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Dear Women of Ave,

This final publication for 2019 is a ‘newsy’ one. From extraordinary 
student experiences like the Timor-Leste Immersion and College 
Production of Grease, through to individual stories of staff, student 
and Women of Ave news, this edition has it all! It also contains 
an important call out to the community regarding the Board of 
Governance in 2020 – please do give this some thought. 

I commend the story of Melissa Tracina and Maria Martello, each 
of whom has followed their passion and worked to achieve great 
things in their respective fields of endeavour. Like Angela Russo 
who spoke brilliantly at ‘Back to Ave Day’, we are delighted to see 
where an Ave Maria College education takes you.

This edition also pays tribute to two long serving members of staff 
who will conclude their working life at the College and enter a new 
chapter of life in retirement. 

We acknowledge and thank Mr Robert Martini and Mr John Perez 
for their fine service to the College and wish them every blessing in 
the years ahead. We also profile Ms Mary Younes; what a wonderful 
gift Mary is to our community. Happily, Mary is not amongst those 
retiring or leaving – rest assured!

Speaking of staff news, this edition is my final one as Principal 
and editor of The Women of Ave series. I will forever treasure the 
memories of this sacred place and the people who make it so.

I wish all students, staff and alumnae much peace and joy, in the 
way of our patrons - Mary, Francis, Clare and Helene.

Mrs Elizabeth Hanney
Principal

MESSAGE
from the PrincipalP (03) 9331 9300

E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au
www.avemaria.vic.edu.au
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2019
Farewell in 

As 2019 draws to a close, so too does the Principalship of Mrs 
Elizabeth Hanney. It is with great sadness the Ave community says 
farewell to this efficacious leader. Elizabeth has worked in Catholic 
Education and Diocesan roles for the past twenty-six years and 
in 2020 will take on the position of Principal, Sienna College, 
Camberwell. 

Prior to joining Ave Maria College in 2014 Mrs Hanney held the 
position of Deputy Principal at St Peter’s College, Cranbourne, in 
addition to successfully leading across the wellbeing, teaching and 
learning and administrative portfolios in a range of Catholic schools.

Women of Ave takes this last opportunity to hear from Ms Hanney:

What inspired you to become a teacher and then Principal? I had 
a wonderful first year of teaching at Nazareth College (also its first 
year of operation). This ‘sealed the deal’ for me in realising that I 
loved teaching and working with young people in a Catholic school 
setting. I also felt privileged in that first year, and every year since, 
to work with fantastic teachers, leaders and support staff who bring 
such passion and skill to providing young people with the very 
best opportunities to thrive. It’s because of the people who have 
inspired me and the many great experiences that I’ve had that 
made me want to become a Principal.

In your six years at the College you’ve helped drive much 
change. Two new award-winning facilities in the Mary Centre 
(2015) and Helene Province (2019). What other key achievements 
are you proud of? I’m proud of the good work and achievement 
of many people. At the end of 6 wonderful years, I am particularly 
proud of our culture of excellence in three areas of focus:

Franciscan inspired faith – I think we know and appreciate our 
Franciscan ethos more profoundly. I think this is evidenced in word 
and deed by such things as Stillpoint, our Timor-Leste immersion, 
staff professional learning and pilgrimage to Assisi and in the 
Franciscan naming of our buildings as a few examples:

Learning & Teaching Excellence – I believe Ave girls pursue 
excellence in their learning with greater confidence and with higher 
expectations of themselves. This has been assisted by the thinking 
and action around the Learner Attributes and our College Learning 
Charter, by staff professional learning regarding learning culture 
and high expectations, along with investment in teacher pedagogy, 
student feedback processes, classroom visits and staff collaborative 
planning time. We can also measure our success with improved 
results which obviously I am proud of but more importantly which 
show our young women what they are capable of when they bring 
motivation, hard work and close partnership with peers and teachers 
to their studies. This achievement is not mine to claim but I am 
enormously proud of the learning environment and culture which 
staff have led in providing this to the young women of Ave. 

Community and Growth – I believe Ave Maria has experienced 
great growth in the life of the College over the last six years. The 
appointment of staff roles in Co-Curricular, Gifted and Talented, 
Community Engagement and others has ensured that our students 
have enhanced opportunities to explore and discover new 
passions and interests. The growth of the Alumnae network and the 
Women of Ave, is now a great strength for the College and we have 
delighted in the many women who have reconnected and on many 
occasions, shared their professional expertise for the benefits of 
current students; a great gift.

Finally I am very proud of the previous and current Executive Team 
who have helped to fashion and lead the vision with me. The 
development of a new leadership structure is working to enact a 
new strategic plan which will guide the College over the coming 
years, with a clear focus on continued growth in faith, learning 
success and growth for every student. Central to this is the ongoing 
integration and enhancement of student wellbeing and mentoring, 
in relationship with others. I am proud of this platform for the future. 

So yes, great new buildings for staff and students to enjoy but also 
great people, programs and structures to maximise their use!

“A piece of Ave Maria College will always go with 
me; I feel so honoured to have had the privilege 
and pleasure of leading the community over 6 
years. With deep gratitude, I wish peace and 
abundant blessings to all.”

Mrs Elizabeth Hanney, 
Principal Ave Maria College 2014-2019.

FEATURE STORY
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What have been some of the most 
fulfilling or memorable aspects of your 
role? There have been so many times when 
I’ve felt proud to bursting point or touched 
to the point of tears that it is difficult to 
express ‘most’ fulfilling or memorable. As 
Principal, I’ve been gifted with many such 
occasions. As a rule though, the aspects 
I find most fulfilling are when I witness 
students and staff committed to the pursuit 
of excellence – I am inspired by their 
rigour and commitment and very excited 
when their work is rewarded with success. 
I am also delighted with the growth in our 
Franciscan understanding of what it means 
to be people of faith.

In your opinion, what is special about 
the Ave community? Whilst it might sound 
cliché, there is no doubt it is the people 
who make up this community that makes it 
special. Yes, we are surrounded by beauty, 
but it is the students and staff who make 
this place of beauty come alive, every day.

What are you going to miss about the 
College? Again, as cliché as it sounds, I 
will miss the people of Ave Maria College. I 
will miss the students; it is their warmth and 
love of life that I have cherished. I will miss 
the staff; it is their care, professionalism and 
commitment to excellence that has made 
my job so enjoyable. 

What are your future hopes for Ave 
Maria? My hope is that Ave Maria College 
continues to go from strength to strength 
– it is an extraordinary place that Tanya 
Hutton, as incoming Principal, will quickly 
discover. I know that Tanya will bring 
her own vision and expertise to a great 
community such that it will be even better in 
the years ahead.

Your final message to the student body 
of 2020? Our College Motto and Vision 
Statement says it all…what the world needs 
now is women who are strong, women 
who seek truth and women who love. 
The Franciscan ethos of Ave Maria 
College shows the way to being strong 
women of truth and love.

JOHN PEREZ

Servicing the College for 20 years, 
John Perez will be sadly missed as he 
enters retirement in 2020. Joining Ave in 
January 1999 as Property Officer, John has 
demonstrated a strong work ethic and is 
known within the community for getting 
the job done. John started his career as a 
boiler maker working for himself whilst his 
family were young. After working tirelessly 
on building sites, he changed direction and 
worked in a factory at telecommunications 
giant Ericsson for six years prior to 
joining Ave.

When John first started at the College, he 
was responsible for the College grounds 
(gardening and upkeep), maintenance 
of buildings, and setting up and packing 
up all College events. This was a large 
job for a solo contender. Since John’s 
commencement Ave Maria has seen much 
change in building works and this has 
constantly overflowed into his space. 

Over the years outsourcing of 
responsibilities such as gardening 
has leaned his domain. Today John is 
responsible for maintenance of the College 
and all events. In John’s words “Keeping all 
the staff happy!”.

John embraced the College spirit when he 
first arrived, volunteering his time to coach 
the student soccer teams. Getting involved 
in College life has been instrumental to 
John’s love for Ave. “I feel like I am part 
of a community- not just a number.” John 
believes that it is the people, that makes 
his job so great. The harmony that exists 

between staff and students is what makes 
Ave a memorable place to work.

As his working career comes to an end, 
John commences the next journey in his 
life. This he says will be busy as his wife has 
planned some overseas travel to Spain and 
maybe a cruise. John is looking forward to 
focusing his energy back home to his own 
family, helping with his grandchildren and 
daughter’s “building project”.

Although he wont miss setting up hundreds 
of chairs in Francis Hall and packing them 
up, he will miss the faces that make Ave 
Maria College the great community it is. 
John’s final words surmise the integrity 
and loyalty of this hard-working employee- 
“Help everyone around you as one day 
when you need- they will help you.”

ROBERT MARTINI

Ave Maria College also says farewell to 
Robert Martini, who is also retiring at the 
end of 2019. Robert joined the College 
in 2001 and is a valued member of the 
teaching staff at Ave.

We say farewell and thank you to both 
John and Robert and wish them all the 
very best in their next chapter.

IN 2019Retiring

John Perez soccer coach 1999
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Nickname at school: Tracina (or Miss Tracina if I was being told off 
by a teacher)

Melissa you were at Ave Maria College in the early 2000’s. 
What was your favourite subject? Drama! Aside from the obvious 
reasons of enjoying performing the actual class was in a forgotten 
part of the school that no one ever visited, and I could wear the PE 
uniform. Score!

Favourite teacher? I know he isn’t a teacher, but I once had a 
disagreement with the canteen manager and Mr Perez (Property 
Officer) went into the staff room to get me biscuits because I was 
hungry. To quote Salt-N-Peppa, “whatta man, whatta mighty good 
man”.

Any extra-curricular highlights at Ave? Being in the chorus line of 
the school’s production of The Wiz. We partnered with St Bernard’s 
which meant I got to hang out with boys outside of Essendon 
station.

Many students could only dream of one 
day hosting their own radio program on 
one of Melbourne’s biggest networks. 
For 2007 Alumna, Melissa Tracina, she 
has ticked that box. Radio announcer, 
podcaster, actor, writer, model, and 
comedian, the day-time radio host for 
Nova 100 has many feathers in her cap. 
In this fifth edition of Women of Ave 
we talk to Melissa and hear about her 
journey since leaving Ave, her love for 
entertaining and making people laugh. 

ALUMNAE FEATURE STORY

AVE ALUMNA

Hits the  
Airways
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MARIA MARTELLO

Graduating year: 1997

Favourite subject at Ave: English

Favourite teacher at Ave: Ruth Patterson

Tertiary studies: I have a degree in Applied 
Science in Psychology

Occupation: Senior Manager for Strategy 
and Planning, Monash University

Career highlight: I was invited to go to 
Canberra for several months to work 
with the team from the Ministers Office to 
help with overhauling the National Mental 
Health programs that were offered by the 
government at the time. It was a real honour 
to be invited to join this team and to see the 
work that we did roll out across the entire 
country and make a huge difference to the 
lives of many people and their families.

Lives: Melbourne with my beautiful family

Hobbies: I’m currently involved in a 
Committee for Melbourne where we do work 
to make Melbourne a more accessible and 
inclusive place for people with disabilities. 
I volunteer my time to this and I love it. 
Outside of this I love to travel to different 
pockets of the world and I love to exercise.

Fondest Ave memory: Many funny times on 
that quadrangle!!!

Best advice to your younger self: When 
great opportunities are offered to you always 
say ‘Yes!’ no matter how scared you are and 
worry about how you’ll do it later! 

If you’re a past student of Ave and would like to share your story please email 
alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au.

What advice do you give to current Ave 
students are they think about their future 
and careers? Don’t think about whether it is 
achievable or hard – if that’s what you want to 
do, do it. Take steps, make sacrifices and say 
yes to every opportunity. Absolutely nothing 
in life is certain or guaranteed so don’t let 
fear guide you.

Outside work- any personal hobbies? 
Talking, writing, dancing and music. Guess 
that explains my job.

Best advice to your younger self: Know your 
weaknesses but focus on your strengths. 

Final thoughts? I loved my time at Ave. Sure, 
I hated the uniform and sometimes disliked 
subjects (like sport, ew) but I had some of 
the best times of my life there and took with 
me friends for life! And every now and then, I 
crave a salad roll from the canteen.

Thank you Melissa for your time. 

Tune into Mel on Nova 100 weekdays 12pm 
to 4pm and check out her podcast Social 
JustUs at www.socialjustuspodcast.com. 

What is your fondest memory at Ave? To be 
honest, I loved survival camp! It was friends, 
tents and disposable cameras.

Growing up did you have any career 
aspirations? I was going to be a movie star  
(it was even my MSN name).

Tertiary studies: After high school I studied 
Media at La Trobe in Bundoora. Turns out 
(aside from journalism) that if you want to be 
in media you do not require a degree. 

Melissa you have been successful 
establishing your career in media. How did 
you find this path? I work at Nova 100 as an 
Announcer. I’m on air weekdays from 12pm 
to 4pm. I discovered I loved the field when 
I chose it as an elective in uni. It took years 
of volunteer work, moving to Dubbo for my 
first paid on air job, and years of working 
weekends to get here.

Career Highlights? This is going to sound 
weird but using the “jocks” toilet at Nova. 
Years ago I worked at Nova casually as a 
member of the street team. I would walk past 
this one toilet reserved only for people on 
air (it’s next to the studios to allow for a quick 
dash during a song). I always said to myself 
that one day I would use that toilet and it 
would be because I was on air at Nova. Low 
and behold, I use that toilet daily! 

Future aspirations? I have worked really 
hard to get my current role, so my immediate 
future aspiration is to not screw it up! Longer 
term, I’d love to stay in radio and build an 
audience but also try my hand at TV. I also 
write and host a podcast (Social JustUs) so 
would love to see these projects grow. I just 
want to have all my fingers in all the pies! 

WHERE ARE
they now?



Old friendships were renewed and many fond memories were 
shared on Sunday, 4 August at the annual Back to Ave Day 
celebration. This year the College welcomed back the Classes of 
2014, 2009, 1999, 1989, 1979 and 1969. 

Back to Ave Day is an opportunity to not only reconnect with old 
friends but with the College itself. Whilst celebrating their school 
days, alumnae shared stories, reminisced and had a laugh at old 
year books, photo albums and College memorabilia. 

Year 11 students Karsha Pereira, Claudia Fox and Stephanie Nind led 
a formal welcome and prayer, after which Year 10 student Madeline 
Langenbacher (vocals) and Mr Craig Minty (piano) delivered a 
beautiful rendition of ‘My Mind’ by Yebba. 

The occasion was marked by guest speaker, Ave Alumna Angela 
Russo (Class of 1989) sharing a personal reflection of her time at 
the College. Angela’s humorous address reminded us that it isn’t 
necessarily the academic and career achievements that (alumnae) 
think of first when we remember our Ave days- it’s the lifelong 
friendships.

We thank those students and staff involved in making the afternoon 
a great event. 

To stay up-to-date with all Alumnae news please register your 
details via the College Website or via Ave Connect. 

In 2020 the College will welcome back those classes celebrating 
their 5, 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 year reunions.

“We look back with fond memories of a time and 
place that has changed so much. Our Ave days 
will always be a part of our life journey and special 
to us.” Angela Russo, Class of 1989

BACK TOAve Day

8
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Last Words 
Arguably, one of the best feelings known 
to mankind (or at least to us inner-city 
Melbourne girls) is laying down on the 
basketball courts in front of Ave at lunchtime, 
bathing in the sun and chatting away with 
your friends. That, and the mouth-watering 
taste of fresh pastizzis from the canteen. 
Heavenly.

Although returning to that first point, what’s 
really at the core of this simple lunchtime 
indulgence is that it means we are Ave 
girls. We belong to a community of strong, 
compassionate (and now ‘empowered’, as 
our “12 Months of Empowerment” initiative 
draws to a close) young women who have 
moulded into a consortium of women ready 
to take on the world. 

They say that all good things must come 
to an end, and our time at Ave, including 
our role as College Co-Captains, has been 
more than good. It has been the time of our 
lives, and we thank Ave Maria College and 
Principal Mrs Hanney for fostering the unity 
and sisterhood that we will dearly miss.

Eliza Gollant and Natalie Cierpisz
College Co-Captains 2019

2020 SENIOR
Leadership Team

The Ave Maria College Year 12 Leadership Team consists of two College Captains, two 
Faith and Social Justice Captains, one Academic Captain, one Arts Captain and two House 
Captains for each of our four Houses – Clare, Francis, Helene and Mary.

The Student Leadership Team plays a vital role at the College. As leaders of their peers, the 
team is responsible for motivating others, initiating programs, and providing a conduit for 
student voice. 

A rigorous selection process occurs throughout Term 3 which involves applications, 
interviews and speeches to the student body, accumulating to a College vote. Staff and 
students have the opportunity to voice their opinion, voting for their incoming leaders.

Ave Maria College congratulates the 2020 Senior Student Leadership Team. 
We wish them the best of luck as they take on their positions in the new year.

College Captains 
• Claudia Fox (St Martin de Porres Avondale Heights)
• Danielle Reed (St Carlo Borromeo Greenvale)
Faith and Social Justice Captains 
• Mia Kefenhoerster (St Peter’s Keilor East)
• Danielle Thompson (St Carlo Borromeo Greenvale)
Academic Captain 
• Chloe McMahon (St. Monica’s Moonee Ponds)
Arts Captain
• Mia Ranalletta (Our Lady of the Nativity Aberfeldie)
Helene House Captains
• Elyse Borderick (St Carlo Borromeo Greenvale)
• Karsha Pereira (St Vincent de Paul Strathmore)
Mary House Captains
• Liana Capito (St Christopher’s Airport West)
• Sarah Lia (Resurrection House Aberfeldie)
Francis House Captains
• Holli Bates (St Therese’s Essendon)
• Stephanie Nind (St Martin de Porres Avondale Heights)
Clare House Captains
• Juliet Battistella (St John Bosco’s Avondale Heights)
• Sophie McAllister (St Mary’s Ascot Vale)
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STUDY TOUR 2019
Many were the experiences for our 
students on this year’s Indonesia Study 
Tour. From attending language classes 
at the Wisma Bahasa School, to practising 
their Bahasa whilst interacting with 
the locals. 

We visited a number of villages where we 
were welcomed into the local’s homes 
and social spaces. Activities ranged from 
shopping at the local markets, cooking 
lessons, to traditional dance classes where 
students explored the use of movement 
and costume in telling a story. Everyone 
tried their hand at making a piece of batik, 
toiling with hot wax to create their own 
design. Then we tested our fine motor 
skills attempting jewellery making and 
silver smithing. 

Bali was all about colour and rituals 
reflecting peace in life. Here we explored 
how Hinduism arrived in Bali with the 
early traders and entwined itself with local 
animist beliefs. Students learnt about the 
structure of the little offerings we see 
everywhere in Bali. We learnt the meaning 
behind the particular colours of the flower 
petals and how there is relevance and 
symbolism in the positioning of these petals 
in the little trays. We pondered on how 
such a simple beautiful thing can be so 
complicated and carry such deep 
spiritual meaning.

Travelling to Indonesia with the 2019 group 
was a pleasure. The students embraced 
every activity and tackled each day with 
fresh energy and positivity. They were 
willing to learn, to explore, to give things 
a go and more importantly to engage in 
reflective conversations. I am sure they 
have come home with wonderful memories 
and experiences which they will share with 
their peers and enhance our learning in 
the classroom.

Carla Godoy
LOTE Domain Teacher

Indonesia
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REFLECTION
We arrived in Timor-Leste with an understanding of who we are as 
students in a first world country and left with the deeper knowledge 
of friendship, our faith and ourselves. In a country stricken by poverty, 
where children are considered lucky to learn without a roof over their 
head, we were enriched with the beautiful and integral gifts of what 
it means to be a person of faith and a part of the greater 
human community. 

After spending the first night in Dili, we spent most of our time at the 
beautiful school of St Dom Bosco, Maliana. The students greeted us 
with open hearts, and we created some of our favourite memories 
by immersing ourselves in every aspect of their life. From washing 
dishes after meals and teaching them how to play footy, to teaching 
English classes and crying of laughter with the girls in our dorms 
before bed, we truly made the most meaningful friendships. 

During our stay in Maliana we also visited the nearby town of Colaco 
where we met kindergarten students and spent an entire day singing 
and dancing to traditional Timorese songs, with the contagiously 
energetic children at Sister Vigilia’s community centre. 

Overall, we are so grateful to have met our wonderful friends in 
Timor-Leste, and the week we spent with them is one we will 
treasure forever. 

2019 Timor Leste Immersion Students 
Year 11 students: Mia Ranaletta, Mia Kefenhoerster, 
Danielle Thompson, Eliza Wilson. 
Year 10 students: Grace Abboud and Emily McMahon

Timor-Leste
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COLLEGE BOARD
Ave Maria
The Ave Maria College Board of Governance plays an important role in driving the values, 
beliefs and priorities of our school community. In collaboration with the Principal, the Board 
works to ensure the Catholic identity of the College is sustained, develops strategy and 
policy, and oversees the educational standards and finances to lead the College into the 
future. 

In 2019 the College Board has been instrumental in the delivery of the following key 
strategic outcomes:

• Contribution and oversight of the College’s 2019-2022 Strategic Plan, driving 
excellence in the four pillars of Franciscan faith, learning and teaching excellence, 
community and growth for all;

• Delivery of Helene Province, the new state-of-the-art learning facility housing a new 
Library, Food and Material Technology and general learning spaces;

• Policy and Risk management improvements underpinning College practices;
• Overseeing the financial management of the College and ensuring its financial viability;
• Appointment of a new Principal for 2020.

“Serving on the Board of Governance is a rewarding experience and provides 
a great opportunity to have active involvement in the strategic direction of the 
College. We value and seek individuals from diverse backgrounds who are 
committed to Catholic education and wish to meaningfully contribute to the Ave 
Community” Julianne Tkaczuk, Board Chair

The 2019 Board of Governance members 
include: 

• Mrs Julianne Tkaczuk  
Board Chair 

• Fr Tony Feeney  
President of the Delegated  
Canonical Administrators 

• Mrs Elizabeth Hanney  
Executive Officer/ Principal

• Mr Ward Italiano  
Canonical Administrator

• Mr Peter Devery  
Canonical Administrator 

• Sr Heather Weedon  
Canonical Administrator 

• Ms Anne Sargent  
Deputy Chair / Parent 
Representative 

• Mr Neil Saxton  
Board Secretary / Parent Representative

• Mr Victor Carreto  
Parent Representative 

• Mr Robert De Fazio  
Parent Representative 

• Mr Allan Thompson  
College Business Manager

If you have a strong commitment to the 
Catholic ethos of the College and have 
an interest in and commitment to Catholic 
education, we warmly invite expressions of 
interest to become a member of the Board 
of Governance in 2020. 

For more information contact the 
Principal’s office on 9331 9300.



The spirit of Ave Maria College was truly 
alive at the opening of Helene Province 
on Thursday 5, September 2019. Guests, 
students, and staff gathered for the official 
blessing of the College’s newest addition 
to campus. 

His Grace Archbishop of Melbourne Peter 
A. Comensoli officially blessed the new 
facility whilst Aboriginal Catholic Ministry’s 
Sherry Balcombe led guests through a 
smoking ceremony. 

Current Moonee Valley Mayor (and Ave 
Alumna) Counsellor Narelle Sharpe, 
deemed the new building “amazing!”, whilst 
Canonical Administrator and Franciscan 
Missionaries of Mary representative 
Sister Heather Weedon was “astounded 
at the contemporary design” which is 
“so comfortable for the students”. The 
ceremony’s magical atmosphere was 
heightened by the College’s Vocal 
Ensemble’s mesmerising hymns and 
captivating solo performances. 

Named after the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary Founder, Helene de Chappotin, 
the new Helene Province embodies 
her energy, intellect and engagement 
with others. College Academic Captains 
Madeline Saxton and Chloe Dalla-Fontana, 
shared an inspirational dedication to 
Helene encapsulating her mission in four 
definitive words- passion, Francis, Mary and 
mission. 

Adorned by comfortable couches and 
booths, open plan classrooms and an 

abundance of flora and fauna, Helene 
Province brings life to the learning facilities 
of Ave Maria College. The new facility 
houses Food and Technology design 
spaces, a new library, and the student 
support and services team. 

Archbishop Comensoli described Helene 
Province as a “marvellous facility” that 
would “build the community of education 
and faith”. 

Georgia Wheaton 
Year 12

HELENE PROVINCE 
Blessing and Opening
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On the third weekend in August, the Clocktower Centre was brought to life with 
Ave Maria College’s 2019 production of Grease the Musical. After five months 
of rehearsals and preparation, over 60 Ave students showcased their talents 
to three audiences and impressed the wider community with an entertaining, 
professional and vibrant show.

Congratulations to all members of the cast, crew and dance chorus on their 
dedication, resilience and enthusiasm. Each student developed and shared 
their immense talents with the community, formed beautiful friendships with 
their peers and grew into confident and brilliant young performers.

Our Production Student Leaders shone this year, supporting and mentoring 
their peers and working tirelessly to ensure each student had an enriching 
experience. These girls embody what it means to be a driven, creative and 
compassionate Ave girl. Congratulations to Abbey Crowley, Madeline Saxton, 
Georgia Wheaton, Joanna Ckuj and Giuliana Lombardi. 

A show like Grease only happens with the support of many. I would like to thank 
the College Executive and Administrative, Maintenance and Arts staff for their 
ongoing support over the year, as well as the dynamic team of teaching staff 
who generously gave their time and talents during Production Week.

Finally, thank you to the wonderful creative team of Mr Craig Minty, Ms Melanie 
Zahra and Mr Claude Ferrarese for creating lifelong memories for our students.

Olivia Pearce
Performing Arts Leader

PRODUCTION
College

14



15



16

What inspired you to become a teacher? 

I became a teacher by accident. When I 
was applying for courses during Year 12, I 
selected art related careers. I got accepted 
into my first choice, Bachelor of Education, 
Arts and Crafts and being young and ‘naïve’, 
I didn’t realise it was a teaching course 
until my first lecture when they explained 
the course outline and mentioned teaching 
rounds. I remember turning to this woman 
next to me and saying, “Why are we doing 
teaching rounds”? She replied, “Because it 
is a teaching course”! I have never at any 
point wanted the ground to swallow me up! 
(By the way, we became College besties!)

When I did do teaching rounds, I absolutely 
loved being in the classroom. It was then I 
decided teaching was for me!

What is your favourite aspect of being 
a teacher? 

I love creating course work. I also thrive 
when I am being challenged by students 
when they don’t know how to do 
something, and I may have no idea also. 
This is when I start to explore how to solve 
the problem. This has been my greatest 
growth in terms of the development of my 
own skills and knowledge.

I love it when students produce amazing 
work that is creative and unique; I always 
feel very proud to have been part of their 
process. The Arts Festival is a favourite part 
of the year as it is a massive celebration and 
recognition of their incredible efforts.

Mary you have been teaching within 
the Arts Domain for many years at Ave. 
Is there a piece of art that stands out 
for you? 
I have seen impressive work created by 
students over the years. There was this one 
student that, to this day, has always left me 
speechless with her talent. Her name was 
Michelle MacFarlane (back in the ‘90s) and 
she could draw photo realistic portraits with 
such ease. You would look at her work and 
question if you were seeing a drawing or an 
actual photo.

How has Art changed since you started 
teaching? How has technology impacted 
what you do in class? 

Advances in technology has been the 
biggest change and it is something that I 
have evolved with also.

I remember when I started teaching, 
everything was analogue from cranking 
the old hand generated school printer 
to produce photocopies, handwriting 

reports etc. Now, everything is digital. 
Teaching in the Arts, specifically in Visual 
Communication Design, advances in 
technology has proven to be the biggest 
change in both hardware and software, with 
production. With digital programs and apps 
now available, the students can produce 
work quickly, effectively and of such a high 
standard and professional finish.

What do you like to do in your spare time? 

Normally I like to just sit and do nothing 
without feeling guilty about it. Spending time 
with my kids; Tom and Ellie and my dog Sam 
is the best. Catching up with people closest 
to me is my greatest therapy.

Best advice to your younger self: 

Best advice would be to not play it safe 
and give everything a go, and make sure its 
creative!

Last words: 

It has been a pleasure to spend 30 years of 
my teaching career at Ave Maria College. I 
have been blessed with amazing students 
and a staff that are so incredible to work 
with. 

Thank you for sharing Mary.

MEET THE
Teacher

Mary Younes is a Visual Communication Design, Media and Visual Art teacher at Ave Maria College. She has a long history with the 
College- officially 30 years, unofficially 32 years. Whilst completing her teaching rounds at Ave in 1987, Mary was asked to teach a Year 7 Art 
class. With special permission from the Department of Education, she began teaching at Ave and was offered a job the following year. 

Mary has worked in contract positions at Samaritan College (now Parade College), Lowther Hall and Maribyrnong Secondary College. 
Whilst at Ave, she has performed the roles of Year 8 Level Co-ordinator and Arts Faculty Head. An integral part of the Arts Faculty we talk to 
Mary in Meet the Teacher.

Ms Mary Younes Visual Communication Design, Media and Visual Arts
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AVE Achievements
Student of the Term 

SCSA Netball

Innovations Winner 2019 Silver for  
Taekwondo

TERM 2 Congratulations to the Term 2 Student of 
the Term Award recipients; Abbey Crowley (Year 12), 
Danielle Reed (Year 11), Dominique Cutri (Year 10), 
Natasha Zarafa (Year 9), Evelyn Zuccarelli (Year 8) 
and Georgi Hinton (Year 7).
TERM 3 Congratulations to the Term 3 Student of 
the Term Award recipients; Georgia Wheaton (Year 
12), Claudia Fox (Year 11), Alexia Bugeja (Year 10), 
Kate Blackmore (Year 9), Olivia Mangion (Year 8), 
Abbey Kerr (Year 7).

Congratulations to all students who have participated in SCSA competitions in Term 2 and 3. 

Congratulations to our 2019 SCSA Netball teams who competed in the Division 2 competition. 
Five Ave teams made it to the semi-finals with two going on to the Grand Final. The Senior B team 
won and Inter B lost in a close game. Well done to all students who competed on the day.

The College is proud 
to be selected for an 
Innovative Schools 
award for 2019. This 
award announced by the 
Educator, recognised 
those schools at the 
cutting edge of change 
and innovation in 
Australia. The College 
has been recognised 
for the introduction of 

the ‘STEP’ program - a pedagogical enhancement framework. 
We acknowledge Jo Hammer and Jess Hall for their outstanding 
work in developing the College Learning Charter. Ave Maria is also 
pleased to now see all policies, procedures and staffing allocations 
managed through CHALK. We acknowledge the expertise of 
Danielle Zarafa and Leah Atkins in this regard. Principal, Elizabeth 
Hanney is delighted to see Ave Maria College being recognised as 
a community committed to innovation and excellence.

Julia Hiron, Year 11 student, 
participated in in the 
Taekwondo National 
Championships on the Gold 
Coast from Friday 6th – 
Sunday 8 September 2019.

We congratulate Julia who 
won a silver medal in the 
Junior 15 – 17 year old division.
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Literary Week

Father’s Day Breakfast

Arts and Technology Festival Class of 2018 – One Year On

August saw the College celebrate 
a weeklong celebration of all things 
books in the newly refurbished 
Helene Library. Award-winning 
author Will Kostakis entertained 
students with his engaging stories 
and antidotes. The week ended 
with a parents and student ‘Books 
and Breakfast’ with bestselling 
author and screenwriter Anna 
Snoekstra.

Over 150 people celebrated Father’s Day at our 
annual breakfast. Guest speakers, Ave Alum Michelle 
Coffey (’87) and Jessica Moelands (nee Hogan ’96), 
shared funny, moving and inspiring accounts of their 
time at Ave and journeys since. We acknowledge our 
student leaders as well as Caitlin Grech and Mia Paris 
Scalise for their performance and thank all the fathers 
and male loved ones who attended the event.  

This year’s Arts and Technology Festival set new standards at the 
College as the Mary Centre, Helene Province and Francis Hall 
were set alight with the works and talents of Ave students. The 
exhibition included student works in: Visual Exhibitions, Digital and 
Design Technologies, Performance Arts, Film Screenings and a 
Fashion Parade.

On Wednesday, 16 October the Class of 2018 returned to the 
College for their “One Year On” celebration. Ave’s most recent 
alumnae were full of smiles and laughter has they shared their 
stories and adventures of the past year. Thank you to all those 
who attended. 

NEWS & Events
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UPCOMING
Events

Term 4 Dates 2019
Tuesday, 8 October 2019
Thursday, 5 December 2019

Academic and Community  
Awards Night
Thursday, 5 December 2019

Last Day Years 7 to 11 
Thursday, 5 December 2019

Term One Dates 2020
Friday, 31 January 2020  
(Year 7 & 12 Students Only)

Monday, 3 February 2020  
– Friday, 27 March 2020

For all magazine enquiries contact Sarah De Nicolo at  
sarah.denicolo@avemaria.vic.edu.au

• Change of contact details for magazine 
• To subscribe or unsubscribe to the magazine
• To contribute a story and photo

For all alumnae enquiries please email alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
• Change of contact details  
• To register for alumnae communications

Follow us on social media 

facebook.com/ 
avemariacollegeaberfeldie

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

#womenofave 

Past student of Ave Maria College? 

A members only online community connecting 
Ave Alumnae with one another and the 

College to develop mentoring and networking 
relationships across the globe.

Visit www.aveconnect.org/

Join us on AveConnect



20

14 - 22 Vida Street
Aberfeldie Victoria 3040

P (03) 9331 9300
E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au
www.avemaria.vic.edu.au


