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Welcome to the first edition of our 
Women of Ave series. The inspiration for 
this publication comes from the very title, 
the Women of Ave who make up the great 
story of this College. Whether in the current 
year, or in any of our preceding years, 
Ave Women are ‘lighting the world’. 
The creation of this publication seeks to 
connect and celebrate all women who 
have called themselves an Ave girl since 
the 1960s. And what stories we have 
heard already!

This inaugural edition is dedicated to 
Lyn Keating (nee Farrell). Lyn (pictured)
attended Ave Maria College in the 1970s 
and has shared stories of great times 
with friends, teachers and the Franciscan 
Missionary of Mary (FMM) sisters. Lyn was 
instrumental last year in enabling us to 
reconnect with over 500 past students for 
our ‘Back to Ave Day.’ Lyn trawled through 
thousands of photos and archival material 
to ensure a stunning display of memorabilia 
from our earliest years until today. We 
are indebted to Lyn and are delighted to 
acknowledge her in this way.   

My thanks to all who have contributed 
to this inaugural publication. My thanks 
also to the many women who have made 
connections with us in recent years to 
ensure that we grow the Women of Ave 
network. Inside this, and future editions you 
will find memories and possibly flashbacks! 
You will hear about recent events and 
opportunities for the current generation of 
Ave girls. 

Whether your story has been large or small, 
your education at Ave Maria College has 
left an indelible mark on who you are. 

I hope you enjoy this edition of Women 
of Ave.

Mrs Elizabeth Hanney
Principal

MESSAGE
from the Principal

“This publication seeks to connect and 
celebrate all women who have called 
themselves an Ave girl since the 1960s”.
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COLLEGE
Co-Captains

At Ave Maria College we value and cherish 
the significance of what it means to be a 
leader. As College Co-Captains, we are 
role models and representatives of Ave. 
Together we will work collaboratively and 
as counterparts to act as a voice for the 
student body. As a team, we compliment 
and strengthen the abilities and skills 
of each individual. This role is of high 
importance to both of us because of the 
responsibility of fulfilling and exceeding 
the required duties. 

Our prior experience in leadership drew 
us towards this position as we have the 
opportunity to work with the student body. 
We want to encourage individuals to reach 
their full potential and find their true self 
as young, independent women of Ave. 
Empowering women in a male dominated 
society is of high priority to us, inspiring 
individuals to achieve nothing short of 
extraordinary. Together we hope to maintain 
and foster an environment where students 
are able to flourish and thrive. Enhancing 
the wellbeing across all year levels is a key 
aspect we both aim to accomplish in the 
position. Uniting the ‘Ave Army’ will allow us 

to enrich the relationships between both 
students and teachers. 

As College Co-Captains, we hope to 
understand the meaning of leading the 
student body and putting vision into action. 
The skills we will gain from this position 
will assist in our journey of growth and 
development, helping us to become 
successful women beyond the grounds 
of Ave. 

To the students of Ave, we hope you look 
to 2018 as a fresh start full of wonderful 
opportunities and experiences yet to be 
made. Enter the gates in the new year 
with a refreshed state of mind, ready to 
challenge yourself both as a learner and 
individual. 

We wish all members of the College 
community a safe and restful break, ready 
to embark on this adventure together. 

Vanessa D’Andrea and Yasmine Athaide
2018 Ave Maria College Co-Captains

Introducing our College Co-Captains for 2018
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other young children whom she’d selflessly 
helped, however it was when she showed 
us a slide of a young girl, named Angel that 
we knew we needed to help. Compassion 
and empathy set in as Angel was a 
real-time reality check for many of us. As 
Angel’s mother sat in the room and Moira 
explained why she is currently helping 
her, we were silent and hung onto every 
word, immediately feeling an emotional 
connection. 

Shortly, after Moira finished her empowering 
presentation, I stopped for a moment to 
take a step back from the busy life of school 
and hobbies to really think about the reality 
of other people’s lives.  There was a strong 
feeling of love and compassion within me, 
combined with a desire to help Moira in 
the work she is doing. It was apparent to 
me that now was my moment in life that I, 
with the help of the cohort, could contribute 
to the changing of a young person’s life 
forever. Moira’s passion and strength to 

CREATING HOPE

never back down from a challenge inspired 
me to raise as many funds as possible for 
the rebuilding of Angel’s life. 

Our fundraising began on Monday, 28 
August and concluded on Friday, 8 
September. The 2017 Year 12 cohort, along 
with Year 12 families, Ave Maria College 
staff and some local groups, raised $2150 
for Angel. This will allow her to continue her 
journey of strength and resilience into the 
next phase of her life. We were so honoured 
when Angel, Moira and Sania came back to 
the College to receive our cheque. It was 
extremely uplifting to see the positive energy 
and love that everyone had on this day. While 
we were listening to Angel singing us her 
favourite Frozen song, it was in that moment 
that we realised that Moira had inspired us 
to help others the way Mother Teresa had 
inspired her. We have been very privileged 
to meet somebody like Moira and Angel who 
will forever stay in our thoughts, hearts and 
prayers. We are at the end of our year 12 
journey and we are grateful to finish the year 
with this priceless memory.

We have been forever touched by this 
experience. With love from Jasmine and the 
Year 12 Ave Maria College graduates 
of 2017.

Jasmine Christodoulou 12C

For more information on Angel 
or Moira Kelly’s Creating Hope 
Foundation work please visit: 
www.creatinghopefoundation.org.au

for Angel
On Wednesday, 2 September 2017, Moira 
Kelly visited the Year 12 cohort at Ave Maria 
College as an initiative for our School 
Based Religious Education Program. Moira 
discussed the role of empowering women 
in society and began by speaking about 
her source of inspiration in life and what 
brought her to do the work she does. She 
met Mother Teresa when she was younger 
and this inspired her to be the humanitarian 
she is today. Moira captured our attention 
from the very beginning. As we delved 
deeper into her journey we were able to 
cry at the lows and laugh at the joyous 
moments, we even found ourselves not 
wanting to leave despite her presentation 
being over. Throughout the session we 
were introduced to her 4 children, Trishna, 
Krishna, Ahmed and Emanuel. Her love 
and compassion for her children was truly 
empowering and this really allowed our 
cohort to become more aware of the reality 
of people’s lives that we are not often 
exposed to. We were introduced to many 

FEATURE ARTICLE
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SHE WILL
Shine

ALUMNAE FEATURE STORY

For our inaugural Alumnae Feature Story we talk to 1995 Alumna, Danielle 
Price (nee Alessi). Danielle is Founder of She Will Shine, a business community 
connecting and supporting women in Melbourne’s West. At Ave Danielle’s 
favourite subject was Graphic Communication. She was recipient of the 1995 Year 
12 Graphic Communication Award and served as a member of the College SRC on 
two occasions.
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Shine

Since leaving Ave, Danielle has gone onto 
complete further study, build a career in Graphic 
Design, and establish her own business. A 
mother and a wife, Danielle reflects on her time 
at the College and journey since.

Danielle, who were your favourite teachers 
at Ave? 
Miss Younes and Mrs Kerin

Your fondest Ave memory?  
So many! Sitting on the quadrangle at 
recess, the never ending construction that 
was happening around the school, making 
cantaloupe boats in our first cooking class, the 
excitement of the new art rooms, hanging out 
in the Year 12 common room… While I’m glad 
to be free of the “pinny”, the strong friendships 
I formed at Ave are still with me today.

Growing up did you have any career 
aspirations? 
I always enjoyed art and knew from around 
Year 10 that I wanted to pursue a career in 
Graphic Design. I was quite lucky in that it was 
a very clear path from the beginning.  Quite 
surprisingly seeing where I am now, I had no 
aspirations to run my own business.

What tertiary studies have you completed? 
RMIT Advanced Certificate in Applied Design, 
Box Hill Tafe Associate Diploma in Graphic Art, 
Advanced Diploma in Electronic Design and 
Interactive Media

You are the Founder of She Will Shine, a 
business community for women. Tell us about 
your career and journey to this point. 
After 10 years of working in the graphic design/
advertising industry I knew that in the near 
future I wanted to start a family. Unfortunately 
the industry I was working in wasn’t very family 
friendly and the hours were often ridiculous. 
So I decided that if I wanted flexibility around a 
young family I needed to start my own business 
and have complete control of the hours I 
worked, as well as how and when I worked. 

So that’s what I did. I created a design business 
from home. 

During this time I didn’t advertise my business 
and relied on word of mouth referrals. As 

women we do like to chat, so I found my 
female friends told their female friends, and 
I was soon working with an almost exclusive 
client base of women. In doing so, I very 
quickly realised that women working together 
led to brilliant results and outcomes.  We were 
able to connect on a personal level as well 
as professionally, understanding the vision 
for not just our business, but also for the lives 
we wanted to lead. In addition we were also 
able to support each other as we had a mutual 
understanding of the unique challenges we, as 
female business owners faced. 

It was here that my journey moved towards 
creating She Will Shine.

She Will Shine is a membership-based 
community for Australian female business 
owners based on connection, support and 
education. 

It’s a movement of women who are committed 
to growing their business and who genuinely 
and personally support each other on the 
journey. She Will Shine offers training and 
education, online webinars and resources, 
in-person events, and an all-female Co-working 
space here in Melbourne, all designed to help 
more women grow their business.

Career highlights?
Opened Melbourne’s first all-female 
Co-working space, Finalist in Enterprise 
Maribyrnong Award for Contribution to 
Business Community, SBS News, ABC Radio, 
Successful funding application for She Will 
Shine’s Scholarship Program

Hobbies:
Spending quality time with my kids.
Reading.

Best advice to your younger self: 
You never quite know what twists and turns 
your journey will take you on. Be open to the 
possibilities that come up along the way. 

Thank you Danielle, for sharing your story
with us. 

For more information about She Will Shine 
please visit www.shewillshine.com.au.

WHERE ARE
they now?

CHRISTINE COMELLI

Graduating Year: 2012

Favourite Subject (at AMC): 
Visual Communication and Design

Favourite Teacher (at AMC):  
Ms Younes and Mrs Thompson

Tertiary studies: Bachelor of Industrial 
Design (honours)

Occupation: Marketing/Industrial 
Designer

Career Highlight: Being able to do some 
work experience at kikki.K Head Office 
and Homely Creatures.

Lives in: Melbourne

Hobbies: Crafting, watching Masterchef 
and driving down to Torquay.

Fondest AMC Memory: Year 12 Cabaret

Best advice to your younger self: 
Stay curious - explore new skills and try 
things that are out of your comfort zone. 
Keep positive connections when you 
finish school and be kind to each other 
as you never know when your paths 
will cross again. Have fun while you’re 
at it and continue focusing on what you 
love... things will fall into place :)

If you’re a past student of Ave and would like to share your story please email 
alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au.
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NEWS & Events
Back to Ave Day

Arts Festival: 
2017

One Year On: 
2016
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AVE Achievements

Victorian Female Rower of the Year

Venilale Immersion Trip
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MEET THE
Teacher

decisions to make. All of this information is 
completely useless to me but it gives me an 
insight into what’s going on in the world of 
young people.

You were Producer for this year’s College 
Production, Hairspray, The Broadway 
Musical. What are the responsibilities of a 
Producer and what do you thinks makes a 
musical successful?
All the boring stuff really. Booking venues. 
Schedules. Finance. But having some 
creative input into the set and lighting 
design was part of my role. I enjoyed that. 
A successful school musical has lots of 
students auditioning and attending. The cast 
and crew work well together. The star of the 
show is the show itself. Commitment to the 
rehearsal process and growth of skills over a 
long rehearsal period is a way of measuring 
success. Having sell out shows like we did 
for Hairspray helps. It sold out in 24 hours. 
A record I believe for Ave…#justsaying.

What do you like to do in your spare time?
I don’t have any….I’m kidding….really I don’t 
have any…but when I do I enjoy cooking….
my family loves hamburgers and I like 
experimenting with different sauces and 
toppings, making pizzas and desserts. The 
family and I like going to the movies and 
eating out. I annoy them with my guitar 
playing every night. I like to pretend I’m a 
country / folk / blues singer song writing 
superstar…but I aint. Sometimes I disappear 
into the shed and work on my 50 year old 
car. My latest hobby is having a regular 
argument with my 17 year old daughter as 
she gets her hours up learning to drive. 
That’s fun.

Claude is a Drama and Media teacher at 
Ave Maria College and was the Producer of 
this year’s College production of Hairspray, 
The Broadway Musical. Claude joined 
Ave two years ago, previously teaching at 
both Mercy College in Coburg and OLMC 
in Heidelberg. He has also served as a 
Deputy Principal, Head of Faculty and 
worked for Catholic Education Melbourne.

Claude what inspired you to become a 
drama teacher?
Ever since being a Peer Support Leader 
at high school I wanted to be a teacher. I 
started out teaching primary but eventually 
moved towards secondary. I’ve always 
loved film and theatre and thought I’d like 
to work in that area. 

What are the main benefits for students to 
study Drama and or Media?
Both are creative subjects obviously and 
I believe there are wonderful benefits for 
students having the opportunity to express 
themselves creatively. To be able to have 
something to say and represent your 
voice / feelings / opinions in a physical 
way can be rewarding and beneficial to 
your intended audience. In a world of fast 
paced, instant scroll and like it is satisfying 
to plan your creativity, think critically about 
your message and develop the necessary 
technical skills needed. 

What is your favourite part of being a 
teacher?
Working with young people keeps me 
young at heart. It means I never stop 
learning and that’s exciting and I never have 
a dull or boring day. This year I’ve learned 
all about online shopping, hashtags, spray 
tan, acrylic or gel nails…so many important 

Mr Claude Ferrarese    Drama and Media
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For all magazine enquiries 
contact Sarah De Nicolo at 
sarah.denicolo@avemaria.vic.edu.au

• Change of contact details for magazine 
• To subscribe or unsubscribe to the magazine
• To contribute a story and photo

For all alumnae enquiries please 
email alumnae@avemaria.vic.edu.au 
• Change of contact details  
• To register for alumnae communications

UPCOMING
Events

Term Dates 2017
Monday, 9 October - 
Thursday, 7 December 2017

Academic and Community  
Awards Night

Thursday, 7 December 2017

Last Day Year 11 and 10

Wednesday, 6 December 2017

Last Day Year 7-9 

Thursday, 7 December 2017

Term Dates 2018
Term 1
Thursday, 1 February - 
Thursday, 29 March 2018

Term 2
Tuesday, 17 April - 
Friday, 29 June 2018

Follow us on social media 

facebook.com/ 
avemariacollegeaberfeldie

@avemariacollege

@avemariacollege

Artwork by Sabine Schiavone (Year 12)
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Artwork by Helena Zovko (Year 12)
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