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Dear Women of Ave,

Welcome to the seventh edition of our Women of Ave series. This 
edition reflects upon the year that has been 2020. The inspiration 
is drawn from the knowledge that life presents us with challenges, 
often at the most unexpected of times, but in doing so provides 
opportunities for real and continued learning. Whether this relates 
to learning new ways of doing things or learning new ways of 
thinking about ourselves, it does not matter, as this learning is 
authentic and often very rich. For every challenge there are new 
and at times exciting opportunities.  There is a lot to celebrate, even 
with COVID-19.

I would also like to take the opportunity to introduce you to our 
three College Co-Captains for 2021 – Emily McMahon, Mya Mollica 
and Lilianna Morgan. Their article is an interesting and inspiring 
read that outlines their vision for their year as College Co-Captains.  
Also, of note is our Alumnae stories of Madeleine Perini (Class 
of 2015) and Alex Eastmure (Class of 2014). Two women who 
attended our College and whose careers have taken them in very 
different directions.  Congratulation to both Madeleine and Alex for 

their sense of self belief; courage to follow their dreams; and for 
daring to do what they are passionate about in their years since 
graduating from Ave. 

We are also very pleased to profile our College Patrons in an article 
written by our 2020 Franciscan Captains, Mia Kefenhoerster and 
Danielle Thompson and to showcase the STEM, Design Thinking 
and Research and Investigation programs. These programs are 
both innovative and contemporary, challenging our students to 
think outside the box. Finally we profile Mr. Adam Hipwell, Health 
and Physical Education teacher who shares with us his passion and 
commitment for teaching.

I hope you enjoy this Women of Ave and may we continue to strive 
for truth through love.

Yours faithfully,

Ms Tanya Hutton
Principal

MESSAGE
from the PrincipalP (03) 9331 9300

E avemaria@avemaria.vic.edu.au
www.avemaria.vic.edu.au
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YEAR 12 IN 2020  

Throughout my time at Ave, I have been 
offered many wonderful opportunities. 
Whether that was striving to achieve 
my best in academic studies from the 
continued support of my teachers, to 
taking on co-curricular activities and 
programs offered to students. From the 
many leadership roles, I was offered from 
Years 9 to 11, to my personal highlights 
of attending the Timor-Leste Immersion 
Trip in 2018, and the Bond University 
High School Mooting Competition in 
Queensland in 2019 for VCE Legal Studies. Year 12 2020. Photo taken at Retreat in February

At the start of this year, my Year 12 peers 
and I were eager for the much-anticipated 
Year 12 retreat, House Swimming and 
Athletics carnivals, to our last Mission 
Action and Ave Maria Day. And of course, 
our last day of Year 12! However, as the 
world was hit by a global pandemic, many 
of these things we looked forward to in 
our last year of secondary school were 
impacted in some way. 

It was sad at the start, knowing previous 
Year 12 cohorts had been able to cherish 
these events, where their year level had 
come together and united. However, 
together my year level and I supported 
one another in alternative ways- sharing 
memes or starting a chain of our most 
fond memories during our time at Ave or 
coming together on Microsoft Teams to 
celebrate Ave Day. This was all new to us, 
but I believe my year level persevered, 
showing resilience and determination 

to still make this a fun year and became 
experts in the online learning world.

Being an ‘Ave Girl’ is a beautiful and 
proud thing but being an ‘Ave Girl’ who is 
graduating in the COVID Class of 2020 is 
momentous – as a cohort who I believe 
will always stick together. 

“The year has truly shown 
our resilience in never giving 
up on our hopes and dreams 
and still aiming to strive for 
excellence -academically and 
in life.”  
Despite the many lockdown burdens we 
have endured the roller-coaster journey of 
a year that  was. 

Tara Clark 
Year 12 2020

FEATURE STORY

A Year in Reflection
As 2020 draws to a close we reflect upon the unprecedented 
impacts COVID-19 has had on us as a school community. Seizing 
new opportunities, the College surged on further enhancing the Ave 
learning experience. In this edition we hear from students and teachers 
about the global pandemic and the year that was.   
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YEAR 7 IN 2020 

Although I have been at home much of the 
year, I have learnt to appreciate my friends 
more.  Through the virtual learning created 
by Ave Maria and our amazing teachers, 
we developed stronger relationships with 
one another.  Making the experience so 
much more special.

Something that I am grateful for this year 
are my teachers. They are very supportive 
and were always open to anything 
during online learning. Whether that was 
feedback, questions or emails, they would 
always make sure we (as Year 7 students) 
were on the right track with our learning 
and our development as young women. 

During remote learning I further embraced 
my individuality.  As a people person, I 
love to work in groups. Remote learning 
provided the opportunities to develop 
more independence and I am now more 
self-sufficient.  Whilst I loved the later starts 
and homemade lunches – being back 
together as a community is where I want 
to be.

Isobel Lewis 
Year 7 2020

Life in Year 7. Photo taken during Term 1 2020

“Remote learning provided the opportunities to develop 
more independence and I am now more self-sufficient.”
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATION DOMAIN  

For a subject that is based around conversations, collaborations 
and group work, we needed to adapt our traditional program 
to make it digital friendly.  Teachers generated digital booklets 
on Subject Selection and Careers and Pathways that students 
could work through at their own pace, which enabled them 
to still conduct 1:1 online meetings to ensure each student 
was supported.  Each booklet had a range of activities that 
required them to access several digital resources on the Ave 
Careers website and Victorian Government careers site https://
joboutlook.gov.au/CareerQuiz.  Students were asked to create 
a careers podcast episode where they interviewed a family 
member about their career; these were then shared with the 
class to help build understanding of the diversity in jobs and 
opportunities.  

One of the highlights was exploring jobs of the future.  By 
completing a short quiz, students were provided with a report 
flagging jobs that they might be suited to – except they are jobs 
that don’t yet exist.  This was an eye-opening activity where 
many students began to understand that “The world of work 
will change dramatically in the next few decades. Even now, 
jobs are changing at a fast rate as machines and big data 
change the way we work and interact with each other …. Many, 
but not all, of the 100 jobs of the future will require scientific, 
technological and digital skills. Many also require people 
skills, creativity and imagination, and the ability to work across 
domains to learn and adapt.” 

(https://100jobsofthefuture.com/about/ )

Jo Hammer 
Teacher of Community and Careers, Research and 
Investigation Domain

As online learning continued into Term 3 
many subjects continued to adapt to 
create online learning resources. In Year 9 
Community and Careers, a number of 
changes needed to be implemented.  

FEATURE STORY

A Year in Reflection
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STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics. This has been 
a challenging year where the importance 
of the ‘Technology’ element of STEM 
has become evident to everyone. Rather 
than just make the curriculum possible, 
adjustments were seen as an opportunity 
to enhance the learning opportunities for 
our students.

Year 9 students were able to use 
Tinkercad (a 3D modeling program) 
to create models for 3D printing.  Our 
program leverages the Minecraft 
Education suite (project-based lessons 
building student’s skills in collaboration, 
creative problem solving and digital 
citizenship) to program robots and to 
collaboratively construct a theme park.  
Year 9 students were also mailed home 

Design Thinking is all about problem 
solving and one of the biggest 
problems I needed to solve was 
how to pivot a class based around 
group work and running a coffee 
cart in a time of online learning and 
social distancing. One new element I 
introduced was Genius Hour- a style 
of learning that has been embraced 
around the world. Students select a 
topic or skill of their choosing and 
are given 10 lessons to explore that 
topic and learn something new. They 
need to track their style of learning- 
what works for them and what 
doesn’t, so they come to understand 
how they work best, and they 
need to show the class their final 
product or level of skill. Students 
took up this challenge and ran with 
it! Some taught themselves how to 
play an instrument, communicate 
using basic sign language, create 
an animation, knit a beanie, or edit 
clips for successful social media 
posts. Others cooked with a parent 
or grandparent to learn their secret 
recipes then created a video 
cookbook or explored their family 
history and created a family tree. 
Everyone agreed it was a fabulous 
experience and something that I 
have added to the Design Thinking 
course, Covid-19 or not.

Kate De Bolfo 
Teacher of Design Thinking, 
Research and Investigation Domain 

DESIGN THINKING

STEM

“This has been a challenging year where the importance of the 
‘Technology’ element of STEM has become evident to everyone.”

a microprocessor called a micro:bit. 
Students built a few models selected from 
the internet, before inventing their own.

Year 10 STEM students were able to 
take home a microprocessor, the Circuit 
Playground Express (block-based 
programming), a neo-pixel light strip and 
a micro-servo.  Rather than invent models 
at school, they were created at home. This 
allowed students to involve interested 
family members and at the same time 
allow for a new element to our approach 
to collaboration and creative problem 
solving.

Stuart Hensley 
Teacher of STEM, Research and 
Investigation Domain
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Year 12 students Mia Kefenhoerster and Danielle Thompson have taken the time 
to reflect on our College House Patrons. The Franciscan Captains authentically 
express our Catholic faith. Here are some exerts:

Striving 
For Truth 
Through Love

As a woman grounded by her 
faith and spirituality, Helene 
de Chappotin seeks to bring 
awareness to God’s infinite 
love for every person, by 
continuing the mission of Mary 
and making Jesus known to 
the world. As a school founded 
by Helene’s missionary, at 
Ave we continue to embody 
her love and passion in the 
way we treat one another 
and celebrate our faith as a 
community.

As Clare reflected the 
teachings and traditions of St 
Francis, we too can reflect her 
humility and dedication to faith. 
She invites us to look beyond 
our wealth and possessions, 
and rather seek the gifts of 
creation within ourselves and 
others, and above all keep 
God’s love for us true in our 
hearts. At Ave we can embody 
St Clare’s teachings of faith and 
love in all of our relationships.

Throughout Mary’s remarkable 
life, she had no doubt that 
God’s will was more important 
than her own, and instead of 
abandoning her faith when it 
was difficult or uncomfortable, 
she placed her trust in God 
even when the future was 
uncertain. As Mary is the 
mother of Jesus, she is also our 
mother. Mary is a figure in our 
lives that we can turn to and 
trust to nurture us when we are 
suffering, and to join us when 
we are celebrating. 

St Francis discovered his own 
identity by encountering the 
crucified Christ. This self-
reflection enabled him to go 
out to the poor and sick, as 
community became the main 
way Francis expressed his faith. 
At Ave, we can draw upon our 
Franciscan heritage by striving 
to live out our faith in action, 
so that we may “preach the 
Gospel at all times and when 
necessary, use words.”

“We become what we love and who we love shapes what we become”.

Mia Kefenhoerster
2020 Francisan Co-Captains

Danielle Thompson
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Hi members of the Ave community! 

My name is Lilianna Morgan. I am interested 
in studying something in the field of 
Psychology and I love listening and playing 
music. The role of College Captain to me 
is important as it gives students a chance 
to share their opinions and show them that 
their voice within the community is valued. 
In this role, I hope to continue to inspire 
the women of Ave to share their passions 
and skills and to encourage a greater 
participation from the College community. 

My name is Emily McMahon.  I love the 
outdoors, playing sports and spending time 
with friends and family. College Captain is 
important to me as I can support the girls 
of Ave by being a role model who inspires 
them. It is about reflecting the College views 
and values within our daily life. Through 
sisterly love like St. Clare of Assisi I believe 
this is possible. From this role I will continue 
to grow and gain confidence to guide 
students to be their best unique selves.  

My name is Mya Mollica. I am a cheery and 
positive individual who loves to help others 
and perform. College Captain for me, is 
giving me the ability to challenge myself, to 
not be afraid and to give new things a go. 
I aim to improve the Ave Maria community 
and challenge my peers, so they can better 

themselves, as wonderful women of Ave. 
This role will allow me to learn how to be 
an effective leader and role-model in order 
to create a positive impact that will make 
the community a better place. 

The three of us are thrilled to take on 
the role of 2021 Ave Maria College Co-
Captains. 

“Our aim as captains are to 
increase student participation 
in College events and 
activities, inspire girls to share 
passions and talents, build on 
the already positive, happy 
and welcoming environment 
at Ave as well as encourage 
students to build strong, long 
lasting relationships within 
the College community.”

As part of our initiatives we wish to 
implement during our leadership, we 
hope that the formation of inter year 
level relationships will lead to helping our 
wider community. We want to build on the 
aspects of the Ave Maria College Charter 
for Education to further the benefits of 
education for each student. We also aim to 

be brought closer as a College through a 
developed understanding of the teachings 
of our House Patrons. Together these 
initiatives work to support the learning and 
growth journey of staff and students, here 
at Ave Maria College.  

As leaders of the College and being 
positive role-models, it is important that 
we reflect the values and uphold the 
Franciscan traditions of the College as 
well as welcome all ideas and opinions to 
create an encouraging environment.   

Ave Maria is a College that offers every 
student an opportunity to express their 
unique interests, as individuals or through 
teamwork, creating a diverse and inclusive 
community that inspires all.  We hope to 
inspire girls to greatly immerse themselves 
into all aspects of College life to discover 
their passion.  

As the year comes to an end, we hope 
you are taking the opportunity to relax, 
reflect and reward yourselves by doing 
things that make you smile, as we know 
that if you focus on the things you love, 
you will always be happy! 

Lilianna Morgan, Mya Mollica and 
Emily McMahon 
Ave Maria College Co-Captains 2021

INTRODUCING YOUR 2021
College Co-Captains
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Any nicknames at school?   
Maddy 

Favourite subject and teacher at Ave? 
Outdoor Ed or PE. Teacher? Ah too hard to pick!

Highlights from Ave?  
SCSA sports were my favourite and the annual (musical) 
productions.

Fondest Ave memory? 
Probably Outdoor Ed surf camp or the Year 12 House Sports 
Carnivals.

Growing up did you have any career aspirations?  
I always remember wanting to be a nurse or healthcare 
professional, but it wasn’t until later on (at high school) that I saw 
Paramedicine as an option.

Tertiary studies:  
Bachelor of Paramedicine at ACU

Occupation:  
Paramedic at the London Ambulance Service

Madeleine tell us about how you came to a find a career in 
Paramedicine: 
Paramedicine sort of just popped up as I was looking for tertiary 
courses online and I realised that’s exactly what I wanted to do! 
After finishing at ACU I moved overseas. I love the freedom! I 
don’t think there is an experience quite like it. I moved across 
the world at 21, fresh out of university, and went straight into a 
fulltime role at a world-class ambulance service. It was a definite 
sink or swim moment, but I have loved the independence and 
stepping up to the role (even through a global pandemic). 

Fresh out of university Ave Alumna Madeleine Perini headed 
overseas in 2019 to explore the world and pursue her career. 
The 2015 graduate studied Paramedicine at Australian Catholic 
University before moving to the UK where she landed a full-time 
role with London Ambulance Service. We talk to Madeleine to 
hear more about her time at Ave and the impact COVID-19 has 
had on her role.

ALUMNAE FEATURE STORY  
London’s  
  Frontline  
Response
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A memorable career moment was delivering a 
baby in the back of the ambulance around the 
corner from the hospital. Thankfully all went 
well, and I’ve delivered 2 more healthy bubs 
since! 

You’re part of London’s front-line response to 
the COVID-19. How has the global pandemic 
impacted your job?  
COVID-19 entirely changed my graduate year 
as a paramedic. London was hit horribly in 
March/April (2020) when we were receiving 
7000+ 999 calls every day. It was an extremely 
busy time learning new protocols, PPE 
standards, and working with firefighters who 
were driving our ambulances. It has been 
a massive learning curve for me and a real 
push to step out and act as an independent 
practitioner.

What advice do you give to current Ave 
students as they think about their future and 
careers? 
Trust yourself and your gut instinct! Whether it’s 
choosing a different VCE subject or changing 
uni preferences or moving overseas! It has 
been the best experience of my life trusting my 
career path and seeing where it takes me!

Hobbies:  
Playing hockey and travelling around Europe 
on my days off (pre-COVID).

Best advice to your younger self: 
You CAN do it (as cringe as that sounds). My 
Year 12 self-struggling with multiple health 
issues and school would never have thought 
4 years later I’d be independently living across 
the world doing my dream job! You will thank 
yourself for these decisions when you look 
back.

Last thoughts: 
Make the most of your high school experience 
at Ave, the good and the bad! Everything is a 
learning process so always take it on board. I 
will always remember valuable lessons I learnt 
throughout my time at Ave that set me up to be 
able to achieve the things I have today!

Thank you for your time Madeleine.

 
London’s  
  Frontline  
Response

Graduating Year: 2014.

Favourite Subject at Ave: 
Visual Communication and Design.

Favourite Teacher: Shout out to Mr 
Tony Spanti, my Units 3/4 Legal Studies 
Teacher and legend in his own right.  

Tertiary Qualifications: Completed a 
Bachelor of Arts degree at the University 
of Melbourne, majoring in Politics and 
International Studies, with my final 
semester at the University of Amsterdam, 
where I was fortunate enough to study 
and live in Amsterdam for over six 
months.  

Occupation: Public Relations Consultant 
at Truth Agency. 

Career Highlight: Working with the 
fabulous Truth Agency team and the 
Ovarian Cancer Research Foundation 
(OCRF) on the launch of OCRF’s landmark 
State of the Nation in Ovarian Cancer: 
Research Audit Report, which provides a 
roadmap that will save the lives of tens of 
thousands of women.

ALEX EASTMURE
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WHERE ARE they now?
Lives in: Melbourne, Victoria.

Hobbies: In my spare time I work with 
clay – mostly porcelain - and have had 
the pleasure of having my works feature 
in a number exhibitions that showcase 
the talents of female artists in Melbourne. 
You can check out some of my work on @
whvtsup.

Fondest Memory of Ave: 
Choreographing a dance with my best 
friend and then-Helene Co-Captain, Aylin 
Yigit, to Gloria Gaynor’s I Will Survive that 
the entire Helene cohort would perform 
at the Ave Day house dance…We came 
last and were robbed!

Best advice to your younger self: Have 
the courage of one’s convictions. Always 
stand up for yourself and what you 
believe to be right, even if you step on a 
few toes in the process.

Thank you for your time Alex.



Life in lockdown was not going to stop the College 
from celebrating Ave Maria Day in 2020. This 
year’s event was held live on Microsoft Teams with 
staff and students celebrating the Feast of Mary 
from their homes. The Ave spirit truly came to life 
(virtually) making the day a huge success.

Ave Day
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Adam, what inspired you to become a 
teacher?  
I remember when I was a student my 
engagement in a subject was heavily 
dependent on the teachers that I had, 
particularly the teachers that inspired me, 
so the thought of being that person for 
other people and helping them through 
their adolescence was exciting to me.

What is your favourite aspect of being a 
teacher? 
Helping people realise they are capable  
of more than they may have even expected 
of themselves. Whether that’s academically, 
personally or even physically doing  
outdoor activities such as multi-day hiking 
and so on. 

You were recently recognised for your 
contribution to the advancement of Health 
and Education in Victoria with a 2019 
Honour Award from ACHPER Victoria. 
Can you tell us about how this award 
came about?  
Since 2012 I’ve worked for ACHPER 
Victoria in a range of capacities within 
the subject area of VCE Outdoor & 
Environmental Studies. That work has 
ranged from resource writing, presenting 
at conferences, to facilitating professional 
development for other teachers of this 
fantastic subject and the award was a 
very nice gesture from ACHPER Victoria in 
recognition of said work.

Your message to Ave students? 
Hmmm… this is a tough one… how long do 
I have? My main message would be to see 
learning as something that just continues 
for the rest of your life and to constantly be 
curious about the world and how we can all 
work together to make it a better place for 
future generations. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?  
My passions are family, friends, music 
(record buying is my weakness!), nature, 
sport and physical activity. I think that’s it? 

Best advice to your younger self: 
Be appreciative of everything your parents 
have done for you and the precious time 
you have with them.

AFL or Soccer?  
AFL all the way and the Richmond Tigers 
are my team.

Thanks for your time Adam.

MEET THE
Teacher

Adam HipweIl is an advocate for high quality health and physical education in schools. In his first year at Ave Maria College, the Health, 
Physical Education and Humanities Teacher brings to Ave an industry recognised understanding of Health and Education in adolescences. 
Adam currently teaches VCE PE, Outdoor & Environmental Education, Geography and Year 7 – 9 Health and Physical Education.

Adam joined Ave from Penola Catholic College in Broadmeadows and has previously taught at St Bede’s Catholic College Mentone, and 
Holland Park School in the United Kingdom. He has held the positions of Literacy Leader and Coach and Year Level Coordinator.   

MR ADAM HIPWELL

“Constantly be curious about the world and how 
we can all work together to make it a better place 
for future generations.”
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AVE Achievements & Events
Ave to Venilale Walkathon 

Arts and Technology Festival 2020

Learning from Home Term 3
This year in lieu of our annual Mission Action Day walk around Maribyrnong 
River, the College hosted a virtual “Ave to Venilale Walkathon”.  Students 
and staff were asked to clock up their daily kms with the combined task of 
walking from Aberfeldie to Venilale in Timor-Leste. As a school community 
we didn’t quite get to the desired destination (approx. 3700km) but were 
extremely close.  Participants travelled some 2600km. An awesome effort- 
well done to all who contributed!

On Wednesday, 21 October 2020 Ave Maria College proudly presented 
the annual VCE Arts and Technology Show. This year’s virtual event 
showcased the Practical and Performance work from our Units 3 & 4 Arts 
and Technology students. 

Whilst staff and students weren’t onsite, Ave remained 
connected as a learning community- virtually. Some 
Microsoft Team statistics from a 90-day period in Term 3*:

5,704 messages were posted on Microsoft Teams
594,745 chat messages were shared
5,545 meetings were organised
5,642 attended a meeting via Microsoft Teams 
There were 8,323 1:1 calls via Microsoft Teams 
Screen share time was 15,246,454
Our video time equalled 391, 543, 563
*Data taken from College Microsoft Teams account.
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Achievements & Events

For all magazine enquiries contact Sarah De Nicolo at  
sarah.denicolo@avemaria.vic.edu.au

• Change of contact details for magazine 
• To subscribe or unsubscribe to the magazine
• To contribute a story and photo

For all alumnae enquiries please email alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
• Change of contact details  
• To register for alumnae communications

Follow us on social media 

facebook.com/ 
avemariacollegeaberfeldie

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

#womenofave 

UPCOMING Events
Term Four Dates 2020
Monday, 6 October 2020 – Thursday, 3 December 2020

School Closed (No classes Years 7 to 12)
Monday, 30 November 2020

Last Day Years 10 to 11  
Friday, 27 November 2020

Last Day Years 7 to 9 
Friday, 3 December 2020

Term One Dates 2021
Friday, 29 January 2021 (Year 7 & 12 Students Only)
Monday, 3 February 2021 – Thursday, 1 April 2021

Past student of Ave Maria College? 

A members only online community connecting Ave Alumnae with one another and the 
College to develop mentoring and networking relationships across the globe.

Visit www.aveconnect.org/

Join us on AveConnect
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