is one of the largest religious institutes in the Catholic Church with 
over 5,500 members and serving in 74 countries. The FMMs were evangelists for 
the education of young women in the Essendon area in the late 1950s. In 1957 they 
established Ave Maria Kindergarten and one year later Our Lady of Nativity Primary 
School. In 1963 the doors of Ave Maria College were opened.

The FMMs managed the College for 15 years after which time they gifted the school 
to the Archbishop of Melbourne and it became a Diocesan school. The College has 
been managed by lay leadership since this time.

The FMM sisters remain firm friends of the College. The College cherishes the 
Franciscan value of peace, justice, care for creation and dignity for all. The Franciscan 
charism in which Ave Maria College was founded remains a source of inspiration for 
each new generation of students.

We talk to two Sisters about their role and personal FMM journey. 

FRIENDS OF the College
FEATURE STORY

Image: Helene de Chappotin Sculpture
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How do you see Helene’s spirit alive 
at Ave Maria today? All of the staff and 
students inspire me in their constant prayer 
and reflection on the spirit of St Francis and 
Helene, living out their faith within Ave. 

The commitment to others through not 
only raising funds for others but going 
out to those most needy. The outreach 
beyond the College and community is very 
impressive. This is what Helene tried to do.

Do you have any personal hobbies or 
interests? Since I was a child I have always 
loved dancing as a hobby. Before entering I 
taught ballroom dancing – modern, old-time 
and Latin American. But my great love is still 
the study of the Gospels.

Any final messages or comments? I have 
found my involvement with Ave among the 
most meaningful times of my life.

Why the FMMs? Mother Mary of the 
Passion our foundress, had a profound 
effect on me when I grew to know her. 
Her life and the FMM Institute are a major 
part of why I remain a Franciscan religious 
woman to this day. She is the first foundress 
of a women’s congregation specifically 
dedicated to universal mission and many of 
her inspirations and initiatives are now seen 
to have been prophetic. 

Tell us about some of your work as an 
FMM. As a high school teacher I taught 
in both formal and informal settings in 
Australia, Papua New Guinea and South 
Africa. As far as my FMM life goes, I regard 
it as a privilege and I thank God very much 
for the opportunity to have lived happily 
as a missionary in the Republic of South 
Africa from February 1985 until November 
2007. My time in South Africa was a very 
meaningful one in my FMM life; the FMM in 
South Africa are a small group, living very 
simply our Franciscan, Eucharistic, Marian, 
missionary charism. 

What do you love most about your FMM 
life? I feel very much at home as an FMM, 
as our way of life allows for lots of flexibility, 
initiative and creativity. I have been able to 
fulfil my duties throughout my FMM life as 
well as having ample opportunity to express 
my gifts and experience real Christian faith 
and joy as an Australian woman. And that 
has been true for 43 years, whether in 
Australia, Papua New Guinea, USA, South 
Africa and now Italy. Of course, this kind of 
life is not for everyone! But I have to say I 
am happy and fulfilled.

In your opinion, has the role of the 
missionary evolved over the decades? 
If so, how? Today missionary work is no 
longer concentrated on doing works of 
mercy like education and health care- these 
are still vitally necessary, but should rightly 
be taken over by legitimate governments 
and also by NGOs and charitable groups, 
whatever the religious and political 
persuasion. 

Church missionary work today has moved 
towards working for justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. 

What do you see as the future of the 
FMM’s work? Mary of the Passion, our 
foundress, said that we are to do any work 
that a woman can do and that we must live 

by the work of our hands. So, around the 
world, FMMs of all nationalities are studying 
and receiving professional preparation 
to fulfil their roles as missionaries in both 
religious and secular work.

What involvement, if any, have you had 
with Ave Maria College over the years? I 
was one of 6 young women based at Ave 
Maria, Vida Street Essendon for two years 
in 1976 as we did our novitiate training. 
Sr Helen Kennedy was the Directress 
of Novices. I entered with a Burmese 
migrant, two Queenslanders, a nurse from 
Narrandera NSW and another Melbournian. 
We attended Mass at the Our Lady of the 
Nativity Parish and were involved with the 
Youth Group and choir. Fr Coughlin was the 
Parish Priest and Mrs Pat Hunter was our 
cook, housekeeper and generally a warm 
mother-figure. The FMMs departed from 
the Ramsay house and the schools just as I 
finished my novitiate.

Tell us about your role in Rome. How long 
have you been there? I was sent to the 
General History Office in Rome, arriving on 
7 March 2013. The main role of the office 
is to help each Province write the history 
of their area. A large part of our work here 
is hospitality: welcoming groups of our 
own sisters who come here for 6-week 
pilgrimage sessions in the Footsteps of 
Mary of the Passion and St Francis of Assisi, 
also other visitors to Rome who are housed 
with us. 

Do you have any personal hobbies or 
interests? My main hobby throughout life 
has been reading (English) and my favourite 
genre is biography. However, I recommend 
reading to anyone; within reason, it does 
not matter what you read, just read a lot to 
get a taste for it. 

Any final messages or comments? I have 
had the chance to flip through two copies 
of ‘Women of Ave’ and the ‘Ave Maria 
College Magazine 2018’. Ave Maria is a 
wonderful college with a fine tradition, 
excellent staff and facilities and a fortunate 
student body. These are all God-given 
resources which no one must take for 
granted. Pursue your education, follow your 
dreams and become the best Christian 
woman you can. Then you will be happy!

SISTER KERRY SCANLON
FMM, Rome Italy 

At what age did you join the FMMs? I was 
25 when I became a pre-novice with the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary at Point 
Piper, Sydney, in January 1976.

What prompted you to this path?  
I had often thought about joining the 
religious life, and especially a missionary 
congregation. As I left high school, in the 
aftermath of Vatican Council II, religious life 
was in a state of flux and many people were 
departing from religious orders so I decided 
to put off the decision and to train as a high 
school teacher in order to make a better 
decision when I was more mature.
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MOONEE  
VALLEY’S

Youngest  
Female  
Mayor

ALUMNAE FEATURE STORY

Narelle Sharpe graduated 
from Ave Maria College in 
1990. After six months at 
university Narelle decided 
tertiary studies weren’t 
for her, so entered the 
workforce. Today Narelle 
is the Mayor of Moonee 
Valley. She is first third- time 
Mayor elected in the council 
and is proudly the city’s 
youngest female mayor. We 
talk to Narelle (aka Nazza) 
about her time at Ave.



MEGAN MCKAY
Graduating Year: 1991

Favourite Subject (at AMC): My favourite 
subject was Italian - I did it up to Year 12 
and still use it with Italian speaking clients I 
deal with. It meant I was easily able to travel 
round Italy by myself for six weeks.

Post Ave studies: After finishing Year 12 I 
studied Physiotherapy at Latrobe University 
and have worked as an Inpatient Rehab 
Physiotherapist. I also did some study in 
Screenwriting at RMIT which led me to 
starting Stand-Up comedy.

Occupation: Care Coordinator at RMH, 
arranging services and follow up therapy 
for people after they’ve gone home from 
hospital and Stand-up Comedian. 

Career Highlight: My highlight so far would 
be doing my first solo festival show at the 
Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
and I’m presently working on my third show.

Lives in: Melbourne

Hobbies: Aside from stand-up, I love 
overseas travel and have a comedy travel 
blog www.jarrodwouldyougothere.com 

Fondest AMC Memory: My fondest AMC 
memory is the friends that I made there. We 
are still in touch today and catch up a few 
times a year.

Best advice to your younger self: My best 
advice to my younger self would be to listen 
to your inner voice about what you enjoy 
most and follow that. I had an aptitude for 
maths and science and I was encouraged by 
others to follow that into a career in science. 
I don’t regret that but writing was always the 
thing I loved and I’ve found a way to come 
back to that now.

If you’re a past student of Ave and would like to share your story please email 
alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au.

Narelle, you were at Ave in the 1990s. 
Favourite subjects and teacher? Legal 
Studies and Chemistry. Mrs Dowling.

Fondest memory of Ave? The friends I 
made and still keep in contact with today.

Growing up did you have any career 
aspirations? I wanted to get into the legal 
field. I am a Graduate of the Australian 
Company Directors and hold a Diploma  
in Accounting.

After a rocky start at university, you are 
today the youngest female Mayor of 
Moonee Valley council. How did you find 
the path to here? I have had a few different 
career paths and occupations. My first job 
was in the insurance industry. After working 
in the city for a number of years I decided 
that I wanted to work closer to home. 
So I started working locally as a Finance 
Manager for a small/medium business. I am 
now running my own small business.

Tell us about your role as Mayor of 
Moonee Valley Council. After living in 
Moonee Valley my whole life, I decided 
that I wanted to be more involved in the 
community and the decisions made by 
Council. I was elected to Council in 2008 
and am incredibly proud that I am the 
first third- time Mayor elected in Moonee 
Valley. I am also the city’s youngest female 
mayor. In my childhood, I never dreamed 
that I would be representing the area in 
which I grew up, so I often pinch myself! 
When chatting to school children that 
visit Council to learn about the role of 
Local Government, I always mention that 
someday they might be Mayor and the kids 
love it. 

Moonee Valley is like no other place - we are 
close to the city, the airport, the showgrounds 
and two racecourses. It’s a wonderful area 
to live, work and study. I really enjoy my role 
on Council and representing our residents. 
It’s a very busy role and I have to be across 
a wide range of different topics. I can go 
from a meeting regarding our road network, 
to IT issues, parks and gardens, corporate 
governance and resident meetings. As Mayor, 
I am expected to know about all issues at all 
times. It can be very demanding, but I enjoy 
every minute.

What advice do you give to current Ave 
students are they think about their future 
and careers? Take every opportunity that 
comes your way because you really don’t 
know where it will take you. Your career path 
may change over time and that’s not a bad 
thing. Do what is right for you.

Hobbies: I don’t have much time for hobbies, 
but I do enjoy walking along the banks of the 
Maribyrnong and keeping fit.

Best advice to your younger self: Be strong

Thank you for your time Narelle.

WHERE ARE
they now?
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IN 2019
New Subjects
Design Thinking is a Year 10 a problem solving subject where students use a 
specific system to develop solutions. The semester long subject explores the 
obstacles around creating a micro-business and testing solutions by running a 
coffee cart at the College. This term saw the launch of Barista Sistas. Through 
problem solving, collaboration and creative thinking the girls developed strategies 
for organising, marketing and finally actually running the cart, honing their public 
relations and coffee making skills. As an added bonus, all students gained a Level 
One Barista Certification.

This year we also saw the introduction of Allied Health, a subject facilitated by the 
Australian Catholic University College (ACU). This course provides students with the 
knowledge and skills that will enhance their employment prospects in the Health 
industry. These qualifications cover workers who provide assistance to allied health 
professionals and other health professionals with the care of clients. As a VET 
study students work through units of competencies that explore both the theory 
behind health and the building of practical skills to assist in the care of patients.

A key aspect of this course is structured workplace learning. Students are required 
to complete 80 hours of workplace learning within the Allied Health industry, 
usually occurring during the school holiday period. 

If you are in the position to support one or more of our students for their work 
placement please contact the College.

Deputy Principal Students, 
Learning Culture and Growth

ANGELA TORELLI
Deputy Principal Staff, 
Learning and Teaching

MICHELLE ROBERTSON

Director of Student Wellbeing

NATALIE MEDDIS
Domain Leader IT and 

Technology

JAMES VELLA

Domain Leader Science

KRISTIAN DAVIES
Student Services Officer

RITA LENTINI

Maths/Science Teacher

JACQUELINE CULLIE
Administration Assistant to 
Year Level Middle Leaders

SIMONE MARUZZI

Learning Enhancement  
Team

BIANCA KLINE
Learning Enhancement  

Team

SARAH ZIINO 
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BRINGING IN THE NEW
NEW STAFF IN 2019
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ROTARY YOUTH PROGRAM

Earlier this year, Year 11 students Chloe McMahon 
and Claudia Fox participated in the Rotary Youth 
Program of Enrichment (RYPEN) program. The 
two were selected from the youth of Moonee 
Valley to attend the weekend long leadership 

camp for young people. RYPEN provides valuable experiences for young 
people focusing on communication, public speaking, problem solving and social 
experiences to assist participants in forming their own values and moral standards.

From Friday, 29th March until Sunday, 31st 
March, we travelled to Lancefield to participate 
in the RYPEN Leadership camp. About 40 
students from all around Victoria attended, 
each with different interests and individual 
qualities. Over the weekend, we participated 
in a range of activities, from outdoor team-
building activities such as the flying fox and 
sports, to indoor sessions in which we learnt 
about what it means to be a leader and how to 
effectively work and communicate in a group. 
The group sing-a-longs at night truly captured 
the friendships that we made with the other 
boys and girls. Throughout the camp, we 
learnt many important lessons and took many 
valuable sentiments home with us. In terms of 
leadership, we learnt that everyone is capable 
of taking initiative and displaying qualities of a 
leader, despite having an official badge or title. 
We learnt about taking proper care of ourselves 
and our health, and how to balance school and 
social life effectively so that we are the best 
young people that we can be. All in all, RYPEN 
camp was a very valuable experience and we 
have gained many new insights and built strong 
friendships that we will carry through with us 
now that we are back home. 

Claudia Fox and Chloe McMahon (Year 11)

AVE STUDENTS EXPERIENCE

Rotary Leadership



On Friday, 1 March 2019 Ave Maria College came together to celebrate the annual 
House Swimming Carnival. Around 500 students braved the unseasonably hot first day 
of Autumn, which was scaled back to be a half day event at the recently renovated Oak 
Park Leisure Centre. 

We applaud all those who participated 
in a swimming event and or a novelty 
game. A special mention to Year 7 student 
Chiara Hutchinson who won the 50m Ave 
(Freestyle) Sprint racing against students 
from all Year Levels. This year’s Carnival 
was won overall by Francis House. 

HOUSE SCORE BOARD
First place Francis 559
Second place Helene 522
Third place Clare  359
Fourth place Mary  308

YEAR LEVEL CHAMPIONS
Year 12  Hannah Shaw
Year 11  Karsha Pereira
Year 10  Madeline Langenbacher
Year 9  Emily Bock
Year 8  Georgia Miles
Year 7  Chiara Hutchinson
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CARNIVAL
House Swimming



CONNECTING AVE ALUMNAE

INTRODUCING
Ave Connect

Who can join? 
We welcome all past students and staff of Ave Maria College Alumnae to stay connected via Ave Connect. 

How do I join?
Alumnae are invited to visit Ave Connect via www.aveconnect.org. 

You can register either through an existing Facebook or Linked In account. Alternatively you can register with an email address. Once 
registered Ave Connect will prompt you through a series of questions capturing further information on your post Ave studies and career.

What is Ave Connect?
Ave Connect is a members-only online community which will allow Ave 
Alumnae to connect with each other and the College, to develop meaningful 
mentoring and networking relationships across the globe.
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WHY SHOULD I JOIN?

Volunteer for guest speaker 
opportunities at the College

past students

Keep informed on what is happening within 
the Ave community - past and present

Connect with Ave Alumnae in your 

Mentor current students or seek out an 
Alumna to mentor you
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Mission Action Day (MAD) is an annual fundraising event held by Ave Maria College for  
our sister school St Maria Mazzarello in Venilale, Timor-Leste. Around 800 students took 
part in the walkathon event around the Maribyrnong River on Friday, 22 March 2019.  
MAD demonstrates our student’s commitment to modelling the principles of Catholic  
social teaching such as dignity, helping the poor and solidarity.

St Maria Mazzarello is a girls’ school that educates young women to obtain jobs in 
hospitality and the growing tourist industry in Timor-Leste. In addition to MAD, the College’s 
annual Immersion Trip aims to aid the Venilale student’s English skills and employability. 
In a developing country the education of women is the most significant factor to help the 
country’s development. 

The money raised from MAD helps improve facilities and employ more teachers so more 
girls can be educated. Donations are also helping in the university education of those who 
will come back to Venilale to teach English. 

ACTION DAY
Mission

As part of Ave Maria College’s Senior 
Student Leadership Team’s ‘12 Months of 
Empowerment’ initiative they held a hugely 
successful fundraiser to coincide with MAD. 
With the professional assistance of Hair by 
Liz, Year 12 students Hannah Portelli, Hannah 
Shaw and Natalie Cierpisz donated over 20 
cms of their hair to Sustainable Wigs. The 
girl’s initative raised $2485. 

Well done girls.
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Ms Laura Pugliese, Ms Deb Horbec and I were fortunate to participate in a Franciscan-
led pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi in April 2019. Our pilgrimage began in Rome, visiting 
the Vatican, other churches of Franciscan interest and the FMM sisters. We were met 
by Sister Narelle Skeers FMM who is an Aussie and General Councillor. After being 
introduced at lunch, several FMM sisters from around the world, whom we had never 
previously met, greeted us warmly which was very touching.

Leaving Rome, we travelled via Greccio where St Francis re-enacted the birth of Jesus 
and gave rise to the tradition of nativity scenes (crib or crèche). Arriving in Assisi was 
wonderful and many of were transfixed by the view over the valley. During the following 
week, we visited the churches that contain the tombs of St Clare and St Francis, as well 
as St Mary of the Angels arguably the birthplace of the Franciscans, the church of San 
Damiano so connected with Francis and Clare as well as Francis’ mountain-top retreats, 
the Carceri and La Verna.

Patrick Jurd 
Director of Faith and Religious Education

Assisi
PILGRIMAGE

This place is so beautiful
So peaceful
I needed this
More than I could say

As I get ready to leave
I want to cram in
Every last piece of peace
I can

But I am so grateful for this opportunity
To slow down
And imbibe
The unique combination
Of sun and clouds
Birds and trees
And natural beauty
Whose endpoint is peace
That is Assisi

(Left to Right) Ms Deb Horbec, Mr Patrick Jurd, Ms Laura Pugliese and St Narelle Skeers (FMM)



16

AVE Achievements
Student Excellence in Art 

Several Ave students have had their work 
shortlisted and selected as part of the 
VCAA’s coveted Season of Excellence. 
Shortlist awards goes to:

Top Design: Media Lia Chiarilli

Top Designs: Product Design & Technology 
Nina Kotowskyj

Top Art: (Studio Arts) Livana Raczynski and 
Natalie Cierpisz

Very special congratulations go to Natalie 
Cierpisz whose folio work will be on display 
at the TOP ARTS 2019 Exhibition at The Ian 
Potter Centre: NGV from 22 March – 14 July. 

Lia Chiarilli’s Media magazine layout will 
be exhibited as part of Top Designs at the 
Melbourne Museum from 30 March – 14 July. 

We also congratulate Isabella Ellul who was selected to perform her solo work from 2018 
in this year’s Top Class Dance Program.

Model United Nations Assembly  
(MUNA) 2019 

Ruby’s Success in International Judo

Congratulations to Michelle Shaaya 
and Mia Ranalletta for representing 
Iraq and Ave Maria College so well 
at MUNA. Sponsored by Essendon 
North Rotary both students showed 
brilliant skills in debating, critical 
thinking and learnt a great deal 
about global issues.

Congratulations Ruby Gojevic, 
Year 8 who competed in the 
ACT International Open Judo 
Championships in Canberra in 
February. Ruby achieved 3rd in 
the Senior Girls - 57 kg division. 
In March Ruby was awarded 1st in 
the Senior Girls U57kg category at 
the JVI Inaugural Competition in 
Broadmeadows.

SCSA Competition

SCSA SWIMMING A terrific effort by our Division 
2 SCSA Swimming team on Thursday, 21 March 2019. 
One of the smaller Ave Swimming teams in recent 
years, but one of our better performances. The Junior 
team won their category, and Ave placed 4th overall. 
Special mention to Sophy Barnes from Year 7 who 
placed 2nd in the Junior Diving. 

SCSA TENNIS In March the College competed 

in the 2019 SCSA Tennis Competition in Boroondara. 
Competing in all 3 categories of Junior, Intermediate 
and Senior all teams played outstandingly with the 
former two teams making it to the semi-finals. Our 
Senior Team were crowned 2019 SCSA Champions. 
Special mention to Chanel McKay, Year 11 who won all 
7 singles games convincingly and was named Best 
Senior Player of the day.
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Welcome Social Evening

Year 7 Camp

Thank you to all the parents who 
joined us for the Social Evening 
held at the Boathouse Café in 
Moonee Ponds. The balmy evening 
saw around 60 people gather for a 
relaxed catch up and drink. 

Camp Marysville was a wonderful 
experience where many new friendships 
were formed. Students were given the 
opportunity to step outside of their comfort 
zone and try new activities.

NEWS & Events
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What inspired you to become a teacher? 
I loved History and English when I was at 
school and was really sad that, if I became 
a teacher, I’d have to choose between 
them. Then when I was in Year 9, my Year 
7 History teacher turned up to teach us 
English and it finally dawned on me that I 
could actually do both- yay! My path was set 
right then.

What is your favourite aspect of being a 
teacher? I really enjoy watching ‘the penny 
drop’ when students make connections 
between ideas for the first time. I especially 
love teaching Shakespeare. Initially the girls 
all think it is impossible to read and I am 
translating every word but around a third of 
the way in to the text they get the hang of 
it. It is a revelation to them that it really is in 
English and that they can understand a lot 
of it by themselves.

Kate, you’re teaching Design Thinking in 
2019. What can students expect to take 
away from the newly introduced subject? 
Design Thinking is a problem solving 
semester long subject where students use 
a specific system to develop solutions. We 
look at all the problems around creating 
a micro-business and then get to test our 
solutions by running a coffee cart. This term 
saw the launch of Barista Sistas. Through 
problem solving, collaboration and creative 
thinking the girls developed strategies for 
organising, marketing and finally actually 
running the cart, honing their public 
relations and coffee making skills. As an 
added bonus, all students gain a Level One 
Barista Certification.

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
I love to cook. Not the ‘What’s for Dinner, 
Mum?’ type of cooking- at the end of a long 
day that particular question drives me crazy. 
But I find whipping up a tray of biscuits or 
making a cake really relaxing. And fattening 
so the other thing I do is walk our cattle dog 
a lot! It is great fun to take Leroy to the park, 
kick the footy and watch him trying to round 
it up.

Best advice to your younger self: To not 
see tasks as things to be completed and 
ticked off the list- instead enjoy the journey 
along the way and see everything as a 
learning opportunity.

Ms Kate De Bolfo       Horizons Leader
Kate De Bolfo is the Horizons Leader at Ave Maria College responsible for developing and 
promoting extension activities for highly able students. With five years tenure at the College, 
Kate currently teaches Year 11 English and English Language and Year 10 English and Design 
Thinking.

Kate spent much of her childhood travelling. With her father a university lecturer, her family briefly lived in Los Angeles, Montreal and 
London. Kate has a Bachelor History and English and a Diploma in Education from Melbourne University. She has held many positions 
aside from teaching, waitressing, cook, to Sex Educator for school children. Her rich experiences make her the perfect candidate for her 
current role. We talked more with Kate. 

MEET THE
Teacher

Save the Date
BACK TO AVE DAY
The classes of 2014, 2009, 1999, 1989, 1979 and 
1969 are invited to save the date for a reunion 
event at Ave Maria College.

Sunday, 4 August 2019 
12.00pm to 2.00pm  
High Tea at the College

Register your details via the College website 
alumnae page.

TIMOR-LESTE  
BENEFIT TRIVIA NIGHT
Friday, 19 June 2018

6.30pm to 10.30pm 
Francis Hall, Ave Maria College

Tickets on sale soon.



presents
Ave Maria College

Friday23 & Saturday24 @7.00pm
 Sunday25 @1.30pm

August 2019
THE CLOCKTOWER CENTRE  

750 Mt Alexander Rd, Moonee Ponds 

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRICAL www.origintheatrical.com.au Logo 
Created and Designed by Maggie Taft and Harry Bogosian

GREASE
Book, Music and Lyrics By JIM JACOBS and WARREN CASEY

UPCOMING
Events

Term 2 Dates 2019
Tuesday, 23 April –  
Friday 28 June

Professional Practice Day  
(Student Free Day)
5 June

Year 11 Examinations
6 – 14 June

Year 12 University Experience
11 June

VCAA GAT
12 June

Year 10 Examinations
13 – 19 June

LOTE Study Tour – Indonesia
29 June – 3 July

Year 10 Work Experience
24 – 28 June

Term 2 Finishes (Dismissal 1.38pm)
28 June

Term 3 Dates 2019 
Tuesday 16 July –  
Friday 20 September 

Back to Ave Day  
4 August

College Production – Grease
23 – 25 August

Father’s Day Breakfast
3 September

For all magazine enquiries contact Sarah De Nicolo at  
sarah.denicolo@avemaria.vic.edu.au

• Change of contact details for magazine 
• To subscribe or unsubscribe to the magazine
• To contribute a story and photo

For all alumnae enquiries please email alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
• Change of contact details  
• To register for alumnae communications

Follow us on social media 

facebook.com/ 
avemariacollegeaberfeldie

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

#womenofave 



14 - 22 Vida Street
Aberfeldie Victoria 3040

P (03) 9331 9300
E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au
www.avemaria.vic.edu.au


